—

- .} In a Washington dispatch the Wo

2% R
N <

TILDDILY.

po I TFINE

BB

PRr

e """:u- ,~€, o ‘li‘,.;':",
L4 . NOUYELLEORL

Bt ¥ W - §
L

NDRED!

Vi

fopre
.. Ler.

LA T 4
P .

EREMBRE 1899 -

CHINESE IDEA OF WOMAKN.

"Wiews of an Oriental Ambassador at
i Washington — Independence the l
- Loadstone of Womanhoed,

4

prints an interesting interview with
the Chinese minister to the United
States, who says:
“Independence is the loadstone of
"American womanhood.” :
Such, at least, 18 the best judgment

-of Mr. Wu Ting Fang, the first Chinese
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" quality, I think.”

- i JAPANESE LADIES.

minister to America who has been able
to converse with Americans in their
native tongue. In his native land Mr.
Wu Ting Fang was known as an ad-
mirer of beautiful women—a reputa-
tion which has in no way suffered since
dis entree into Washington soclety. -

“And by beautiful,” he said, slowly,
«] don't mean red lips, nor bright eyes,
por glossy hair; I mean, too, a beautiful
soul.” - :

“But what can you know of their
souls, Mr. Wu?” .

#Q, that is simple. The soul is not
%ard to find. It is felt in the touch,
and seen in the eyes, and heard in the
voice.”

“But if you meet one just once, you
may call her beautitul, and you cannot
o soon have discovered her soul?” .

“Why not?" asked Mr, Wu. “If she
‘be old enough to have entered society,
surely she is old enough to have devel-
oped a soul, good or bad. And it can-
pot fail to be evident. .

“But the real beauty—it is time that'
pertects, time and the true spirit, the
spirit of love, and charity, and for-
givenness; the spirit of hope and of
gentleness; the spirit that makes oﬂ:-i
ers glad; that remembers the hearts
of others and in that memory forgets
itself.”

“And there are such?” = ..

“Many. The land of my birth is filled’

‘with them; people whom old age can-

mot touch, begause they make it beautl-
ful, with a beauty that years cannot
wither.” {

“But why, particularly, in the land of
your birth?” ;

“Because the education is different:
so is life, likewlse ideals and ambi-
tions. Physically our women fade
earlier than yours. Perhaps they have
not so much to start with—at least
from an American standpoint.

“In China a woman I8 pretty accord-
ing to her deeds. A wite is a good wife
according to her—"

Mr. Wu hesitated. . T

“You will not like {t,” he ventured.

“What is it?

“Gentleness. It is not an American

t

i

“Very well,” he said. “Iconcede gen-
tlene%jmay sometimes be an American
attribute, but an accident of birth, is
4t not| rather than training? Itisnot
an ambition, ie it, like it 1a to be inde-

' pendent?

“What does independence win for the,
American woman? Happiness? T
think not. Husbands? Impossible. Is
the independent woman lovable? Don't,
you know that it is the dependent, gen-:
tle, confiding woman who gets a man’s
whole heart and keeps it warm, who:
makes his home a garden spot, who
rears his children so they make him
proud? What, then, does she win, this
independent woman of yours? A liveli-
bood? Yes. But her independence cre-
ates the need. | ' '

“Then let me tell you another thing
that says wore for our Chinese women
than 1 eould say in a lifetime. There
is no divorce there. Several divorce
laws have been made, for China wants
tc be prepm"ed for emergencies, but
they are not used. The Chinese women

have a way of making the best of a lit-

tle. And marriages there are not made
in the same offhand mfenner they are
here. Young and inexperienced girls
and boys are not considered competent
10 choose partmers for themselves, and
they are not given the chance to form
hopeless attachments with improper
persons.

“The homes in China are all harmony.
Our women are not affiicted with in-
dependence. A son’s wife and bis
mother canpot clash, for how in a moth-
er to find fault with the wife she has
Lerself chosen?”—Chicago Tribune.

