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TUB OUTTHE MULES

i:lmpfe'sse'd Air Locomotives to Be

Used in Coal Mines.

Wewnsyivania Companties Teating the
h:l-e- mmd Will Probably Dis-

. pense Entirely with the

: Plodding Animals.

Turing the voming 12 months the
“geactnresque driver boy and the pa-
®iemt mine mule will be gradually
waperseded at the anthracite mince by
®he unsentimental but useful and ef-
compressed  air  locomotive.

. *Fie machine which will displace the
“Wwoy and the mule has been sought

"feor during many years, and the
wpemtors have ut last found it. A

" #hesi has been made by the Philadel-

_phia and Reading Coal company, and
"Bas been so satisfactory that the
eompany is mow preparing to place
dhe compressed air locomotives in
=R its mines, and retire from serv-
e 1he 3,000 mules now used to pull
ke cars in and out of the workings.

-Other companies are watching the

«aperiment with great interest. and,

“a® il promises to prove eronumical

and efficient, the engines will doubt-

- Bexs be placed in all the other mines

. ..wwithin a short time.

" .omst the mule and the
" wwhile they are stfll in use at some

Some years
mgo the electric motor promised to
boy, but

. «»f the mines they are not so suc-
-wessful as to be generally adopted,

N

says the New York Tribune.

Tee passing of the mule and the
Moy will mark a change in mining
which has been anticipated for

with other big improvements,
wt it will deprive the mines of one
-wf their most interesting features.
"¥he boys are In a class by them-
-melves, differing from boys employed

-3m any other wark. They are a dar-
- Smg, Teckless lot,

most of them be-
‘Sween 16 and 20 years old, in con-

-wmtant danger, brave, leading a rough,

:gtrenuous life, which makes them
‘mell-reliant at an uunusually early

Jage.
The big mules which they control
" wre as different from the average

‘s dangerous as the fall of

»opule as their drivers differ from the
msverage boy. Kept in the mine for
wears at a time, without sight of

_miky, sniffl of fresh air or taste of

green grass, they live a life apart;
wolitary and desolate, often develop-
Jmg a viciousness which makes them
roof
wrhich constantly threatens the lives

-waf the mine workers.

Many 8 hardy youngster has been

-+ Tyrought out of the mine maimed or

abecad, and the report has set oppo-
-gite his name the words: “Kicked
b, a mule.” In the course of a year
ibe deaths from mule kicks amount

S0 about 50, while the mules which

axe killed in revenge are unnum-
- Jeered. The animals are often se-
" werely ill-treated. Their tohgues

Bave been pulled -out, cars have been
" mllowed to run inte them and crush

" fem against the side of a working,
‘smd ground glass has been fed to

*hbem in their mash, and the mule
4bus treated dies quickly. It is dif-
Scult for the (umpaniCh to discipline
_ she boys, because it is go hard to de-

" ~#et when they have wilfully injured
-mn animal.

A vicious mule gets a
weputation which leads quickly to its

 Being tamed or killed, and it is usual-
-y im one process or another that the
-s¥aring boy gets hurt.

The animals are capable of =a

.zrut amount «f work, although the

- eonditions do
.-mmd, barring accidents and intention-

sour their tempers,

- v ) injuries, they live for many years,

*:spﬂe the fact that they are con-
med under ground all tThe time.” ™
Their sicknesses and their injuries

.-wompel their being brought to the

sarface and treated in the company

“Beospital. which is a constant source
- «f expense, and thix is_one of

the
" wearons why the companies desire to
asplace them. ‘The engines, too,

" wll do the work. faster, while the .

. Peeavy cost of feed and the

space

‘daken by the stables will be saved,

and stable bosses
the engines.

Laad the driver boys
=il be replaced by

© Abont 16,000 mules are now used n

~yise anthracite region.

A Sabmariae Ferry-Boat. .
WMonsieur Gaubet, the French invent-
.awr of submarine boats, has devised &
“meode] of a boat intended to rin under

- wwater and to convey passengers be-

~#wreen France and England by means of
‘m eable stretched across the Channel,

© . FPrrhaps his strongest argument for

;m underwater passage is that the
. sdeadiness of motion would prevent
_‘mwasickness, the iraditional terror of
ke English channel. The submarine

_7 - Woat Fulton lately lay undisturbed on.
e bottom off the Long Tsland coast

T

‘wabile s tempest overhead sent many
wesrels 1o destruction, a fact which is
‘#o accordance with former experience

‘€33t the disturbances procduced by
‘wtorm waves do not reach very deep.—
" "Womth's (‘ompunmn

Pronl I'olﬂlvr
JIndpge—What
4be prisoner?
Officer—He i« charged with \'P;ﬂh‘_‘g
“€hc wardrobe of Dolly Footlight,
ol The Gaiety theater.
*~Have you found any
L0027 )
“Yes, yonr hunur The entire ward-
“seobr war found in his vest pocker.”—
~@hirago Daily News,

'l‘-lle (.olclr- Age.

