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seemed very heavy. The house
seemed quieter than it had for years.
Placing my elbows on my knees and
resting my face in my hands, I com-
menced to think, or, rather, to muse.
Presently the clock in the next room
struck 11 and somewhat aroused me.
Its last stroke had hardly done vi-
brating when I heard a rustling sound
at the door of the sitting-room.
Thinking that my visitor had come
upon me unawares, I looked up ex-
pectantly and was fully awake. The
door swung mysteriously back and
four persans, or rather shadows, glided
toward me, advancing abreast through
the apartment. They were my father
and mother and my sister, leaning on
the arm of her lover, whom I had been
expecting in the flesh. They looked:
as natural as when in life and their
faces were yery happy. This I ob-
served as they drew near my chair,
and I felt no fear. Presently they
paused, and my sister, with a very
bright smile, said: “George, we are
all together now.” The vision passed.
1 sat in contemplation for some time,

nd then retired. I knew my guest
would never arrive.

“‘In 'the morning a messenger
came with the intelligence that about
midnight my friend had been found

by the roadside dead. His horse had | '

remained by the spot where the rider
lay prostrated, and to all appearances
the cause of death had been .the
stumbling of the horse and throwing

. of the rider over an ugly heap of
stones. I asked at what time did he
think the accident had happened. He
answered that those in attendance had
concluded that death had taken place
about an hour before the finding of
the body. Just the time of my vision,
I thought. I went away with the
man to look after the remains of my
friend. Ifoundthata person knownto
us both had sent the message. After
the funeral rites were over I told some
of my nearest friends thestory of that
night. Iseldom tell it now, but those
happy faces are often in my mind, and
are always an inspiration to me.””

To Provide for the Azed.

Royal commissions have been tak-
evidence on the improvident old

age of the inhabitants of New Zealand
and Victoria, with the idea of provid-
ing forthe old and poor. In New Zea-
lend a law has just been passed to de-
vote £180,000 yearly to the aged poor.
But citizens who would be provided
for in this way must not only be poor
and aged, but honest and virtuous as
well. To have been convicted, forex-
ample, of drunkenness four times in
four years before reaching the age of
65 will cost a New Zealand citizen bis
pension. The maximum pensior is
£18 @ year; it is to be reduced by £1
per annum for every £1 of private in-

come in excess of £34 per annum
which the pensioner possesses. In
Victoria the law is similar, but the
age limit is placed at 60. In " each
colony the number of citizens entitled
to these pensaons is about 10,000.

party. Mr. Eldridge will proceed with
an assistant westward across the divide
between the Sushitna and the Kusko-
kuk to survey the head waters of the
Kuskokuk and to determine the navi-
gability of that stream by descending
it to the usual portage to the lower Yu-
Lon. In the exploration by Mr. Pe-
ters and Mr. Eldridge sufficient atten-
tion will be given to the location of a
possible railroad from Cook inlet to
the Yukon. All the parties will ren-
dezvous at St. Miclg:els by September
15.

The routes traversed will be critically
inspected with a view to ascertaining
the most practical location for trails,
wagon roads or-railroad: the character
and extent of the timber will be noted
and the rivers or streams will be exam-
ined as to: the possibilities of naviga-
tion and the height of falls or rapids,
and the rise and fall of tides will be re-
corded. The geologic survey is to be
so conducted as to ascertain the gen-
eral distribution of rock masses, their
relations, and so far as may be the
character and origin of each. All oc-
currences of valuable minerals will be
noted and special attention given to the

presence or absence of gold, whetherin

placers or veins.

MARK TWAIN FEELS RELIEVED
Glad His Debts Are Pald and That

He Can Seon Return to. the
Home He Loves.

'MarI’é Twain was seen the othér day
at Vienna and asked whether he would
say how he felt to be out of debt. He
replied gravely: *“O, you can tell them
I'm glad it’s over, What a worry it has
been!"

Then he opened a drawer proudiy and
took out the receipts copied by type-
writer jusat as they bad been sent him.

