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City Coart of Lafayetie, for malfe in office, as Judge of said Couwrt, submitted
" written report ; .
The Special Committee to whom was referred the memorial of William Christy and

H. Lockett, containing lu?::;y charges of official misconduct ageinst B, C. Elliott,
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res, Mly subsmit the following
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Our liberties dorond upon the pure exercise of the right of suffrage. If "W suffer
that right to be d and poliuted, to be ded by fraud and corruption, or by
carolessress and loose practices, to those not entitled to it by the Constitution and laws
ofthe State, our Government will at once degenerate from its high republican charac-
ter and sink into a tyranny.

Heuce it becomes us to guard with the greatest viﬁihnoe agai
ment oo the right of suffrage, and to di and reprob
to whom the admini i the ion laws iy
failure in the discharge of their duties.
The right of suffrage is the very life-blood of liberty. It is inseparable from the poli-
tical equality and independence of man : it is essential to citizenship, and its honest
exercise is alike the safety and glory of popular rule. It shouid then be maintained in
its_highest purity, and iaily by its elected guardians, the officers of the law.
Impressed with these cousiderations, the C ve i igated
referred to them with the care which its importance demands. They have examined
a large number of witnesses, to-wit, thirty-six, and various documents and papers con-
nected with the charges and teudered in evidence, They have received also the aid
of able and clab g of codncil in support as well as in refutation of those
b and have given to the whole matter a full consideration.
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The Committee have been strongly urged 1o express an opinion with respect tothe
form of the certificates of naturaliastion issued from the City Court of Lafayette, and
given in evidence before them.
They doso readily : the C are ly of opini
ohjectionable in the form. It is valid and sufficient in law*
But the memorial charges that these certificates have been issued in direct violation
and fraud of the acts of Congress on the subject of naturalization, without regard ta, or
compl with the r of the acts ; that the statements contained in those cer-
tificates are faise ; and that Judge Elliott has been guilty of frand and covruption, or
fmssneghgelme and official misconduct in relation 1h
I becomes the t_lulx therefore of the C to Yook behind the form of the cer-
tificatas ; to examiue into the mode in which they were iasued ; and to investigate lle
couduct of Judge Elliott with regard to them.
In authorising the State courts to lize aliens, Congress determined that all the
proceedings in the courts in the exercise of twir new jurisdiction should be of record,
and stand i perp rei It waa thought that the exercise of the power
of naturalization should be strictly guarded against abuse, and exposed, always exposed
to the scrutiny of the public. Accordingly we find that courts not of record are ex-
cluded from the exercise of this power.
Upder the laws of the United States, every court of record in a State, having common
law jurisdiction, and & seal, and a clerk, is authorised to naturalize aliens upun certain
€Ol wnions,
By the act of the Legislature of this State organising the City Court of Lafayette,
pp‘m‘wc«l April 2d, 1835, that Court was made a cowrt of record, with a seal ; and the
judge was authorised to appoint a clerk *to keep and preserve the records and pro-
ceedings of the court, in conformity 1o law, and under the direction of the judge there-
«of.”* Indeed, the very définition of a cowrt of record is a court * where the acts and
lings are regi t and lled for a perpetual memorial and testi-
mony ;7 and these rulls are called the records of the court.t
By the act of April 14, 1802, Congress prescribed the conditions on which, and not
otherwise, an alien might be admitted a citizen of the United States. The second clause
af the first section says : * heé shall at the time of his appli to be ad 1 declare
on oath or affirmation before some one of the courts, &e. that he will support the Con-
stitution of the United States, and that he doth absolutely and entirely reacunce aud
ahjure alt allegiance and fidelity to every foreign prince,” &c.—* wich proceedings shall
be recorded by the clerk of the court.” ’

The first clanse of the first section of the act of 1802, required an applicant for nat-
nralization to have previously made before some court of record, on 013\. thiee (since
altored to two) years before his admission, that it was bona fide his intention to become
a citizen of the United States, and to renounce all forei ellegiance, &c.