They Have Few Domestic ‘Dutles
and Arve Always Very
Agreeable,

Beauty, from a Japanese standpoint,
consists in a long, oval face, regular
features, almond-shaped eyes, sloping
elightly upward, a high narrow fore-
tead, and abundance of smooth, black
haeir. Their movements are graceful,
slthough the style of their dress pre-
vents them walking with ease; their
feet and hands are delicately formed,
and their smanners unguestionably
charming.

They take little or no exercise, and
one wonders sometimes how the little
ladies employ their time—there seems
go little to be done in a Japanese
houte. To begin with, there are no
regular meals. The shops near at hand
supply daily numberless little dishes,
which seem to be eaten at all hours

chopsticks. Vety little is kept in the
larder except some slices of daikon,
fermented turnip, some rice and sweet
biscuits. .

“The honorable live flsh” is sold by

, men who carry around large water

tubs from house to house and cut off
as much as is required from the un-

" fortunate fish, and replace the sadly

mautilated but still wriggling remains
back in the tub. - - .

Eggs are cheap and plentiful; bread
is never used, 0 there is no necessity
for an oven. .

The great stand-by is tea. A Jap-
anese lady is ;eldam seen in her home
without the quaint little tea tray by
her side, and the inevitable pipe, con-
taining one whiff of tobacco, which is
jn constant requisition.—Detroit Free

* of the day amd night—a few pecks at
. & time—with thioke impossible little

SOUTH AFRICAN STATES.

‘i‘helr Names Are Distinctive sad A1l
Have Mcaning and Fime Ap-
propriateness, S

‘y‘ﬁeu.oﬂ‘s who are mot familiar with
the Dutch language sometimes wonder
at the singular rnames by which locali-

ties are known in South Africa. AlL°

however, have a meaning and appro-
priateness which will be at once rec-

ed after alittle explanation. “The
Cape” signifies but one place, the south-
‘ernmost point of Africa, Cape of Good
Hope orCape Town. Theancient Dutch
settlers gave it the name of Kaapstad.
‘The Cape of Good Hope is a promon-
tory, over 600 feet high. There is a
‘Hglrthouse built at the extreme end of
1t, but it is seldom visited, Cape Town
being quite a distance from the cape.
Cape Colony has an area larger than
‘that of France.

Next to this colony is another British
possession, Natal. This was first ex-
plored by Vasco da Gama, and, being
Christmas day, he called it Terra do
Natal, Land of the Nativity. Its pres-
ent capital, Piet¢rmaritzburg, is quite
a pretentious togvp. Durban, its com-
mercial seaport, was originally ‘called
Port Natal. ;

To the northeast of Cape Colony, be-
tween the Orange river and the'Vaal,

t

" is what is called the Free State, the

Vrij Staat of the Dutch. Its official
title is the Orange Free State, but it
i{s often called the Orange Republic.
The capital, Bloemfontein, was named
in- honor of the ancient house of the
Stadtholders in the Netherlands, the
house of Orange-Nassau. In fact, the
flag of the Free State, like that of the
royal house of Orange, is white and:
orange, and in all public ceremonies the
president wears an orange scarf. Eng-
land conquered this republic in 1843,
but a few years later she restored ita
independence, having the Crimean war
on her hands at the time.

Transvaal, “Across the Vaal River,”
waa first calied the Dutch-African Re-
public, but this was changed to the
South African Republic.

The land beyond the Transvaal fron-
tier, called Bechuanaland, is a British
protectorate. The word boer is Dutch
and is applied ‘to the rural land propri-
etors or farmers. In Cape Town you
will hear of English boers or of Dutch
farmers, according to the language
used. Both have the same meaning.
In Dutch there are: Vieboeren, raisers
of cattle; kornboeren, raisers of grain;
wijnboeren, viticulturists, ete. The
origin of the word is rather curious.
In 1652 a ship’s doctor of the Dutch
East Indian company, Jan von Rieheck,
disembarked at Cape Town with some
sailors, soldlers and workmeén and a
gardaner and his wife. Their object
was to found a station where the com-
pany’s vessels would be able to obtain
fresh vegetables, eggs and milk and
fresh meat—in fact, the edibles neces-
sary. to keep the crews from getting
scurvy. The gardener’s wife was given
the care of the cows of the company
and was called “deborein”—the peas-
ant. The others, the soldiers, sailors,
etc., received small grants of land and
planted maize, wheat, cabbages, to-
bacco, tulips and other vegetation.
These were the first boers or peasants.
Afterward, increasing in numbers and
establishing themselves in cities, they
became known distinetively as the Boer -
people.—N. Y. Sun.