New

proof of his

£he—Do yvou belivve that malnage

wver will become a ~ejence?

Ne-—1 moultn’c b jsurprised. T be-
Brwe the time will Gome when every
man will b able to demand from ihe
weoman he marrics an income enough
®n keep him in the manner of life he

“~ the charge -u:amsl

KISSING GOES OUT OF FAVOR.

Momen No Loager Greet Kach Gther
with aun Oxculatoery Demonstira-
tion in Pablic Mectings,

The kiss is going out of favor. R

in, perhaps, as populur as over be-
tweenthe sexes, but not between mems-
bers of the sume sex. A few yearsago
when two women on terms of friend-
ship met they invariably saluted each
other with a kiss. Now they simply
shake hands, as men do, and are ap-
parently just as well satisfied, reports

a Chieago exchange.

At a country church not far from
Chicago, where everybody seemed to
be related to everybody else, before
the morning service on Sundays n reg-
ular osculatory meeting was held in
the vestibule, even the rector being
sometimes involved, though, of course,
without scandal, for nothing less than
second cousins were expected to sa-
lute him. After service adieus were
aaid in the same warm fashion, and
then the flower of the countryside
drove away well pleased with itself,

Sometimes small boys and self-con-
geious youths writhed out of the
grasp of those who would caress them
and managed to elude their pursuers,
but generally everybody submitted
with the best grace he could muster
to a ceremony that was plainly per-
functory, but done in the best inter-
est of the community.

A little later than this the cheek be-
gan to be offered for the salute in-
stead of the mouth.

Turning the cheek, it now becomes
apparent, was an expedient intended
{0 let one’s friends and relatives down
easy before ceasing to kiss them alto-
gether, for it was shortly after this
that the masculine grasp of the hand
came into vogue. 8Such grua:p seems
now more than popular. One rarely
sees a warmer greeting between two
feminines in public, but it seems ruf-
ficient to express a rare degree of cor-
diality. The bachelor girl would scorn
anything more enthusiastic, of course,
and her mother almost as rarely for-
gets herself,

Occasionally a white-haired old lady
fndulges in some show of tenderness
when people are about, but she quick-
1y checks it as she remembers that she
may have an audience.

. After all, why may not a warm clasp
of the hand express as much affection
and sincerity as a kiss? Perhaps it
may. Perhaps it expresses more. At
all events, femininity seems to think
it the most fitting greeting at this pe-
riod of the world 8 l.lstnry

NOVEL USE FOR A PAWNSHOP.

Visitor in the City Leaves His Over-
cont with the Broker for Econ-
. omy and Security.

“Human ingenuity has no metes and
bounds,” says a visitor from Pitts-
burg, recently rqports the New York
Tribune, “and to say there is nothing
new under the sun is to challenge crti-
icism, for there always is, if only it
be that particular day upon which the
sun is shining. I recently struck a
brand new thing. I came into town
with a friend, who was wearing a mag-
nificent fur coat. In the country the
morning had been cold, but in town it
was warmer, and the coat became un-
comfortable. A short distance from
the station he went into a pawn-
broker's,and, taking off his coat, asked
‘Isaac’ it he would lend him one dol-
lar on it. The proprietor examined it
guspiciously, and then gave an eager
affirmative. He took the coat, my
friend the ticket, and they parted,
with seemingly mutual satisfaction. T
did not like to ask questions, and, as
he made no explanations, I remained
in the dark until after noon, when I
ran into my friend on my way to the
train. He was without his coat, but
when we reached the pawnbroker’s he

“dréw e 1fito thie shop again.—Themw -

he produced his ticket and laidit down,
together with $1.03, the three cents
being for one month’s interest on the
one dollar borrowed in the morning.
Once on the street, I insisted on an ex-
planation of this extraordinary ma-
neuver.

