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OLD STEAMBOAT DAYS,

When i1t Was the Custom to Raee
with Every BDoat That
Came Along.

When one steamboat comes along-
side another on the Mississippi each
tries to pass the other. That isan in-
variable rule of the road.

1t js as much a rule on the river as
T s in driving. A manisoutin a light
rig and bas before him, as far as he
can see, a smooth, wide, unobstructed
dirt speedway. He has a good, fresh,
spirited horse that wants to go and:
needs muscle to hold back. :

Arpother outfit, under precisely sim-
flar conditions, comes up alongside and
tries to whisk by. .

The man is not living who will keep.
kis pull on the lines and let the other
outfit throw the dust in his face. e,
will give his horse its head, and there|
will be a race. ;

Neither driver will have started out:
with the intention of racing. Ile may
have made up his mind to eat dust
sooner than race, but let the other rig
whisk by and he's after it *halfoot,”.
as the saying is.

It is the same way in steamboating.
No water of another boat, especially it
the other boat is slower or more heavily,
Joaded.

It is in the human blood, and no
amount of danger from overtaxed boil-
ers, narrowness of chaunel, sandbars,
shoals or snags will deter the fast boat,
from showing its heels to the slower
boat.

' I have seen passengers in the olden.
time, when everybody knew a good deal
sbout the river and its dangers, come
up to the captain of the boat they had
taken passage of and say to him, so-
licitously:

“Now, captain, I want you to assure
me of ouc thing—that you are not going
to race. I've got my wife and children
on board, and I don’t want to expose
them to needless danger.” X

“Of course, we won't race,” the eap~
tain would answer, and he would mean,
it whea he said it.

In a little while along would coma.
8 slow, heavily-loaded scow of a boat.
and try to pass us. The captain would’
get busy, and so would the pilot, the
engineer and the firemen.

And, as the competing hoat would
xhade down to o small speck on the rear
horizon, the passenger who was soanx-
fous to keep his family out of needless
danger would come up from below, wip-
ing a pair of bruised and dirty hands,
and, inflating his chest proudly, say to
the captain: “She never touched us!™

That passenger had been down on the
boiler deck during the race, passing
cordwood to the stokers to put under
the boilers.

That’s how it is with stéamboat
racing.— St. Louis Republic.

YOUNGER ENGLISH SONS.
Even Those of Titled Familiea ITave
to Go Out Into the World
and Work,

The younger sons of high birth In
England have to make their way in the
world and to show what stufl there is
fn them. The aldest son inherits the
title and the bulk of the estate, and his
future is secure; but his younger broth-
ers—and Fnglish families are large—
enter either the army or the navy, or
take orders {n the church, or read for
the bar, or find work to o in some oth-
€er profession.

Lord Kalisbury was a vounger son,
and was dependent upon his own re=
sources until the death of au older
brother brought him within line of &
Tich inheritance. Tlis five sous have,

been trained to win success for theme. .

selves in various professions. The old-
est, who will inherit the estate, has en~
tered public lite and busied himself
with the management of his father's.

property and investments. The second.

is a clerygman, another is a lawyer,
another is a soldier and the youngest
is one of the rising men in the comr
mons.

There are idlers and ne’er-do-wells
mmwong the titled classes in England,
but most of the younger sous of the
great houses have to manke their for-
tunes and win their way in profession-
al life. They have the advantage of g,
university education at Oxford or Cam-
bridge. but they are forced to choose
their careers and to try to make somo-
thing of themselves. ,In the army in
Bouth Africa there has becn o grand
muster of younger sons of the nobility.
Dukes, marquises, earls and baronets.
have had sons and nephews under fire.
Even royalty was represented at the
seat of war, for the queen had u grand-
son in Natwal, and the duchess of York
two brothers. There was hardly a
house of noble lineage in Evclaud with-
out its vounger sons and ZTanCsONns un-
der marching orders for the post of
@anger. They were not shirking their
duty, but doing it bravely. Many heirs
to great estates and titles were also
‘there to share the perils and burdens
of the campalgn.-—Youth's Companion.