Clerks of courts, having under this law received such declarations, Congress in 1824,
passed an act declaring that no certificates of citizenship should be iuvalid in conse-
quence of these declarations not having been made before the cmurts; and providing
by the third section that these decluratians, on oath or afirmation, of the tntemtion to be-
come citizens may be made before the clerks of the courts of vecords.

By the first section of the same act of May 26, 1824, it is provided, that “ any slien,
being a free white person, and a minor, under the age of twenty-onc years, who shall
have resided in the United States three years next preceding his arriving at the age of
twenty-ne years; and who shall have continued to reside therein to the time he may
make application to be admitted a citizen thereof, may, after he arrives at the age of
twenty-one years, and afier he shall have resided five years in the United States, inciu-
ding the three years of his minority, be admitted a citizen of the United States, wirkout
having made the declaration required in the first condition of tha first section of the act
o which this is an addition, tAr@ years previous to his admission : Provided such slicn
shall make the declaration required therein, at the time of Ais or Ler admission, &c. 8ic.
Papers and documents relative to the naturalization of one thousand seven handred
and thirty-eight alien minors under this law by the City Court of Lafayette from the 2d
March, 1341, to the 18th of December, 1543, have been laid before the Committee. In

that there is nothing
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no single i has there been offered nny'evidence, record or other, written or oral,
of any of these minors huving made the declaration required by this act of *24.
A. Phelps, the Clerk of the City Court of Lafayette, produced the “ book

l‘fbﬁ?‘f‘m is granted to M. mw m.f.z'

the subject |
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Bdt Beven yerstht aghi, s now thirty-two of age—ihat the Judge was not
p when he \ised-—thet the Clerk gave him his certiicate—that he was
not sworn at all—that when he entered osurt the 5‘udgc was at the door, going out of

the court room, and the Judge said he would s00n return, snd that the witnesses to his
age, character and qualifications were notsworn. Patrick Flood testifies that be came
tothe United States when he was twenty-eight years of age—that he received his cer-
tificate from the Clerk of the court as he believes, at the same time that Moran receiv-
ed his—that he never made any declaration of his intention of becoming a citizen of the
Uhited States—that he believes he was sworn by the Clerk of the court, -
SPECIFICATION 1V,

That on or about the 19th day of September last past, one Jobn McCarthy and one
John Perry, both ined certifi of lization from A. Phelps, Clerk of the
court aforessid, under the seat of the court aforesdid without producing any witness or

of
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Lafayette. R. HUNT, Chairman.
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written.counter report: 3
Louis Selby, oue of the Committee on t

Judge

That, by the Constitation of this State,
penchment is, a “ removal from

trust, «

Sclby, in behal{ of the sirié Committes, and in his o

Elliott, respectfully reports :

officesnd &

w profit, under this State;” besides subjection * to indictmen!

making proof of eny kina whatsoever, before said Clerk, or the said court, as r

by the said acts of Congress : The said Judge Elliott being out of the Parish of Jeffer.
son, to wit, in the City of New Orleans, at the moment when sl_lch ‘certificates were
issued, but who, returning before the said applicants left the City of Lafiyetto, and
being met hy them in the street, was told that such certificates had been given to them,
which Lie approved, but did not require them to return 1o the court oom and take the
necessary osth in his presence. Neither of said applicants had ever made the previous
‘declaration of their intention to become citizens of the United States, and the said John
Perry had not been in the United States, in all, more thun three years.

The witnesses upon this Specifieation are John McCarthy, and A. Rousseau. -
McCarthy declares that he never saw Judge Eliott until these charges were'profer-
red—that, he obtained his certifica e from a gentleman officiating in Q\e City Coart of
Lafavette—a largor man than Judge Elliott —that he made a declaration in New York
in 1833 in a court, of his intention of becoming a citizen, but that ke losi his certificate
of his declaration many years ago. :

Mr. Rousseau testifies that he'went with John Perry and John McCarthy to obtain
certificate of naturalization for them.. Judge Elliott was not there. The certificates of
naturalization were delivered to Petrry and McCarthy hefore the Judge came in. No
wi were ined hing their qualifications. Judge Elliott met wituess in
the street, and having been inforued that witnesa had just had several pe-sons natur-
alized in bis court, tnkl witness that if he had any more persons to naturalize, it was
useless for him to come to Lafayette—it would be enough to write him a note.