HOW STATES ARE POPULATED.

Natural Obstructions Have Been Sur-
mounted and Great Hardahips
A Endured.

When itlie Penusylvania farimers
builded a ship and floated down <he
Ohio river into ‘he country which now
bears that river’s name they set the
precedent for future westward migra-
tion. Going in the easiest manner pos-
sible to the easiest possible destina-
tion, they obeyed *he geographical law
of least resistanre by which habita-
tion has been made the thickest where
it could become so With the minimum
of difficulty.

When the gold hunters receded from
the Colorado mountains, leaving only
the mountaineers to fight it out with
the isolation and the altitude, and to
found a state 15 years subsequently,
and when the emigrants who could no
longer stand the overland trail,
camped by the wayside in Kansas,
and, ir the face of Indians and cy-
clones,began growing corn and wheat,
another law was obeyed and another
precedent established, namely, that
the character of peoples is determined
by the amount of combat with the
natural obstructions of progress.

These two laws conjunctively—the
law of least resistance and the law of
greatest conquest and endurance—
have fixed upon the area of the Unit-
ed States a population as varied as the
topography, a replica in almost every
respect of its physical features.

Population climbs hills and crosees
rivers and pushes through the winds
of the pruiries only so rapidly as it is
easier to do these things than it is
to remain stationary. Community

character evolves into the adventurous .

and the experimental, or holds stur-
dily to the struggle with the present,
or lingers in the complacency of bat-
tles won, according as its environ-
ment permits, requires or prohibita.—
Arthur 1. Street, in Ainslee’s.

) She Wasn’t Alone, .
Browne—There was a burglar ' got

“{nto my beuse last night, and Iimmeds-

ately hurried out to find a policeman.
Towne—You surely didn’t go and
leave your wife alone, did you?
“Certainly not! Didn't I just say
there was a burglar in the house ?"—N.
Y. World. ‘

Spanish Courtesy. \ IS
. In the Spanish Bibles and prayer-
books the name of the Saviourand those
of the saints are always printed with
the title “senor” (Mister) before them,
as Mr. John the Baptist, Mr, Saint Paul,
M», Saint Matthew, etc.—Chicago-Rec-
ord.

. Rico, Hawali and the Philippine

‘

LIKE MOLTEN SILVER

A Traveler from the North Says
. Behring Sea Pho-ph_'ore-cence Sar-
passes All Deseription,

‘, "I bave often heard of the wonderful -

‘phosphorescence of southern seas,” re-
marked a traveler from the north to a
Star reporter, “and I have seen some
pretty fair samples of it in the Atlantic

" between New York and English ports,:

but I did not know it prevailed to any

extent in northern waters until during

the past summer. In- August last I

waa on board the revenue cutter Mc-

Culloch, in the Behring sea, about 63
degrees north latitude, bound north,
when one night about ten o’clock I Fap-
pened to go on deck, and I was almost
frightened by the sight of the sea.
The wind wsa blowing &harp enough:
1o raise the white caps, and the whole
sea looked as if it were lighted from
jts depths by a million arc lights, throw-
ing their whitest rays upward and un-
der the flying foam. The hollows of the
waves were dark, but every crest that
broke, showered and sparkled as if it
were filled with kight. From the sides
of the ship great rolls of broken white
light fell away, and she left a broad
pathway of silvery foam as far back
as the eye could reach.