Reflections of n Bachelor,

No man can set a proper example to
Bhis wife and to the children at the
mame time.

It never makes an old bachelor any
Iore miserable lecause he knows
what makes all the married women
fate khim so.

No woman who chooses to go 'round
with o man’'s shirt, collar and neck-
tie on bas any business to expect a

man 10 take off his hat to her.—N, Y.
Press.

—_—
Exactness of Medtcal Science.

First Physician—What's the matter
~with Jones?

8econd Physiclan—He’s either got
®n everylay cold or a severe compli=
sation of grippe. I can’t tell til] T look
Dim up in Bradstreet's.—N. Y. World,

Merely a Theory,
Bmith—Jones fell asleep in a car and
awoke to find his pockets rifled.

He must have been loaded
q:hse.go Evening News.

PENALTIES IN KIMBERLEY.

Imposed Upon Thieves and Othey
Criminals Who Violate
. the Lavws, -

Kimberley proper is built around a
hole big enough to hold the entire white
population of South Africa. Thisisthe
excavation above the Kimberley mine,
made when diamonds were mined from
the surface. Nowadaysshafts are sunk
and levels formed, whence the blue
ground is blasted out and hauled to
the surface in elevators. The diamond
is different from other precious stones
In that it is found in soft clay, while
the amethyst, ruby and emerald are im-
bedded in quartz. This makes the dia-
mond easy to conceal in the mouth, nose
and by swallowing, and every year the
De Beers company gets from the work-
men $2,000,000 worth of stolen goods,
The inclination to pilfer these precious
stones is so intense that the crime is
severely punished. In South Africa the
first commandment is: *“Thou shalt
not steal diamonds.” Yhat rape is to
Georgia is 1. D. B. (illicit diamond
brigand) to South Africa. For murder
a man may get ten years; for having a
diamond found on his person thatisnot
registered, 20 years. At Cape Town is
a great convict station called the
“Breakwater,” where sons of prominent
American families and English aristo-
crats join in lockstep with Lascars and
Kaffirs, They have all violated the
first commandment. In XKimberley
1,000 negro convicts sort the diamonds
under the muzzle of martinirifles. They
are kept in a separate place. The other
black boys live in a five-acre inclosure
known as the “Compound.”

The De Beers company eontrols the
diamond market of the world. Of the
five mines, Kimberley, De Beers, Du
Torts, I'an, Bullfontein and Premier,
the first two are situated in Kimberley
and are the only ones worked now. The
diamonds produced in other parts of
the world would not supply the city of
Philadelphia. The value of the South
African product thus far has been $600,-
000,000. The supply seems inexhaust~
ible.

Two other localities are rich in din-
monds—Joegersfontein and Koffyfon-
tein—both in Orange Free State. At
the former the fumous Joegersfontein
Excelsior, weighing 900 carats, was
found in May, 1883, and the output of
thatfield last January was 15,189 carats,
valued at 150,08, The corresponding
output a1t Koffyfontein was $11,000
worth. The proportion of diamords to
earth extracted is greater at Joegers-
fontein than at Kimberley.—Allen San-
gree, in Ainslee's

TRANSVAAL SPIDERS.

Extremely Polwonous Species That
Threaten the British Soldiera
in the Boer War,

Guvernment officlals In Engiand have
just learned that British soldiers in the
Transvaal are exposed in a measure to
another danger besides the bullets of
the Boers. This information has come
to them from Mr, Distant, a well-known
naturalist, who recently returned to
Englard after spending several months
in the Transvaal, whither he went for
the purpose of collecting stravge in-
sects. His missior was suceessful, and
among the insects which he brought
home were specimens of a murderous
spider.