*Oh, it's very simple.” he made re-
ply. ‘If I'd checked it anywhere else
11 have had to pay ten cents or a
quarter, and. besides, I wouldn't have
been sure of it being properly cared
for, or that some one in the coatroom
would not take a chance to ‘lift' it
becanse of its value. Now, the pawn-
broker is a perfectly reputable per-
son. and I therefore knew [ would get
it back safe and sound. Talso knew he
would take a proper care of it. Juat
sce how beautifully he haa brushed it,
and, finally, it only cost me three
cents.’

“l said nothing, for T was lost Inm
wonder at his ingenuity, and 1 now un-
derxtood the reason why he was more
ruccessful than his fellow men in
business.”

Price of Blackwell's Island.

The price of Blackwell's 1sland,
when it was purchased by New York
city. was not seven pieces of wam-
pun, 120 pounds of tobacco, or two
stacks of firearms; the price of Man-
hattan Island, hut $30,000, paid to
Robert Blackwell, the owner, who had
nmarried the daughter of the English
Capt. Manning, who, in 1673, surren-
dered New York city to the Duteh.
When the Eaglish resumed control,
Manning retired to Blackwell's  Is-
land. then known ax Hog Island, and
after hix death it became the proper-
tv of his daughter and son-in-law, 1t
was kold in 1838 to New York city,
and for nearly three-quarters of a
century since has been in use for vari-
ons correctional and charitable inati-
tutions. - I)Mrmt Free Press,

Caitlefiah omn lwr--ly- Coaat.
A large number
recentiy heen caught off the north
coaxt of tsermany. Ax they have never
before heen met with in these waters

of cuttlefish have

—

_dons.

A LITTLE NONSENSE, 3

Bhe—"1 suppose you think every
woman wants & hushand?” He--0Qh!

no; some, already haviag bhusbands,
want the earth.”—Philadeiphia  Hec-
ord.

*George has an automobile in view.”
“Who, George? He couldn’ buy the
tire for one wheel.” “It belongs to
the girl he would like to marry."—
Cleveland Plain Desler.

Society.—*Society has to have its
foundation, you kunow.” ‘[ suppose
80.” *“Fancy anybody trying to be
anybody if there were nobody who
‘was nobody!"—N. Y. Sun.

Towne—"I understand our old
friend Tankley has been dlsbarred.”
Browne-—"Disbarred? Why he was
never a lawyer.” 7Towne—"1 know;
he was merely ejected from a saloon.”
—7TPhiladelphia Press.

Depends on Circumstances,.—“That
eastern cashier speculated.” *And,
of course was unsuceessful.” “Why do
you jump at that conclusion?” *Be-
cause they don't call it speculation
when the cashier wins.”"—Cleveland
I’lain Dealer.

Said Mrs. G., who had come to spend
the day, to little Edith: “Are youglad
to see me again, Edith?" “Yes, m'm,
and mamma's glad, t00,” replied the
child. “lIs she?” “Yes, m'm. Shesaid
she hoped you'd come to-day and have
it over with."—Thiladelphia Thle-
graph.

*“l want {o announce th-
didate for state scnate .’ said Nu-
ritch; “can’t you sta:t my beoom in
your paper?”" “Sure,” replied his
friend, the. editor, “ar- LU'll print it
in & way that will be «ure to attract
the attevtion of the machine leaders.
We'll sa:: ‘N $auuel Nuriteh an--
nounc-3 hi® candJacy for $tate $en-
ator /rom: -hif di$trict.’ "—Philadel-
phia Press,

SHOOTING QUAIL AND GROUSE.

: I'mm a ean-

m'.l'he Element of Danger in the Sport

Is Not S0 Great. as iln Deer
Huunting,

The quail season gives unlimited
sport to gunners whose range ex-
tends from ovean to oceau. With the
exception of a few isolated regions,
such as the mountains, the pine
woods and the Florida marshes, the
quail is to be found in every part of
the country.

Whatever other game may fail, the
quail seems certain to be with us al-
ways, for a single pair will hatch a
covey of from 12 to 20, and the birds
as & consequence multiply with won-
derful rapidity. The hunters will
find the game in patches of brush,
aloeng old fence rows, in swamps and
around cornfields. When a flock is
scattered the call of “Bob White, Bob
White" coming from every hiding
place betrays the fugitives to the
hunter. .