“But about this hour was the most
striking display. Mere, it was as if
the ship were plowing through a sea
ot white light, and as the water was
thrown back from her prow it fell in
glittering piles of light upon the dark
surface beyond, and was driven far
down below, lighting the depth aa if
all the electricity of the ocean were
shooting its sparkles through the waves
and turning itself into innumerable in-
candescents that flashed a second and
then shut out forever. I stood on the
forecastle deck looking down into the
brilliant white turmoil of the waters
until I began to feel as if we were afloat
upon some silver sea, and a really un-
canny feeling took poasession of me.
The white ship was lighted by the
phosphorescence of the waters, so that
as high up as the deck there was a pale,
wierd white, that made one feel as if
the ‘Flying Dutchmen’ were abroad
upon the seas and had paseed by us.
The masts towered in ashy gray above
the decks, and every rope and line
stood out distinctly in the light, but
cast no shadows. It was all as ghostly
as If we had gone up against the real
thing, and it was a positive rellef to
get back into the ward room, where
there was something more human. I
don't know how long it lasted, but
when I went to bed at 11 o’clock I could
still see the silver shining through the
air port in my state room.”—Washing-
ton Star. :

ABOUT LEPROSY. - -

}

Theé Disease Is Due to the .\eilon b?i.
Special Baclllus—Little Danger
of Contaxtion. [

T.é“ﬁroéj‘ 1w a disease from which this

‘country is in general free, although

perhaps not so absolutely free as is.
commonly belfeved. Physicians who
are in position to know say that few
if any of our large cities are without
their quota of lepers. Most of these
go about without restraint, the mala-
dy pot being far enough advanced to
make them conspicuous, and indeed
often not being recognized as leprosy
even by a physician, if they chance
for any reason to consult one.

There are two forms of leprosy,
kwbwn as the tubercular and anaes-
thetic. In the first of these the bacil-
lus attacks the skin and mucous mem-
branes chiefly; in the second form the
nerves are mainly, or at first exclu-
sively, involved.

The first form is more rapid in ita
development and course, and causes
much disfigurement in ita early
stages; the second is of slow progress,

“and at first is almost unrecogmizable

from the patient’s appearance. ILater,
however, it causes the loss of fingers,
toes and other parts, resulting often
in the most'hideous deformitiea.
While mich has been written of late
about t.h/upregd of leprosy, and many
alarmists predict the most direful re-
sults in this direction from our ne-
cent territorial acquisitions in Porto
is-
lands, there is really no cause for ap-
prehension. :

The disease is due to the action of a .

special bacillus,and is therefore spread
by contagion; yet this contagion is
very weak, and a healthy person
might pass his whole life in the same
house with a leper and never contract
the disease. The danger ol contract-
ing leprosy, even in countries where
it is more or less prevalent, is there-
fore very slight, unless ore is thrown
into intimate relations with a sufferer,
especially with one who has reached
the ulcerative stage of the disease,
The treatment of leprosy is very un-
satisfactory. From time to time re-
ports are published of remarkable
cures effected by some remedy, but,
just as in the case of the repeatedly
proclaimed “consumption cures.” in-
vestigaticn soon shows the reports to
be unfounded or exaggerated.
Cleanliness and proper living are the
bess measures yet known for the treat-
ment of the disease, as well as for its
prevention in the case of those who
may be exposed to its feeble conta-
gion.—Youth’s Companion.

| An Acceptable Son-in-Law, '
" Daughter’s Lover—Major Mobile, T
have called to ask you fgr your daugh-
ter's hand.

Maj. Mobile—But are the stories true,
sir, about you raising fighting cocks
apd dogs, playing craps and poker, and
keeping 14 different brands of whisky
in your cellar? '

“They are, sir.” . .

“Then, God bless you, sir! Take her
-and be happy, and make this house your
home, sir.”—Judge. -

Cut Their Acquaintances. |-
° Bome men cut acquaintances while
feraping them—barbers, for example.
—Chicago Daily News. :

e g

FOREIGN GOSSIP.