The scientific name of this spider is
Harpactira gigas, and according to Mr.,
Distautis u maost dangerous insect, both
to man and beast, for the reason that
ft can inject poison into any animal that
ittouches. A frog bitten by one of these
spiders dies at once, and larger animals
suffer excruciating puin for awhile, and
are even dn danger of death, Fven a
dead spider Is dargeraus. Mr. Distant
rfaw a kitten eat a spider which had
just been killed, and at once the anj-
mal manifested signs of great upony.
Her whole body became cramped; her
breath came and went in gusps, and at
oue time she seemed to be at the point
of death. Forseveral hours she encured
this horrible pain, and then the effects
of the venom ceased and she gradually
recovered,

It is supposed that this poison «on-
sists of a pungent fluid and that it is
exuded from the hairs with which the
spider’s budy is covered. Similar poi-
sonous hairs are to be found on the bird
spider of South Awerica, and, accord-
ing to truvelers, they never fail to pro-
duce a great irritation on the human
skin whenever they come in contact
with it,

There is another wonderful spider in
the Transvaal, which has apparently
been discovered for the first time by
Mr. Distant. Tt lives, we are told, in
large communities and builds itself a
nest like a bird’s. The nest is of irreg-
ular form, and in the interior are sev-
eral artistically coustructed galleries,
which serve as homes for all the spiders
of that particular fumily, Oue of these
nests may be seea in the London zoo-
logical garden. It is very large and is
deftly covered with ary leaves. The
spider in construeting o nest takes the
utmost pains to make it of such u color
that it will escape the eves of its ene-
mies, and in this laudable task the in-
genious little creature almost always
succeeds.—N. Y. Herald,

A Severe Remedy,

A litilo boy came home after the
children had had thetr eyes examined,
with the following note, duly signed
by the prineipal:

“Mr. Judkins—Dear Sir: Your son
shows decided indications of astigma-
“4ism end his case is one that should
‘De attended to without delay.”

The father sent the following an-
Bwer: :

“Mr. Kershaw—Dear Sir—Whip it
-out of him. Yours truly, Hiram Jud-
Xkins.”—Detroit Free Press.

Coal, .
Mrs. Furniss—My husband is always
making plans to save up money.
Mrs. Flatte—What, becomgs of them?

“Oh, they go up in smoke.”—N. Y.
Journal.

FOREIGN GOSSIP.

Abont $150,000,060 in American eap-
ital is invested in the republic of Mex-
ico.

Switzerland exports regularly to
other countries 17 different kinds of
cheese. '

Jamaica {8 a famous tourist resort
because of its rivers, waterfalls, woods
and mountains.

Storms of great severity are come
‘mon on the Caspian sea, owing to its
great size and the fuct that its coasta
are peculiarly favorable to sudden and
violent atmospheric changes,

The washing in Egypt is usually
done by the men. The Egyptian wash-
ermen stand on the banks of the Nile
and slap the wet clothes on the smooth
stones at the edge of the running was
ter. -

Baku has the best harbor on the
Caspian, and is the outlet for the trade
of central Asia. Its naphthaindustry
gives it wealth out of all proportion
to its population, which is hardly 100,
C00.

The Belgian electoral reform bill
which has been passed recently by
the chamber at Iirussels for the first
time in parliamentary history intro-
duces the system of proportional rep-
resentation.

The imperial ‘pawnshop in Vienna
has just been reopened to the publia
after a considerable enlargement. De-
sides advancing loans on pledged ar-
ticles the managers undertake the sale
by auction of any gonds or stock f
merchaundise submitted. )

The Austrian emperor's erown was
recently photographed in order to cor-
rect {miperfect representations of it on
coins and official documents, The
crown is regarded as one of the finest
works of Furopean goldsmiths. The
material alone is worth 500,000,

THE DEMOCRATIC «V. C.

A Famous War Decoration Open to
Everybody~Its Effeet on
the Men.