The danger of quail shooting is no-

- where near so great as that of hunt-

ing deer. There is now and then an
accident, howerer. The mnovice see-
ing a bird arise is liable to forget in
throwing his gun into line that his
companion is just beyond. There is
one other source of danger. The
hunters must be ready to shoot in-
stantly and so carry their guns
cocked. The nnvice is pretty sure
once in the course of his hunting to
forget this and thoughtlessly to pull
the trigger. However, it is to the
credit of human intelligence to say
that very few men do this twice.
Grouse shooting is attended by the
same dangers. The brush is usually
so thick on the grounds that the
hunter can see only a few yards in
any direction, and must shoot the
instant a grouse arises, which gives
him very little time to think about
the probable location of his compan-

the ‘danger was still greater, for a
hammer would now and then catch
on the brush as the hunter went
through the thicket. and since the
brush slipped before the gun come to
full cock the latter would go off,
somettmes with fatal effect.

Ornithologists are amused at the
contrast in intelligence between the
Canada grouse and the rufled grouse.
The latter, if the hunter takes with
him into the woods a barking dog,
will go into a tree to avoid the dog.
and the instant the hunter comes
within sight will fly, for it has
learned that what givea safety from
the dog will not at all suffice in the
case of the man.

The Canada grouse has mnot kept

)up with the times and cannot appar-

ently learn that the man ia not so
easy to avoid as the dog or fox. As
a result the bird will jump into a
tree when dog and man approach and
sit there while the hunter fires shot
after shot, if it chances that so many
are needed. The writer has seen
three shotsa fired at a Canadian
gronse before the bird moved from
its perch.

The same bird has been known in
sammer, when its young were with
it, says the New York Times, to bris-

“'{le up after the manner of a sitting

hen and run at a man who came too
near its brood, just as the hen will
sometimes attack the small boy who
tries to cateh a chick.

It Sounded Bad.

"Mrs. Newliwed—(irorge,
yvou meet that young girl
spoke to?

Mr. Newliwed—I picked her up on
the street. R

“Why, George!  I'm shocked.”

“So was she. She had fallen on her
wheel.”-—Philadelphia Press.

where did
you last

Discrouraging. ) .
Chollie—! stood on the corner this
morning, and of all the hundreds of
women that went hy, [ didn't see more
than three that [ would marry.
Dolly-~ And 1 suppose the number
that would marry you was a gnod deal
“smaller still.-—Somerville Journal.

In the days of hammer guns .-

..[}JA POETIC TITLE DEED.

Am 1llineoin Solon Who Long Ago
Made Legal Transfers In

Rhyme,

Among the deeds, out of the ordi-
nary, which have been filed for ree-
ord in this (Cass) county since the
records of such instruments have
been kept, there is one which has
attracted widespread attentiog, says
a Virginia (111.) report in the $t.
Louis Globe-Democrat. It is known
as “The PPoetic Deed,” and was drawn
by the late Hon. J. Henry Shaw, of
Beardstown, 111, when he transferred
certain property of his own unto
Charles . Wyman. and was filed for
record August 9, 1581,

Hon. Shaw was born in  Boston,
Mass., July 25, 1325; settled in this
section of Illinois ten years later,x
and was prominently identified with
the early history of this county; was
a well-known attorney at law, meet-
ing at the bar such men as Lincoln,
Douglas, War Gov., Yates and others.
He represented the old Thirty-sixth
senatorial district on fhe republican
side of the house in the general as-
sembly of Tllinois in 1880-1882, dying
suddenly at the Leland hotel in
Springtield, 11, during the session of
the legislature that year. His entire
school education was limited to three
weeks in a country school near here
in 1837, where he obtained the ele-
ments of the arts of reading and
writing.

The poetic deed preserves all legal
points, and is regarded by members
of the bar as a master piece, 80 mych
g0 in fact that copies have been sent
from time to time to judges and law-
yers in many states of the union,’

The deed is recorded in volnme 40
of deeds, page 251, and is as follaws:
I. 3. Henry Shaw. the grantor hereln,

Who lwve at DBeardsztown, Cass county,
within,

For seven hundred dollars, to me pald to-
day

To Charles E. Wyman do zell and convey,

Lot two (I, In hinck forty (), said coun-
ty ard town,

Where Illirnols river flowx placid'y dowrp.

And warrurnt the title for ever and aye.

Waiving homestead and mansion, to both
a good-by.

And pleding thia deed Is valid in law,

I ndd here my sigrature, J. Henry Shaw.

(Seal) Dated July 25, 1881,

» I, Sylvester Emmons, who live at Beards-

town,

A justice of peace of fame and rerown,

Of the courty of Cass and lllirols #tate,

Do Lertify here that on this same date,

Omne J. Henry Shaw to me did make known,

That the ceed above and name were his
own.