‘Léndon has 51 inhabitants pér acre;
Paris, 115,

no official record of any kind is kept of
the proceedings.

A new type of electric railway car
is being used in Brussels, thg object
ot which is to reduce air resistance.
The front of the car is triangular in
shape, the controller and motorman be-
ing atationed in the angle; It has been
found that the new car is very effi-
cient.

The oldest steam engine in the world.
has recently gone off duty after work-
ing more than 120 years. It was built
in 1777. It has a beam engine, the beam
being of wood; the cylinder 32 inches
in diameter, with an.eight-foot stroke.
This veteran engine has been in the
service of the Birmingham Canal Nav-
jgation company. :

The water supply of Havana is col-
lected from springs at the base of a
range of coral hills, and carried through
& masonry aqueduct 33,000 feet long to

The consumption and waste of water
in the city is estimated at 173 gallons
per capita daily. The city is supplied
by gravity from the reservoir.

In the Austrian court it is contrary

to custom for perishable articles to ap-
pear twice on the imperial table. The
result is large perquisites for the at-
tendants. To one man fall all un-
corked bottles, to another the wine left
in the glasses, to another the joints, and
to another still the game or the sweets.
Every morning a sort of market is held
in the basement of the palace, where
the Viennese come to purchase the re-
mains. .
A German doctor has devised a plan
for massaging rheumatic joints. He
takes the patient’s hand and putsitin
a deep glass which is two-thirds full ot
quicksilver, The mercury exerts an
equal pressure on every portion of the
fingers and the pressure increases rap-
idly as the fingers sink further into it.
The hand is alternately plunged and
raised about 20 or 30 times at each treat-
ment, and after a second visit there is
a marked diminution of the swelling.

WILD DUCK AS A MOTHER.

The Most Secluded Places Selected
) for Nests, Which Are Watched
/- Jenlously.

The wild duck is apt to be rather

quaint as a mother. She often seems
- to have the most singular idea about
sites appropriate for the nursery.

It is practically an essential for the
well-being of her babies that
nursery should be close by the wa-
ters’ side, for the little ones like to
take to the water as soon as hatched.
They bave small use for the land ex-
cept to rest on, and they are rather
restless. The water is their element,
and yet the old mother duck will
sometimes choose for her nesting
place a =pot remote by more than a
hundred yards from any water, some-
times she will even choose the humble,
but yet considerable, height of a pol-
lard willow: and how she conveys her
young brood from these situations to
the water is one of those problems
of natural history which, like the

“cuckoo's way of conveying her egg

on vexing till the end of time.

There are theories in plenty, but
no certainty.: And ‘often she will
male her nest or lay her eggs (for her
notions of nest architecture are prim-
itive) in a spot that seems specially
gelected for its absence of covert. And:
yet no one can say that she is not an
affectionate, even an
mother. When vou come near her
nest and startle her off it, she does
not go away, as & wise woman would,
stealthily, secretly, so as not to reveal
to you its existence, but with a flut-
ter and a commotion and often with
an affectation of a broken wing (as
it to lead you off in pursuit of her,
rather than leave you looking for her
egms), that tells you as plainly as it
she had quacked it out: *“I have a
nest there; please do not go looking
for it; but come and catch me; I have
a broken wing.” She has a charming
jiden of human simplicity.

She has only too many reasons for
her overanxiety. It is quite pitiful.
She is a pitiful object herself, as she
goes about in her lame and incompe-
tent fashion. But the real dangers
that menace her young family are
many and terrible. )

On shore, as soon as hatched, or
even while still in the shell, they are
the most attractive prey of rats, both
gray rats and water voles, and no
sooner do they take to the water than
a hungry pike is looking out to gobble
them up or a heron, ostensibly bent on
fishing, is not at all above skewering
one of them on his bavonet beak, if
it should come his way. So all these
adequate causes for most poignant

~anxiety more than excuse

" Duck fer her fussiness even if they be
no egcuse for her habit of pitching
her nursery tent in sites that really
are not very eligible.