To Amerfeans the preatest werlt of
the famous Dritish Cecorntion of tle
Vietoria Cross maust be e ertirely
Cemocratie character ¢4 its regnlations,
Among its first recipier 1s was o Lerro,
William Hall, of the Navul bricade,
which eut such a herdie fivire in the
Tudian mutiny,  Sivee that tire it Las
heen won by two other colored e,
William Hodge, of the Firet Weet Irdia
regimient, and Wildam J. Gorcon, of
the Fourth. 04 2 vce three colored
VOGS the olCest, Wil Hall, is, it
he s stiil livine, a Yery old man, | A
photograph of him taker ie 1-45 chows
him as a vererablo white weale but
still erect and vigornus man. I§ i« cu-
rious that all three «.f thece o0 ved b
roes have the simw Uret nare, William,
Perhaps beeavse of ite hein s thee open
to aryone, of however ! MV estate, the
Victoria Cross in ot ireluded ir the
list of “Orders” giver in the works on
heraldry,

Among the regiments of the British
ard Indinn armies, the Ninth lancers,
otherwise called tle Queen’'s

royvals,
and of disnetrons fume in oonection
with the present war, stands firet on
the list of distinction as recarcs the
Victoria Cross: the Santh Wale s Dor-
derers, formerly the Twerty-fourth
fufantrr, being second, and tLe Iack
Watch (Raval Hiclianders) third, In
Point of actval rumbers, the Dorcerers
reckon 16 crasses to the 13 of the
Queen's royals, but e former, being
an infautry regiment, with two bas-
talions, has more than twice as many
men on its regimental books as the lat-
ter, whick gives the Queen's royals the
first place, after due allowanee, Tle
Black Wateh numbiers ten erosses. Of
the 13 V. €0 in the Queen's royvals, all
were won in the [udian muticy, except.
thatef Lord Willinm Beresford, a broth-
er of Lord Charles,

As lorg ago as the davs of Arabi
Pacha and the first Rritish-Egyvptian
wur there were loud complaints that
the ambition to gain this most envied
of military distivetions was oceasion-
ing much reckless and urprofitable ex-
posure of life. An old British horse ar-
tillery noncommissioned officer, now
living in New York, who was asked
what he thought of this view of the
Vietoria Cross, siniply pooh-poohed the
idea that a commissioned oMfcer in the
British army would be so foolish as to
gamble his life awar for a decarntion,
“Our officers know their duty better
than that,,” he said.  “And (he men,
they have to obey orders, and they
know it. Why &0 many -ufficers have
been killed in South Africa is heecause
they know the men are all the timo
looking for them to lead them. A Brit-
ish soldier will go through h—I1 if his
ofticer tells him to, and the cflicers dar'T
want to leave it to anybody to say they
themselves won't face the danger they
order their men into.”"—N. Y. Tribune,

Apprehenatve.

“It's mo use trying to get ahead of
em,” said Mr. Blykins, “Capital is
bound to take advantage of us. It
can figure it out and make it all secin
plain and plausible, rnd before we
know it, we're being oppressed.”

“What are you talking about?
asked his wife.

“The twentieth century.” .

*“Oh, that's easy. You just make
up your mind when you think it ought
to begin and then say the other
thing.” Mr. Blykins looked at her
witheringly and then exclaimed:

“Did you know that the twentieth
century will be shy on Mondays? 0Of
course, you didn't. You don't know

, any mathematics or chronology out- )

side the grocery book. Scientists have
lifted their minds higher and shown
conclusively that while there will be
plenty of Tuesdays and other days, we
won't get the Mondays that are com-
ing to us. I don't want to be violent,
but I will say that when we consider
that Monday is pay day with the con-
cern I work for, the whole thing looks

mighty suspiefous.” —~- Washingtoa
Kar, -
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PITH AND |POINT.
In the alphabet of{erotism there is
but one letter.—Chicjro Duily News.
I time was mondy the idle boy
would be a millionaipe.~Golden Days.
Enthusiasm is ofin bought, as la-
bor is bought, at s¢ much a day.—
Atchison Globe.
Spunge—*Talk is cheap.” Kostick
—"You seem to think|so, from the way
you use my teleplone.”—DBaltimore
American,
“They say musie | will cure the
blues.” “That's so; when 1 hear some
kinds of music I qui} feeling sad and .
get mad.”—N, O. Tinjies-Democrat,
B'Jove—*Did I understand you to
say that Willie Goodfeigh had an aw-:
ful load last night™] B'Jinks—*"Yes;
he was trying to tdach Miss Heavy-
weight to skate.”—TlIlown Tepics.
“latellect doégn’t mmount to any-
thing.” “What do |you mean, Mi-
nerva?’ “The most |ntellectual wom-
an in the world cun be squelched in
three seconds by a (ressmaker.”—In-
dianapolis Journal.
Mrs. Lash—"What [lid you get baby
for a birthday present?’ Mrs. Rash
—*"T tcok four dollary and niuety-uine
cents out of the littje darlirg's bank
and bought him thiq lovely famp for
the drawing-room.” < Boston Beacon,
Edith—"I know le hLas lots ot
money; but for all that I don’t sea
how Blanche coulfl marry him.”
Bertha—*"Perhaps yoh have not heard
that he has been refused by no less
than three life insurjice companies,”
—Boston Transcript