Arnd he stated he seaicd and delivered the |
same,

Voluntariiy, {reely, and never would claim,

Hlis komestead therein; but left all alone,

Turrnud his facs to the street and his back
to hls homa.

8ealy 8. EMMONS, J. P.
Dated August 1, 1381

PARIS UNDERTAKERS LAMENT

Fuanerala in the French Capital Are
Fewer and Less Costly Than in
Former Dayas.

‘e

. The last Paris exposition has been
blamed for many things, but few
people suspected that it has earned
a grudge on the.part of the under-
takers. Such, however, proves to be
the ease. A few days ago I was in-
formed by a member of this somber
fraternity that 1901 had been one of
the worst vears in his Mne that he
could remember, and oflicial statis-
tics support his statement.  During
last year the number of deaths in
Paris was 2,500 fewer than the aver-
age, and one large firm of under-
takers did £€85,000 less business than
in 1900, while another showed a de-
crease in receipts of £1,600. The
prospect grows less promising every
day, says a Paris correspondent in
the London Mail.

Every Sunday there is an average

of 200 funerals in Parix, but last Sun- |

" day the number was only 160. The
reduction in profits is attributed by
the undertakers themselves to the
exhibition, bad trade and the in-
creased cost of living, all of which
have tended to keep Parisians away
from the capital and make them
practice economy even in funerals.

The cheapest funeral in Paris costs
115, but if one feels inclined one
may spend as much as £12,000 on
being buried. Amang the costliest
obsequies that France has known
were those of the Due d'Amale,
which cost £2,400; the Emperor of
Brazil, which cost £3,200, and those
of the late Mr. Mackay, son of the
silver king, the bill for which
amounted to £18,000. This included
(besides the cost of lndging the bier
in the vaults of St. Augustin for gix
weeks, during which it was placed in
a special chapelle ardente, with
torches burning and sistera in at-
tendance day and night) the for-
warding of the body to America on
the Touraine, the coffin reposing dur-
ing the entire voyage in snother
chapelle ardente.

- A Filve-Cent Banquet,

Mrs. Styles—It was at the donation
party last evening. Mr. Altarton gave
us a splendid collation. I was awful-
Iy hungry and the things tasted so
good that 1 ate and ite, until 1 was
almost ashamed of my«elf.,

Uncle George-—And your supper cost
you how much?

“For the land’s sake, what in the
world are you talking about ?”

“l mean, how much did you contrib
ute toward the donation?”

“Oh, 1 gave a fivecent piece. 1
should have given a dime only | didn’t
have the changa'-—Hoston Tran-
script.

Twao Extremes.

Aq(-um —Your brother isn™t mnrrlcd
is he?

Flirtby---No;  he
enongh for the girls,

“Bnt how about you?
married, vither.”

“No: | care too much for them.”"—
Thiladelphia Press,

doesn't care‘

You're not

_THESE ARE TAMELC FISHES.

lilny at the
City

Aquarivm in New York
That Will Take Food
from the Hand,

Probably no aungler would think of
the weaktish, for instance, as  one
that could be induced to take food
from the hand; but the weakfish at
the New York aquarivum will eat in
this manner, says the Sun.

That lightning-quick tikh, the mack-
erel, and others of its quick-moving
family, can likewise be brought to
take food from the hand, though
they do not come up and pause and
take the food deliberately from the
fingers. Yhey seize it out of the fin-
gers as they flush past; doing this,
however, of a deliberate purpose, sa
thiat it may be suid of them, too, that
they will take food from the hand.

In fact, there is hardly a fish which
comes to the aquarium that will not
take food in this way after beiug
there six months  or more. The
fishes that will take food thus in.
ciude not only the common, famil-
jar kinds, but the strangely-shaped
and the bright- olnn-d varieties from
the tropies. -

They are, indeed, so ready to de
this that the man who feeds them
has to look sharp and sce that they
don’t bite his fingers. There  are
here plenty of fishes, and some of
them not so very big, either, with
teeth sharp enough and jaws power-
ful enough to enable themn to bite to
the hone.

At the same time there aure plenty
of the fishes here that don’t nip and
catch in that way, but eat with more
deliberation, and there are plenty
of them that are np at the top of
the water wuaiting for the man that
feeds them when he comes along, or
that come to the top to meet him the
instant he raises the screen over
their tank. )

Here's the aorange filefish, from lo-
cal waters, an  ndd, curious-looking
fish, which comes up to the top and
feeds from the hand with abhsolute
confidence. Its small, curious mouth

“when open presents a round oarifice

not much more than hig enough tc
take in a lead pencil. It takes its
food by suction.