SPECIFICATION V.

That on or about the 21st day of September last past, one Ludwig Bendixen, receiv-
&l o certificate of naturalization, from A. Phelps, Clerk of the smid conrt, under the
seal of the ssid court, when the said Judge Elliott was not in the court room : he pro-
diced no proof except as 1o his having been 8 minor when he arrived in the United
States, and but one witness was examined to prove this fact: no question was asked
him in relation traresidence, the time he had been in the United States and in this
Stte; no oath was administered to him : the Clerk simply asked him if he would ob-
serve the laws of the United States : he the ssid Bendixen arrived for the first time in
the United States in December 1841,

L. Bendixen, the witness under this specification, testifies that he arrived in the Uni-
ted States in December 1841, and was+ twenty-one yeara old on the twenty-first Sep-
tember 1813—that he received his certificate of naturalization from the City Court of
Lafiyette, that he praduced one witness named Lewis Phips, to- prove that he was s
miner at the time of his arrival inthe United States—that be was not requiredto prove
that he was o man of ‘good moral charscter, or how long- he had resided in the nited
States. No questinns were propounded to him. Judge Elliott was not present when
he was sworn. Indecd he never saw him till a few evenings ago.

SPECIFICATION VI, : .

That some time in the months of July and August last past, the following named

rsous, o wit: Fidele M. Tagliaferrn; Jusay Barry, Ramon Morello, J. Monfa,
B. Robira, Franciscu Lopez, Joseph Davis, Francisco’ Pereyras, Ansclmo Garcia, and
C. Miitre, all received certificates of naturalization from the said A. Phelps, Clerk
of the said court, and under the seal of said court, when the said Judge Elliott was
not in the court room, that the proof required by the acts of Congress aforesuid, was
not made and recorded in open courtin each case ; that such wilnesses as were pro-
duced 1o the said Clerk, were not aworn at afl: thet none of the aforessid individunls
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a great many v

Elliott's court, by the clerk, in a short time,

assed a resolution to the same effect,

had ever made the previous declaration in a court of record, of their i 0

citizous of the United States, as required by the sad acts of Congress; that the certifi-
cate forthe said J. Mousa was sent to him in the City of New Orleans, by the hands of
Robira;w thout his having gone to the said court, and without his ever having taken the
oath of allegianee required by the said acts of Congress ; and - finally, that in the case
of the said C. Maitre, the said A, Phelps; Clerk, eutered his own name as & witness,
withoutever having seen or knswn the said Maitre be{ure.
Upon this upccigcnlion, the fullowing testimony was given : L
James Trescas swears that ‘he was nalurnlize({beﬂnre the City Court of Lafayetie,
but wasnot required to prave that he was a man of good morat character.  Judge El-
liott way present.  Robera was present at the rame lime and obtained a centificate of
naturalitation for his brother Monfa. Y. Barry, F. Lopez, A. Garcia Maitre and oth-
ers, were present st the time, and they mutually signed papers for each other.

A. Gacia testifies that he received his certfiicate in Lafayctte, but dues not know
from whem—he never made any declaration of his intention of ‘becoming a citizen of
the Unit:d States—does not know Judge Elliott—furnished ne prouf of his moral
charastet, and carried no witnesses with him to Lefayette.

F. Lopez testifies that he never made any declaration of his intention to become a
citizen u’ethe United States—does.nut speak English and does not kuow from whom
he received the certificate.

R, Motello testified in like manner—as also did F. Tagliafer and J. Y. Burry.