“There were 96 creditors,” he said,
“and I would have paid them all in full
at once and have done with it, but
friends advised me to pay in three in-
stallments—the 6th of December, 6th
of January, and 6th of February. What
I hate as much as anything is the idea
of the public that I was unwise in busi-
pess. I consider the contrary was
proved by the way I published Gen.
Grant's book in.1885, which could not
have been don¢ by abad business man.
However. one of my greatest pleasures
now is to be able to look forward to the
day when I can return-home and live
in the house which I and my family so
dearly love.” y\

Clever Stage Effects. 'l .
An ingenious stage waterfall devised
by Mr. Gailhard has attracted attention-
at the Paris opera balls. Itis made of

tulle stretched on frames imitating the’|

curves of a fall. Behind itlittle streams
of water are discharged through per-
forated pipes against s metal plate, so

When the electric light is played on this
the effect is magical.

|

Spitzburgen Has a New-pdp“ei..;g

Spitzbergen has attained the im-
portance of having a newspaper pub-
lished devoted entirely to it. It isthe
Spitzbergen Gazette, edited by a pro-
fessor of the college at Tromso in Nor-
way.

“Smow om Lyon Peak. th-.‘ :
For the second time since California
was settled snow was seen on Jannary
10 on Lyon Peak, about 20 miles from
San Diego.

ple are.

“Gen. Lee's son was here the other
day and he was féliowed on the streets.
We are intensely proud of Gen. Lee
and are glad that he is a southerner.

“The men are advising all the women
and children to leave here and I suppose
the town will be depopulated in a few
days. The naval ofticers attract all the
girls in town and if one of them speaks
to a girl she is proud for a month.”

SHE CUTS THE DOG’S THROAT.

A Kentucky Woman's Prompt Dis-
play of Nerve Saves Her
Husband's Life.

Dr. William McKinley's wife saved
him from death a second time Saturday
when he went to the country to visita
patient at Winchester, Ky. As the
weather was fine, he took Mrs. MceKin-
ley along. Arriving at the patient’s
house the doctor got out and left his
wife in the buggy to hold the horse.
Just as the doctor reached the door a
largeé bLull dog rushed on him in an at-
tempt to cateh him by the throat. The
doctor caught the dog’s jaws with his
right hand and with his left caught his
forefeet. Ie yelled to his wifc to come
to his assistance. She used the buggy
whip on the dag, but he continued to
try to bite her husband. The latter told
her to get a knife out of his pocket, and
she did so. Then she cut the dog’s
throat and immediately fainted. The
doctor soon restored her to conscious-
nessandthen treated hispatient. He will
have the dog's skin stuffed and mounted
as an ornament for his office. Two years
ago his wife saved him from being
strangled to death in a folding bed,
which had closed on him.

USE FOR OLD STOCKINGS.

Raveled, Fumigated and Shipped o
Russia for Mamufacture of
Cotton Geods. »/A

" The fomigation of eecond-hand cot-
ton stockings is the queer duty which

‘the health department at Chicago was

called upon the other day to perform.
B. Shofiro, a jeweler at No. 731 West
North avenue, learning that a scarcity
ofcotton exists in Russia, purchased 5,000
pounds of second-hand cotton stock-
ings, had them unraveled and the yarn
bLaled for shipment to Rassia, where the
product will be used for making cot-
ton goods. Thus he hopes to demon-
strate that goods may be made and un-
made in the United Btates and shipped

"half way around the world at a profit.

The Russiam consul in Chicago called
upon Dr. Reynolds to fumigate the bales

"of cotton material before shipment.

New Gas Engines in Germany.
In the Diesel gas engine, which is
now attracting much attention in Ger-

. many, the mixture of air and gas which
as to throw a spray upon the tulle, !

moves the piston is not suddealy ex-

iploded when it takes fire, but burns

slowly enough to impsart a more grad-
ual impulse to -the engine. A 1,000
horse-power motor of this type is prom-
ised for the Paris exposition of 1900.

Bicycle Aceident in Berlin.
Last year there were about 1,100 col-
lisions in Berlin between bicyclists and

, other persons or vehicles; there were

two fatal accidente.

Authors In Germany. R

Authors are as plentxful in Germany

as blackberries. Munich alone has &
literary club with 1,400 members.
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MoMullen's whnite \abel Baas Ale. $2 1C
MoRwans' Ale.. . c.cee.n 175
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