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Eaglish |apers’ received since onr article of
Friday last, ou the subject of the duties of
Coroner, shaw that opinions on the question of

“the advisability of haviag s medical man for
- Corouer, are by o means settled. Bells Life
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tion to it, lu reference 0’ the election of Dr.
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ing. from puisuuiug, no map could better than
Dr. Lavkester gi e information to the jary.
Bul even then he onght 1o give that information
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mach mors” frequent occurrence. Now Dr.
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1bat he could properly direct the besitatiog and
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rovent mischief of this wort is 1he work of &
Kmyor. 0ot of & chemiat; and if Lr. Lankester
oecajes being made the means, the auwilling
Weans, of occasloning grex vneasivess Lo Iuno--
©ont peaple, at the same time that he secures the. :
prodoction of all evidence that is material, he

be & most sueommonly forianate wan. .

Wo regret that snything should bave hap.
pened W0 snsble the enemiss of tha ancient and
most necsssary cffice of corener to point 1o it as
8 proof that the time for the otfice Las by.
Reasons for making sesertions of thie kind bave
104 been nnfreqaent of late yedrs, and if st once
comes 10 be considered as an office not. requiniug
i i for its  its
doom will be sesled. There wre men enouyl) in
the world at large who tnd Altendunce opon

Jjuries of any kind, and apon coronet’s juries not
lea than oy others, *‘a troobie,” “n incon-
venience,” and -even ‘A nuisance,’ to make it

quite certuin that every advautuge will batuken
uf circumetances which may appear to justify
the phrase that ' the office of caroner has censed
tobe any longer neosssary.” Ws -bould,du;wly
rogret the raleing of any euch cry Individaa!
safoty of persos is t here than ju moy
othes —that Miu most emphatically
the ..;‘.‘.'K':?a. aee of this wucient office, and it
ought rather to be slevated iu the ceuls ot legax
appoinimenis than depreseed to the coudition to
which it has been t00 much of lute years the
fashion to reduce it.
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The first point whidh it is hers p
establish, is but very poorly supported. It
urged, for- instance, thy medical man is not
fitted for the offioe of ner, because, however
woll be may-be-qualifidll to ascertain the canses
of death by violence, bis cught to give hia infor-
mation * in the characthr of & witiess, and pot
ofajodge.” This is dertainly trus. But ftia
eqnal true of the lawyer who shoold Gl the
oftios of coromer. “He, 106, should give bis iufor-
mstion, if any he kas. ib the character of w wit
nees and not of 3 jadge. The duty of tlaq ¢oro-
wet really is b0 jadge of the testimony given
before .bim, and o instruct the Jjury as t0 what
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man or lawyer, to thia solely sbould his duties
be coutined. Ho elear does this seem to as, that
We caunot sappose onr renders wiil naad another
word to lead them to pronounce that gronnd
of objectlon to a-medical man for corover uten-
able, .

Tse next objection is, that & legal man is
prefarable, because b aious can inetruct ajury
41 to the nics distinetions botween murder and
mavslanghter, and other crimes, which # is
alloged frequently arise. Bat this is a mistake.
They never arise before & Coroner’s jary, Itie
Bo part of & Coroner's jary te on |
any sqob distinetions. They are ihe frei for,
place decided on by the pr {og crl G
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law-officer; by bim an ivdictmnent is sent be.
fore & grand jary charging the crime as he con-
sidernit {o be, withoat any regard Whatever (o
the etime charged, if any bo charged, by the
Corower's jury.. The grand jury, again, igves |
tigate whether this charge can be leyally sus
tained ; and if not, they wilt uot perwit it to be
sout before the Criminal Court. Afier-they
have sent it there, ii is yet sgain investiguted
by jedge, commse!, aud petit jury; und even
after their decislon, it is open to appeal o
bigher courts. Itis abeurd, then, to rest the
view' beld by Bell's Life on the ground that
there is any necemity to have for Coroper .
man versed in this description of logal sab-
Usties. -

1t la another misiske, 100, 10 suppiee that the
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