Bartolemo B. Robera testified that he received a certificate from the Court st Lafay.
ette—ddoes nut kuow from whom—does not know Judge Elliott—no witnesses were
sworn to prove his qualifications. He and several uthers signed papers for cach other,
He there obtained a certificate for his *nnncr. J. Monfa, from the same person who
furnished him with his. Monfa was in the city—he never appenred before the court,
and the certificate was sent down to him.  Witness had never made any declaration of
his 3 ion to b u citizen of the nited States.

nying this report and marked by the letter C, as the orly record kept in said court in
which certi of naturali are recarded.”
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He declared that be did not know that this book was.printed at the time the certifi-
cates of lization were g 1. But.C. A.Pieron, the editor of thie Counstitution,
a paper publishedin Lafuyette, swore that he assisted in printing the sheets bound up
in that book, and that they were printed within the two or thiee months last past for
?isr. Phelps, and yet the book puiports to have becn d on the d March

41. -

This book consists of printed forms of nrturalization; some filled up in writing, and
others left blank in intcrvening pages, and it is no uncommon thing to find cedtificates
of a later date inserted before certificates of an earlier date, as for instance, a
certificate of the day of —-——— before a certifica’e of the ——— day of
of the same year.  The book bears no mark of a geuuine record. .

A number of loose papers have been presented to the Committee, purporting to
contain affidavits made by various aliens before the Clerk of the City Court of Lafay-
ette, renouncing allegiance to any foreign prince, and swearing to support the Consti-
tution of the United States; and to contain also affidavits to prove that such aliens were
minors, of good character, and had resided three years in the United States ; but there
is 1o proof that the parties to these papers were ever sworn. The clerk of the court
had no power to take such affidavits : but even ifthe. affidavits were made, it does not
appear from any of thesc papers that the parties were sworn in open court, althobigh
the acts of Congress extg.rc&:{ require them to be 30 sworn—the clerk being authorised
only to administer oaths end receive declarations of the intention of aliens to become
citizens. °

The papers to which the Committee now refer were brought before them by the
Clerk of the City Count of Lafayette as records of that court, but they have none ofthe
characteristics of records. They are illegal and-informal ou their face, for the reason
juat stated.  In fact, although our statute has created the City Court of Lafayette a
court of record, and required the clerk to keep and preserve the records aund proceed-
ings of the court, yet there has been kept no minute, no continuous history of its acts
from day to day and from term to term.. There is hot a solitary judgment entered on
record in legal form in this court to justify a certificate of naturalization. It is a
coart of record without records, so far as the subject of naturalization is concerned.
The certificates of naturalization have been illegally issued, without regard to the
laws of Congress.

It further appears that nearly four hundred of these certificates were issued in one
day. It seems to your Committee impossible thst this could have been Jegally dune.
Twelve hundred oaths administered and eight hundred witnesses exami as to the
age, the qualifications, the residence and moral character of the different persons
naturslized in open court by the judge!
Tie Committee will now proceed to examine the particular specifications set forth
under the charges preferred against Judge Elliatt.

SPECIFICATION 1,
That on or about the 14th day of September last past, éfle of the certifictis afd¥esnid
was issued under the seal of the said court, to 'a Mr. Robert Lowe, declaring that he
bad complied with all the requisities of the acts of Congress in such case made and
provided, and had been declared and enrolled a citizen of the United States, by ujudg-
ment of the court aforesaid, when in reality none of the requisite qualificatians to ena-
ble the said Lowe to become a citizen of the United States were proved in the manner
and form and by the legal number of duly qualified and competent witnesses, to have
been by him at the time of such admission, nor was there a judgment of the
said court duly entered up and recorded, as set forth in the said certificate ; nor was the
oath of allegiance administered to him, tke said Lowe, in open court, in manner and
form required by the acts of Congress in such case mada and provided.
And again, to-wit, on the 29th day of December last past, the said Judge Elliott
did, in violation of all law and morality, make an interlinestion in the certificate afore-
said, in his own proper hand writing, without a motion having been made in open
eourt to that effect, which interlineation was not at the time entered on the records of
the court, and which is in the wards following, to-wit: * more panticularly Victoria
Queenof Great Britain and_ lreland : eight words irierlined, approved, B. C. Elliote,
Judge ;" nor was the said Lowe reswora’ at the time of such interlineation.
One witness, and ove witness only, has been examined upon this specification.—
Robert Lowe testifies thit Judge Elliott was in court when he' received hia cértificate
of naturalisstion—that he never had, previous to that time made any declaration of his
intentions to become a citizen before any court of record in the United States—that
he was not examined nor asked to prove by witnesses any thing in relation to his moral
h or his resid in the United States—that ail the proof which he made was
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by the testimony of one witness, Arthur Chanley, as to his having resided some time
in New Orleans. The interiineation in the certificate was made and signed by Judge

Elliott himself.
" ) SPECIFICATION II.