secluded spot. For the most part she
will be found sitting closely, if she be

move just a foot or so from her nest,
and remain watching jealously, lest

something of a domesticated person,
having been brought up under a barn-
door hen, and so learning the ways of
civilization. If the wild duck mother
could learm only a portion of her

tented woman.—Country Life.
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home!
Hennypeck—That's - right! .
“Awpe else i a man tostav ?—Puck.
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At meetings of the British cabinet

a reservoir holding 21,000,000 gallons.’

the -

into a wren’s nest, will probably go.

overanxious, -

But this mother has chosen a fairly '

approached with caution, or else will -

her eggs take any harm. And close
beside her in the same covert is.
Mother Pheasant on her nest, less.

suspicious and more trustful, for she,

trustfulness she would be a more con-

o
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THE BOER AND HIS RIFLE.

There Are Differences Between the
Weapon Used Now and Twen-
ty Yenrs Ago.

- In the war of 1879-84 the Boers dis-

‘played deadly accuracy with the rifle,
but their weapon then was very differ-
ent from the arm used recently at
Dundee.  The rifle of 20 years ago was
built on the lines of the British Mar-
tini. It was a hammerless arm of about
nine pounds’ weight, with a 30-inch
half-octagon barrel and a shotgun-butt
stock. The caliber was 45, with a bul-
let weighing from 405 to 450 grains.
The powder charge was 90 grains,ina
brass-drawn cartridge case. The rifle
was sighted up to 2,000 yards. Besides
the udual stationary sight it had a re-
vershble front—that is, a sight capable
of being used as an ordinary frontsight,
and, by a single motion, it was changed
into a pirhead sight, covered with a
ring to keep it from being knocked
off. On an oceasion where particular
fine shooting was demanded this front
globe was further covered with a
thimble-shaped hood, shading it per-
fectly. The usual standing rear, or
fixed, sights were on the barrel, while
on the gun's grip wus a turn-down
peep that was regulated by a side screw
to an elevation of 2.000 yards. : The peep
and globes were never used under 70U
or 800 yards.

“I was very much interested in the
Boer riflemen and their weapons,” said
Archibald Forbes, who was with Sir
Evelyn Wood's column in South Africa
in 1879-30. *“They are marvelous rifle
shots. They shoot their antelope and
other game from the saddle, not ap-
parently caring to get pearer to their
quarry than 600 or 700 yards. Then
they understand the currents of air,
their effect upon the drift of a bullet,
and can judge distance as accurately
as it could be measured by a skilled
engineer. They can hit an officer as
far as they can discern his insignia of
rank. Sir George W. Colley, the com-
mander in South Africa, was killed at
a distance of 1,400 yards at Majuba
Hill. We lost terribly in officers at the
fight mentioned, and ulso at Laing's
Nek and Rorke's Drift, from the deadly
rifies of the sharpshooting Boers.”

The Boer weapon that did such exe~

cution the other day is the sporting
modelof the Mannlicher,a German arm,
perhaps the most powerful weapon of
its caliber and weight in the world.
The military Mannlicher is used in the
armies of Austria, Holland, Greece, Bra-
zil, Chili. Peru and Roumania.~ The
jideal Manpnlicher is a sporting rifle
known as the Haenel model. Itisa
beautifully finished arm, weighing
about eight pounds, and costing in
South Africa 200 German marks. The
rifle barrel is 30 inches long. the car-
bine 24. It has a pistol grip and sling
Its cal-
iher is 30. This rifle has an extreme
range of 4,500 yards, and a killingrange
of +4,000. At that distance the bul-
let wild go through two inches of solid
ash, and nearly three of pine, quite
enough force to kill. if the bullet struck
a vital part. At 20 yards it will sheet
through 50 inches of pine. The bullet
for war is full-mantled, with a fine cuter
coating of copper or nickel.  That for
game shooting is only half mantled,