THE FINISHING TOUCH.

Chiesgo Dude Who| Completed Tig
Tollet on an “L*” Train Not Eqgual
to an Llmdrgency,

Some wise person Lys caid soumewhere
that if & woman do-fres 10 see vanity
fuce to face Jet her ok in ber mirror,
That is all very well, fuut now and then
You run across u wiug who canring in
Lew charges on the feminive folly,

Ou one of the A}y “L"” truins one
afternoor recentiy a joung woman got
on at Thirty-rinth sfreet. She wus a
quict, keyiike givl, dressed in o well-
fittitg gray wior-n e suit, and set-
tied herself back for o good read on the
wiay to the city, whel he got on ot the
Loyt station and scafed himself oppo-
tite. He was “potih up regardicss.”
une of those new ~Junning suits in
brown and tan checif that are all the
po. white felt Lat, witli puic blue bang,
atd a sik umbrelia.

As soon as the tradf. was well urder
wiay again he drew ot a penkrife and
worked industriousl; it Lis finger vails
fur severul minutes. |This finisheé, hLe
procuced a peari tootd pick aed labored
ut his white, even teeth furawhile. Aft-
¢r this operation wih over he gazed
thoughtfully cut of tfe window at whe
slimmer of the lake £|rin the disturce,
and with a sigh of (hntentment fum-
bled in Lis vest pockft until Le found
a sl mirror. Huving studicd the
cffect of his new red fand purple tie in
this, he started it o1} his mustacke, o
pate, feathery sugpeptdon for what
might be in Cays to of me.

This lutter was coifibed and twirled
and petted until it sfood out at the
proper anvle with u|well-detined curl
at cither end. The foft Lut was pushed
farther back to see |7 the part of the
hair was O K, and at[last, with anoth-
er sigh of relief, Le ropluced the mirror
and jeaned back con (facently,

But the girl in gray Ead been watch-
ing Rim over the .} of her bouk,
watching cach new Lrarvek of the busi-
tess withincereasing fterest, and, tinal-
ive when she saw 1) mirror go back
in its leather cuse, sfie laid aside her
Look, arnd, operitg Lir chatelaine bag,
crew out a chamois s3'n well powdered
ard proffered it Witll a smiie to her
traveling eompanion, |whiie the poople
around enjoyed the tiftle comedy.

"Woulde't you like|to put on the fin-
iching toueh?” she asked, sweetly, and
Le stifffy arase and went into the
sitoker,—Chicago Trijune.

NEVER ATE FOREIGN MEAT.

Bat e Found Out I} Doean’t I'ay te
IIe Too Sare Until One Knowas
All the Huces,

A certain Maj. Browpjoues, whomade
it his boast that L never allowed
Aterican or colonial faent to be rerved
at his table, recentiy] visited an old
comrade in Liverpocl. One night gt
dinner n most deliciofs snddle of (ap-
parently) Welsh mutfon appeared, to
which the major dic fmple justice.

“AWI" he observed. [0 wish that my
butcher iu London v ohild send e statt
like that; and yet hedeuls ouly iu the
best British ment.”

“Well,” said his Dridnd, “as a matter
of fuct, you have bee; vuting New Zea-
Iand mutton; but ity only fair to say
that 1 get it from a|friend who is a
large wholesale importer.”