That on or ablit the 20th day of September last past offe of thé certificates afore.
ssid was issued underthe seal of the said court to a Xlr. William Lyad, which certifi-
cate contains the same general clauses as the one described and set forth in the fore-
goiny specification No. {, when in reality none of the necessary qualifications to ena-
ble him, the said Lynd, to become a citizen of the United States, were proved in the
manner and form, and by the legal number of duly qualified and compotent witnesses
to have been by him at the time of such Amiuion ; not was there a judg-
meut of the said court duly entered up and recorded as set forth in the said certificate ;
naor was the oath of allegiance administered 10 him, the said Lynd, in open court, in
wanner and fom ired by the act of Congress in such case made and provided :
and yet he has been admitted u citizen ofthe United States by the pretended judgment
of the mid Judge Eiliott, although the fuct is notorious and could easily have been
ascertained by a simple enquiry on the part of the said judge thet the said Lynd has
never made the grevious declaration of his intention to b a citizen of the United

e twa years before admission, as required by the said act of Congress.

Pon the aocond specification, William Lynd was oxsmined. He testifies that he
elmedtollhe United States in 1838, and was then 22 years of a hit he never made
anwscsmum n.any court of record of his intention of becoming s citizen of the

o cha: but & he- received the certificate he was not called upon to prove bis
gond character but simmply the length of time he had been 1n the United States. He

. clerk of the court, and not Judge Elliott, who admitted him a3 a
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J. Davis testifies that he arrived in the United States when he was about 26 years
of age—that he never made any declaration of his intention to become a citizen of the
United States—that the Judge was nut present when he was nataralized, and that he
was not required to. make praof of his qualification to be admitted & citizen.

P.Vanturen testified that he was prosent in the court at Lafayette when Robera,
Garcia, Davis, Pereiras aud Tagliafero received their certificates and saw the centifi-
cate for Monfa delivered 1o Robera. Judge Elliott was present when some of the
certificates were delivered and filled up some of the blanks and sent them to the clerk
to be nislzlcd in the next room. No witnesses proved the qualifications of the appli-
cants. The clerk simply asked the question as to the place of birth of each of them,
and they sgned as witnesses for each other. .

: SPECIFICATION VII. .

That onthe 224 day of September last past, one Rudelphe Schlothe received a cer-
tificate of paturalization from A. Pheips, clerk of the said court, under the seal of said
court, wheu the said Judge Elliott was in the adjoining room—thst no questions were
put to him as to his qmalifications—the said Schlothe having no right to be uaturalized,
us he had never made the previous declarstion in a court of record of his intention to
become a citizen of the United States as required by the said act of Congress.

R. Schiathe testjfied that he never made a declaration of his intention to become a
citizen of the United States——he received his certificate from the clerk—Judge El-
liott was not present—witness arrived in the United States in 1838,

. SPECIFICATION VIIL

That sometime within twelve months past, the following named persons, to-wit : Ber-
nard McCarthy, Henry Dehlman, John Carberry, Patrick Farrar, Barnard McGary,
Michae! O'Conner, Richard O'Sullivan, Daniel Fitzgerald, John Boyer, Kavier Vittra,
Frederick Helmer Summers, William Heart, William Creppel and Charles Gallagher
all received certificates of naturalization from eaid A. Phelps, clerk of said court, and
under the seal of said court, without possessing any of the qualificgtions required by
law, to euable them to become naturalized, and without making the necessary proofs,
and that in several instances, to-wit: In those of Bernard McGary, John Lund, John
Boyer, Kavier Vittra, Willian Heart, William Creppel and Charles Gullugher, the
certiticates had been intertived after they were so issued.

The fact of the interlineation is admitted by Judge Elliott,

C. Gallagher says he received from Judge Elliott his certifiéité-—thct hie praved his
age, character and residence in open court—and thst he canie here 1 minor; bat there
is no cvidence that be declared his intention to become a - citizen of the United States,

.S testifies tally in his own casc as Gallagher in his.