‘leaving the lead poifit exposed so that

it opens back' or mushrooms when it
strikes. For deer, elk and biears there
can be mno better arm. Though the
bullet makes but a small oritice where
it enters the expansion causges it to
tear a hole as large as a man's finger
where it makes its ‘exit. Travelirg at
the rate of 2,u00 feet a second the foree
of this bullet’s blow is tremendous.
There has been much discussion over
the dym-dum bullet. Itisa soft-point-
ed missile, but by no means -so deadly
or destructive as is this Haenel-Mann-
licher bullet which the Boers are using.
It it strikes at close range, or 1.0¢0
yards, or under, and does not flatten,
the Mannlicher bullet ‘bores a hole
right through a bone, without splinter-
ing. But when it upsets the shock
is terrible. The bullet literally smashes
the flesh and bone into fragments. Tt
has been charged that the Boers are us-
ing the soft-pointed bullet in  their
deadly aenel-Manrlichers, — Chicago
Inter Ocean.

Eight Can Dine in This Clock.’

The largest suspension clock in the
aworld is now in use in the Liverpool
street station of the Great Eastern
railway at London, England. The case
of thé clock is 20 feet high and 10 feet
square, and has four dials, ‘each of
which is six feet in diameter. Thirty

people can be accommodated inside the

case, and, on one occasion, dinner was
served to eight guests at one time
within its limits. Access to the clock
is had by a trap door in the roof, a re-
movable iron ladder leading down to
the top of the case. The clock is reg-
ulated and wound by -electricity, and
the only persons who visit it.are those
who are atiracted by curiesity. Not
far off is the first illumirated church
clock ever set up, that of St. Bride's,
which began to show the time to be-
lated Londoners in 1526, The regula-
tion of clocks by electricity was also
a London invention. The first circuit,
consisting of 108 clocks, was perfected
in 1878.—Chicago Tribune.

Atheism Encourages Suticide.

" "The figures taken from the official
"‘records of three Bohernian ' fraternal

benefit societies, for periods of from
three to five years, show that in every
1,000 deaths there were in the first 100
suicides, in the second 200 and in the
third 333. The circular calls attention
to the fact that along with this remark-
able prevalence of suicide in these so-
cieties there exists a general infidelity,
and argues that there is & connection of
caues and effect between them.—Chi-
cago Chronicle.

No Advice Wanted, . " ;-
Richmond—I want to talk to you like
a friend and brother.
Bronxborough—If you do our friend-
ship ceases.—N. Y. Journal.

Prix de Pabonnement, pour I'smnée:

Bt e, $12065,

QUEER THEORY ABOUT TASTE.

Peasimistic Rensoners Contend That: -

It Is Only a Triek of the

Imagination. T

. There are some pessimiste-who urge
that the whole question of refinec taste -
is a great illusion. “Nothing is good
or bad, but thinking makes it so,” and
“why think?"” they say.

Distinctions of taste are truly a mor-
bid affectation of the jaded. Itisonly
a trick of our imagination, they argue,

that causes us to differentiate between |

styles and to detect a difference in vari-.
ous brands of cigars, or to imagine that
the wine of one year is superior to that
of anpother. ) ¢

“For,” they.conclude, triumpbantly.'-"
*“if you smoke in the dark you are al-
together unconscious of the fact, and
in the dark the oldest port wine will f
be undistinguishable from the most
modern sherry, even to an experienced
wine taster.”

True, but to smoke a cigar in the .
dark is the same thing as to listen to .*

music in a vacuum. Our five senses
work together in the apprehension and’ =
appreciation of phenomena, and will- -
fully to incapacitate any one of them
is like marching to batile with one’s :
hands tied behind ome’s back. There °
is no doubt a vast amount of humbug :
in all connoisseurship; from the ex- ¢
perts on the origin of secd peas up to
the culiivation of that school of critics
who deny that any Italian painter
painted any of the pictures attributed
to him. ¢
Botticelli's masterpieces, they tell us, .

were painted by a friend of his; if this

was the case, that friend is Botticelli: .