“By Jove, you dunft say 80! ex=-
claimed the guest; “lwish he'd tell me
where I can get the lie in town.”

“We'll go and see him to-morrow,”
said the host. The vikit was duly paid
to the meat-monger, who smiled when
he heard the Londonet's eulogy and ex-
plaration.

“Tell me,” he returf.cd, after listen-
ing to the epicure’s rimarks, “in what
part of London you rf«ide, and 1 dare
say I can give you the dddress of a retail
butcher who will supply you with ex-
actly the same sort of mutton as that
which you like so mich.,” The major
handed him his card.

“Ah!”observed thei nporter, “there’s
the very man withir tyo streets of your
house. We supply Hm with all his
meat. lMere's his address,” he added,
handing a slip of paper to the secker
after succulent joints. ,

The major read, the major started,
the major frawred—tle major, truih to
say, cried vengeance;| and no wonder,
for the address was fthat of his own
butcher, who dealt only in home prod-
uce.—London Sketch.

OFFER UP HUMAN SACRIFICE

Rellglous Sect in Hollaud Looks On
While Four Women Are
MNaisn,

The New York Journal correspond-
ent 2t Amsterdaw cabics: There was
a terribie tragedy yesterday ut Apel-
doorn as a result of religious fanati-
cism. At Apeldoorn there is a pecul-
jar sect which decided 10 otfer a hu-
wan sacrifice to God. The elder in
cLarge of the congregation, who sug-
gested the sacrifice, also selected two
Young girls as the victims, Their par-
ents approved and the girls, arruyed
m costumes of white, were muade
rcady for the sacritice.  The elder,
who is a peasant farmer, decided as
his frenzy grew that four vietims, not
two, should be offered up on the altar,
Lut said nothing of who the other two
sliculd Le.

A service of praise and prayer pre-
ceded the sacrifice.  Suddenly, while
the services were going on, the elder
seized his womuan servant., threw her
across the altar aud neariy  decap-
itated hier with a xingle stroke of a
sharp knife. Then he scized the two
girls and they were slunghtercd in the
same wuay In the meantime the
eicer's wife had stood near. praving
and erying, unconscious that she, tao,
had been selected as a vietm.  The
rest of the cungregation gazed ca'mly
on.

When the girls were dead the elder
said that yet another vietim was de-
manded, and seized his wife, She
strugeled, but orly for & moment.
She was  slowly dragoed  backwanl
across the altar and the knife did its
werk.

Then the murderer, as a part of the
rite, dipped his hands in the blood of
his victims and the congrezation dis-
persed. Tle police have arrested the
murderer and several memblers of the
sect who witnessed and encouraged
the racrifice,

NEW MAIL ROUTE.

Post Office Department Is Preparing
to Sarvey a Line to the Cupe
Nome Dintrict,

A new ronte for the maile to the
Cape Nomoe region in Alnska will be
surveyee by an ftspecter of the post
office depurtment tis spring. Edwin
Engelstad, of 8t Michael's, one of the
Gic residents of Alurha, was recenty
in consutation with Xecond Assistant
Postniaster Genera! Shalevberger at
Washiirtan, who delegated Lim 1o
pilot the Inspector over the route,  Mr.
Engelstad caid:

“Tue route we will purcue is as fol-

lows: From Sitka to Kadink a DIHX‘.(b-.

Iv¥ mail steemer runs, wnd from Kadiak
geross Sheilihoff straite is anctler 44
miies 1o be coveral Ly water., We will
land at Kstmai, and thenee procoed o
Bristol bay. he next pciut is Fort
Alexander. on the Nuskeguhk river,
and after that Kwniuke ®skv. on the
Kuskohwin river,  Foll wing are the
Kussinn miscion, on the Yuken: An-
drioffehy. Kutilk and St Michael's in
the orcer named. A cirenit of Norton
scund, a distuned of 200 mites, will be
made and Cipe Nome rewched.  The
total distance is 1,26, miles, and T have
agreed to have the inspector there by
May 1 Nearly all of the distance
must be coverad by doy sieds,

"Dy this routa, rtartinr  carriers
Irom the Cpposite ends of the lne in
November and bLaviis tlem meet at

“a half way point 1 tirure four round

trips can be made i the winter, It
wiil take seven weeks 1o muhe the
trip, on an average. A\ evsten; of re-
lars should be wstabii-lied and local
mail taker up along the routes”

A CONNECTING LINK.