W. Creppel testified simply as to the interlineation.

B. McCarthy testifies thet he regularly made a declaration of his intention to become
a citizen of the United States, snd proved his qualifications for naturalization.

. BPECIFICATION IX.

That some time in the month of Octaber lgst past, one John Dolan received s certifi-
cate of namralization from A. Phelps, clerk nr the said court, under the seal of the
s8id court, when the said Judge Elliott was in the room adjoining the coyrt room—that
the witnesses he took with him to make the necessary proofs were not sworn, and that
the said John Dolan had nevenmade the previous declaration before a court of record
of his intention to become a citizen of the United States, as required by said acts of
Congress. 4

John Dolan testified that he received his certificate from the clerk of the City Court
of Lafayette—that he introduced st the time he received it two witnesses to prove lis
good character and the time be had resided in the United States—that he did not know
one of those witnesses until thut day, and that he had known the other about a week.
He further stated that he made a declaration. of his intention to become a citizen sbout
eight yearsago in New York but thathe has lost his certificate. Ha has heen ten yearsin
the United States, and hus resided in this city about six years. Hao is about 35 yeas of
age—at thetime he received hia certificate of naturalization the Judge was in the next
rmom-—he was asked no questions, ’
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ctable men in the city

are members ofthe Clay Club and of the Democratic Association, and it would not be

4 very forced inference to say
have seemed in some degree t

that the ‘members of both clubs or associatious would
have participated in this vote making. At letst Judge

ELliou, or almost any other manin bis situation, might have been indumdlo!.hir.ik 0; gnd
when men of high standing in society, or en who have filled high public statibns, wink

atsuch dangerous practices und glad|

ne

delivered. * The Judge filled up some of ¢t ;
sentthem to the clerk to be sigued,” and that those persons were not required to prove
by witnesses how long they had been in the United States, nor that they were mén of

good character.”” But this testimony, at least in part, has been contradicted by the

witness says that Judge Elliott was

b

y receive the illegal votes, society and biwir officers
318 too prone to pattern after them. It does not seem that the Clay Club ér Lemo-
cratic Association refused to take these improper votes, but that hosh parties sought
them. 1 do not pretend that these circumstances excuse Judge Elliott, but I’ think
considerably soften the aggravation, .

resant when some of the certificates were
e blanks in another room in the gourt aud

roduction in evidence of written and printed oaths, of the tiine these fo eigners came

to the United States and of their gond moral character ; and most of these foreigners
upon the taking of their testimony, showed such gross ignorance that 1 would bLe afraid
totrust their evidence. The last mentioned witness is slightly corroborated by some
others of equal ignorance.

1 cannot perceive that the testimony of A. Rousseau, when closely scrutinized, shows

related to matters out of the Eale of inguiry, with the excaption of that portion respect-
ing the interlineation, and is therefore passed over without comment, {;opm the whole
the Committee are of opinion that the 1at, 2d, 34, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, and vth specifica-
tions have been substantially made out by proof; that the eight hspeciﬁcllion bas not
been made out, and that the tenth specification charging that several hundred centificates
of naturslization had been illegally issued by the gilty Court of Lafayette without re-
ard to tht'ai provisions of the acts of Congress,in auch case made and provided, has
n proved.

The Committee acquit the accused of any im| 10 the interlineation of

3 proper motive as
some of the certificates, and under the cir fing that interhi jon

, and did 0, such would be acts for which, in my opision

removed ; but T am unable to draw any such conclusion from the evidence.

versation between the Judge and Mr. Rousseau seems to have been frivolous—but

shoyld » nian be punished for that 1
Another witness—* the Jud,

his witnesses :"—asays ‘ be hag

any thing very improper in the Judge. ~He was told by the Judge that ifhe had any
more to naturalige, it was useless to come to Lafayette, metely to write him a note to
that effect.” If the Judge intended tu naturalize foreigners upon the letters of Mr.

, he ought to be
The con-

e refused to give him a cortificate, because he had not
lost the papers proving that he was a'minor.”” : This, 1
think should have some weight in extenuaiios, because if the Judge was in the habit
uffgrnr‘ning certificates withaut proof, 1 can find no reason why this applicdtion was
refused.