‘

Even experts in handwriting, as the -

Dreyfus affair has shown us, are notal-
ways infallible. Happily, howerver, *
these are practical tests, and occasion- .~
_ally the judgments of intuition are con- .
fused by circumstantial evidence.

But even if taste is an illusion, it is
a pleasing one. That is to say, those
who are favored with it in a reason- -
able degree are happier than those.
without it, for we shall always derive -,
considerable satisfaction in thinking
that Mozart's melodies are Jovelier than -
those of Mascagni; the pictures of ‘
Whistler better painted than those of

Bourgereau; the books of Tourgeneff - .

and Flaubert and Miss Austen better
books than those of Geurges Ohnet,
Paul Bourget and Marie Corelli, even
though we may be mistaken, though.
in reality Flaubert be a fraud and Misa:
Corelli an artist.—N. Y. World. :

ABSENCE OF MIND. .

He Was Thinking of Nothing in Pare
ticular and Made a Queer '
Mistake, A e

On ‘a recent rainy evening a maa
‘walked across Cottage Grove avenue at’
a rather dark corner, with a letter in.
his hand, intending to drop it into the =
mail box that is fixed there.
thinking of nothing in particular, ex-
cept of avoiding as much us possibde.
the pools of mud and mire that made
the crossing rather unpleasant at that.
point; but just as he reached the vi-
cinity of the mail box his attention was
drawn to a couple of pretty girls who
were laughing and chattering together .
at the roadside, waiting for a south-
bound car to come moung. Of course,:
their being there was no concern of his,
but for all that he stopped and stared
at them with as much coolness as i -
he had known them. While he was thus
Laiting with his fetter in hix hand que
of the girls looked up at him with' a
half reproving glance that he accepted
as a hint to mind his own business, and
he then sidled slowly backward toward .-
the mail box, still, however, keeping -
his eyes directed toward the girls. A
train of cars was approaching, and they
were adjusting their skirts prepara-
tory to boarding it, and so as not to ap-,
pear too watchful of their movementa :
the man moved bis hand toward the
mail box, without Jooking at it and -
tried to force his letter into the open-
ing. He was not surprised to find his
hand in contact with a wet surface, for
the rain had moistened evervthings
but he was very greatly surprised when
he found the mail box begin to move ’

and heard a gruff voice emerge from it.

“What the dickens are you up to?”,
said the voice.

“I—I—beg vour pardon,” said the
man, bringing his eyes rapidly away
from the retreating train of cars, “I
only wanted to mail a letter.” o

“Well, you needn’t want to mail it
down my back,” said the gruft voice.b
which turned out to be that of amanin
a shiny wet waterproof, who was
standing near the mail box waiting for
some one. :

The absent-minded one begged par-
don once more, turned swiftly to the .

real mail box, posted his letter and
vanished, wondering what would have -~
really -

become of the letter if he had
mailed it down the other man’s back.

—Chicago Evening News.

c o Kimberley’s Drawbaaks.- §
-7 ‘Only those in search of wealth would .
“willingly live at Kimberley.

country being unrelieved by foliage or
any eminence taller than an ant hill. -
Sometimes eight months elapse with-
out a shower of rain, consequently life’
in the town is rendered almost unbear-
able by fler¢e, choking dust storms. -
The thermometer on these occasions
often reaches 100 degrees in the shade. :
Kimberley, however, has its compensa-
tions. Its winters are delicious, and it
produces 90 per cent. of the diamonds
exported from South Africa. The in-:
habitants include many of the old dig-
gers, who still speak of the town as
“the camp.”—London Mail,

Oom Paula Pemmanship. !

better than he can a pen. Hissigpnature
is cramped and scarcely legible. He -
signs bimself *“S. J. P. Kruger,”,” his
full name being Stephanus Johannes
Paulus Kruger.—N. Y. World. ;
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He was "%

Ivisan . -
unpicturesque region, the flat, bleak ." -

i7" Bom Paul can bandle a rifle raoch- -