Commnander Hooth-Tucker Save That
God 1Is Usimg Sulvation Armjy as
Mighty Peace-f'ower.

“I Lelivve that God is usitg us as the
cornecting Ltk between the nutions of
the world; thut thu Saivation Army is
the lurgest urd maoet practical prace or-
ganization ir the wiiverse, and cur
hope is that it will be vur provinee
establirh peace botween ul! countries.”
This from: Commazder Booth-Tucker,
head of the Salvaton Armyin America,
who or Saturday returred to this coun-
try after a five weoks’ trip 10 Europe.
“We wert to Englund,” said Le, “Mrs,
Booth-Tucker to course!, ard I to oh-
tain the attendance in America of Gen.
Willinm Hooth, the founder of the Sal-
vation Army, und his son, Branweil
Bouth, who is the international chief of
staff ard second in command.  Gen,
Booth wild visit America some tine in
the con.ing fall, ard Brumwel! Donth
wiil probubiy eome hereut a t'me simul.
taneous with cur approaching exhibi-
tion of Saivation Armuy work.”

SERVANT GIRL QUESTION.

Cabinet QMceers and Their Fnmilfes
Not Exempt from the Usual
Trianls and T'ribulations,

Cabinet officers and their famiiies are
not exempt from the uswval trials and
trivulations over the servant girl ques-
tion. The otheruight when Mry. Smith,
wite of the postmauster general, wished
todress for the congressional reception,’
she had to call in the couk and laun-
dress, as her maid had taken a sudden
departure, finding it fmmpossibie to
agree with the other servants. Negro
“help” in Wushingtor bhave a way of
leaving, not orly without notice, Lut
often s0 quietly their abeence is not
even known for some time. Some of
the mistresses of houses ir rexident so-
ciety have made formal contracts which
fuvolve a loss of pay where u servant
leaves without notice. TLe rcgroes,
however, well understand that no po-
litieal official could afford to defend a
suit for wages.

Germany’s Ilig DBoats.
Germany has 23 houats of over 17,000
tons’ capacity.

SMALL CASE, BIiG COST.

An Ineldent Which llustirntes the
Expensive Procedure of Mattera
Broaght Before Gaverament.

Formalities of the zovernmen: and
the cost involved in Coiny uothiug = il-
lustrated by some oticiul corres;ond-
ence which hus just been forwarced to
the house by Seeretary Root. An officer
of a Massachusetts volunteer reciment
lost a gold watch arnd 837 in money
while at Montauk Ioin:, N. Y., ¢un his
return from Cuta. The inguiry extencs
over the period from Octoher, 1803, to
July, 1=09, and bas just riached con-
oress.

Tt is accompanicu by 4 letter of Secw
relary Root, saying the elaim for re-
imbursement “appears 1o be meritori-
ous. but us ttere is 1o fund at the dis-
posal of the war department  whickh
cculd lawfully be uscd to reimburse”
1Le officer for his loss, arc inasiuch
as the auditor for the war departinent
conld discover no law to authorize the
setilement of such cleims the whole
matter was sent to consresy and will
repese in the committice on war flujms.

The reports show the nfficer was
robbed Ly o turse, 1o whan tle prop-
€riy wmas intrusted.  The iryuiry, the
cext of printing the reports gs a [ublie
o

ment ane the otlber evapses will
aronnt 10 over 200 e vet the ofticer
is nota penny richer.

WANTS THEM PROTECTED.