It is true that Mr. Phelps seemed to be a man of sufficient intelligence, aud he says

attach no blame whatever therefor to the accused. 1t v'/as but natural that the J udge
should wish to supply an omission of which he had been made aware.

It has been urged that the testimony u the Specifications has been disproved by
the papers produced by the Clerk of the Court as part f the records of the court, and
that the papers are upon the face of them conclisive evidence of their truth.

The Committee are of a different opinion. These papers are not records, and have
not the sanctity of records.  They have been attacked, and in many inatances disproved
by the very individuals whose names are signed ‘o them. .

_ It has been uryed that Judge Elfiott is not responsible fur the actings and doings of
his Clerk, and that he hasnot been actuated by auy corrupt motive, inasmuch as he de-

ri?ed no pecuniaq benefit from the naturalization job. pon this last point your Com-
mittee have examined three witnesses.  One of them, Abner Phelps, t{:: Cierk of the
City Court of Lafayette, has, it is true, expressly a hatically declaredthat Judge

Elliott had not received, and was not to receive, any fee, recompense or gain whatso-
ever for naturalizing persons in his court.  But the committee foe) themselves constrain-
ed to declare that they place uo reliauce upon his testimony. He is implicated and
charged as an accomplice with Judge Eliiott—he has been “contradicted on several
ints by other witnesses, and is, in the opinion of your i ur.worthy of credit.
r. Phelps, h er,says he “ pr in case he was successful in collecting his
fees, to meke a Joan to the Judge to enable him to obtain certain property from Messrs.
Preston & Elwyn.”
Mr. Preston testifies that Judge Elliott, some time ago, stated to him that be (Judge

E) ex to receive a sum of money shortly, due to him for natyralizing foreign-
ers’ Mr. P. adds that Judge E. mon’" ave en of money due to his oﬂigc. butﬁ-
poats, “ my,impression is he spoke of money due 10 him by & Democratic Committee.”

And Mr. H. N the third wi , states that Judge Elliott promised to pay

him a certain amount (which witncss was endeavoring to coilect for Mr. Preston,) as
sonn as he received the fees due to bim for his services in naturalizing persons, and
that J ud\;e KEtlliott observed the Democratic Committee wes indobted to him for those

fees. Your Committee are therefore of opision that Judge Elliout did deri

to derive niary . bevefit from t.h;?“ \B i--np' b.‘ Besi I,“:h:;“tgink
it abundantly manifest from the testimony of Coloul’oChrin , of Mr. Kosseaw
and Mr. Vanl u,ofllr.l’blpmdd’othﬂ.lhtifth.lm{pbu wot directly
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clerk of the District Court, thinks that twe persons from ten

that all the certificates recorded in said record were issued with the consent
of Judge Elliott;” but when I consider that it was necessary far the Clerk to ¢chargethe
Judge to clear himself, as a little reflection will fully shaw—that the rest of the testimony
would seem tolesd to a differentconclusion, and that the depravity of the clerk is shawn
to be most gross, and that the clerk receivedl all the money, &
not give due force to his testi h i
jud

nd the judge nane, I can-
ation is, how far bas the
control aver the keeping of the records and the duties and good canduict of the
clerk 7 Andaguin, how faris it the judges' duty to examine the cierk’s office and
control him in his duty 1

o'clock A, M.to 3

o'clock P. M. could fill 300 certificates; provided, they did nothing else ;—and, that an
active person, alone, the same witriess thinks, who would do nothing else, cb:%l
ister the oaths, affix the seals, fill the certificates, and receive the signatures t>x
or 60 during the same time ; and that it would be a good day’s work.

d admin-
about 50

It seems that near 300 of these certificates are dated as issued in one day. From

with it to bring upun him this ternble judgment of &
And, 1would
not, is it his duty more than ancther persons, to prefer ch:
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the book produced, called a record, it appeared that some of a later date are in the
book, before some of au earlier. A
well as the testimony of the district clerk, an incredible number to be swott to and |§uued
in one day ; but 1 heard no testimony which to my mind sufficiently connects Fhij“dl!’
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