Btilintrodanced Into ¢ onzress Provide
ing for Preservation of Prehive

toric Monuments, e,

Representative Doaiver wants enp-
gress 1o enuct a law providife for the
preservation of prebistoric mionun ents,
ruins and objeets on lunds owid by
the vovernment, The moasure provides
that fur the purpose of ['roteatinge from
W4rLlon Gesiruction mouun.onts, ruins,
butidings, cemeteries, graves, Labita-
tivns, mires, workshops and other obe
Jeets the work of prelistoria or prind-
tive muan onu the publie damajn of this
governmert they are place! in the cuse
iy of the seeretary of the interior,

Hefs pranted authority 1o permit the
eXAILAUOL. exeavativl, or the prathera
irg of suck elijects, prosic] they are
ULiertaken for the beietit of sope
reputabic noiseum, uitersity, collepe
or other elucational institation, with

a
View 10 frereasing the Browleoo of
siuck cljeets, and aidine it the grierul *
acvancen.ert of archieinsionl seierce,
Any person whao wiiful.y destroys,
aiters, injures, defuces  hutintes or
carrivs awuy without a

thority any
s the pub-
v ool a nosde-
Mmeurer, and on conviction shall b pun-
ished by a five of 81 . 0] v imprison-
oy

aburivinal antiquity oo

le

s ds deemad gl

ment Lot excending !

WHITE MAN’S SKIN CHANGES. H
A Most Remarkable Trauaformation .
Undergone by Restdent of
Kenousha.

August Westraner, a Finn!l:m":or em-
ployed at a tannery at Kenwha, Wis,,
churged the color of Lis siin the other
cay. He went to work in the riorni g
after a short iliness urd bLug srarcely
began whern his compat.inng saw that
his skin was growing  bisck.  They
caled his attention t it unt he tricd
to wash off the seeming Ciseoloratior,
but uselessly. In an Lour he Lw be-
ceme bLlack as a regro,

He left his work wnd went honte, hut
up 1o a late hour e Yad not resutued
his origiral color. Na expoipntion bas
a4F Yot Deen miven of this sucden clLanye
of complexion,  Medical men sayv that
cases have been hrown it whick nan
bave undergone such wetamorplosis,
but these have beorn oraduad Ll ex-
chtises, whereas
this chance in Westrunen wis suGdet.

For many vears prior 1o bis comivg
here Wesirunen su¥s Be worked in the
copper ruines of upper Mickizan. He
thinksthe undergrovnd work huc some
thing 10 do with his present vondition,
He is about 36 years uf ire and unwar-
ried.

WHAT WILL DEWEY DO?

puidnahlc by sclent

Talk of the Creation aof a Spcecial
Board to Conatder Constraction
of New Rattle Ships.

There is consideruble gossip in rava! |
circles ae to the duty to which Adwiral
George Dewey will be assigrned, now
that Le has practically completed his
work as a member of the Philippires
commission,

There has been taik in the navy of
the creation of a special board 1o con-
sider matters relatit g to the pPrejara
tior of plans for new ships, the prosis
dent of which slould be the acmiral,
Secretary Long, Lowever, $a¥s Le s not
cousidering the urganization of such @
board,

There is reason to believe n detail of
this character would not he disagree-
able 10 Admiral Dewey, He has< very
decided views on the (i\l(-stil:xn of \hi}‘
construetion, ard is especially opp.~ed
W the use of covered turrets fur
armored cruisers.  The expericree of
the battle of Manila bay demonsirited,
in the admiral's opirion, that covered
turrets are a hardicap, and it is Lis be-
Hef that barbettes whieh woud provide
protection for the gun crews wou (! wrive
much greater satisfaction, 7

electing Iroot Readers.

It is to be hoped. suvs the Cleve ard
Plain Dealer, that Rev. Sheidon wil, be
particular to surroupd himself with &
Gorps of truly conscientious and rot toa
intelligent proot readers.

Care in §

i

Oldest Engliah ('lerxyt‘nln-

Rev. Dr. George D). Grundy, aged 93, °
18 the oldest clergyman in England,
and is still active in the performarvceof’
the duties of his pulpitand parish. :

Liauid® Fuael tor Ungluea. .
Liquid fuel for steam gire engines {8 -
heing made the subject of trial by the
London fire brigade. ‘
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