The orange filefish comes up for
the shrimp held out for it and mum-
bles around it without any hurry at
all until it gety it just right and then
sets its suction golng amwd takes it
in. And i1 takes in this way shrimp
after shrimp.

A little further along there comes
to the surface for his dailv treat of
killies a big portly trigger fish. from
Bermuda. A veteran +this old chap
has been here since 1997 And it
comes up now at feeding time regular-
Iy and waits with its nose right at
the top of the water. and rolls its
eye at vou as it waitx.

The man with the feed holds a kil-
lie down, puts jt, in fact, right inta
the fish's mouth. And the old chap
stays there and takes the killies as
they arc handed down

At another tank further along you
get a glimpse of the hrilliant blue of
the angel fish, fairly shining through
the wire grating over its tank. And
this wonderful and beautiful fish is
fluttering around now, near the top
aof the water, waiting to be fed, and
is going 1o take the food from the
fingers. It comex always up into the
same corner, where it is daily fed,
and is just ax tame as can be: but
for all its beauty and its tameness
the angel fish s one of those whone
teeth must be looked out for.

Next you come to the tank of the
squirrel fishes, mosrt graceful as to

- shape, bright red in color and with

black eyes.  And these beautiful lit-
tle fishes take food from the hand
most freely.

__And next to the squirrel fishea iz

the odd, queer-shaped and curivusly-
marked and good-humored and
friendly shiny hoxfish, which not
only takes from the fingers the food
held down to it, but seems glad to
take it in that way;_ and seems, in-
deed, tn find a pleasure in its daily
meeting with the man that brings it.

The finhes enumerated are only a
few of many in the aquarium that
will take food as here described; but
the casual observer who should ree
these would be likely to go away
with new ideas -as to the intelligence
of fishes.

. Vemeszuela's Casutchoue Foreats.

The continually ipcreasing demaod
for india-rubber, and the great inter~
est manifested in all efforts to prevent
waste of the trees from which rub-
ber is derived, have led our consuls in
countries where these trees grow to
collect many valunable facts concern-
ing them. Consunl Goldschmidt, at
La Guaira, recently transmitted - to
Washington some highly interesting
staterments about the rubber, or
caoutchouc trees of the upper Orino-
co by Dr. Lucien Morisse, who has
made extensive personal investiga-
tions in that region. Dr. Morisse
makes the somewhat surprising state-
ment that the prohibition of the Vem-
ezuelan govermment against the fell-
ing of the trees is altogether unnee-
essary, because “it relates to an im-
mense forest measuring upward of
74,000,000 acres, when caoutchoue ex-
{sts in abundance, and which it weuld
require millions and millions of hands
to exploit, whereas it only contains
3,000 or 4,000 Indians, not more than
the tenth part of whom are engaged
in the work.”"—Wa=xhington Star.

Sobterrawean Ilakes In Avstralis.

Subterranean lakes have recently
bheen discovered in the Eucla distriet,
Australia. They lie abont 30 feet be-
low the surface and contain an abun-
dant. provision of potable water. This
discovery is of great practical impor-
tance to this especially arid district.
It is of scientific value also as 1t afl-
fords an explanation of the disap-
pearance af certain rivers.—N. Y. Sua.

. THE DEAL CALLED OFF.

hl-uppoln!lng ftand Transnction
Which Cansed the lLoss uf a
Certain Fortuae, '

“Speaking of natural oil wellsy re-
mindx me of a little circumstanee,”
gaid the man from Toledo, with &
sigh to finish off his words, relates
the Detroit Free Press. 1 was look-
ing for a farm in Ohio a good mmany
Years ago, and finally found ane te
hit my fancy. 1 bargained for it at
$2.000, and realized that | had a good
thing. It took a week for the farme-
er to get his abstract of title
for my lawyer to examine it, and a
day was appointed for passing the
papers and paying over the cash.

or the mnext, but on the third he
cume in and said:

*°1 didn't mean to keep you waite
ing, but you have saved $500 by it.”

*'How do you mean? [ naturally
asked.

*Well, three days apo, when | was
working out in the meadow, 1 began
to smell a strange odor. I
all arvand, and pretty soon.] found
that the little creek running through
it was all covered with a nasty black
stufft. 1 followed it to the spring,
and that spring was bubbling up
something like tar. It was mighty
greasy staff, and barrels of it float-
ing down the ereek and  smelling
clear to the house, and 1| knew you'd
never take the farm with no such
stench around.’

“And what? T whispered, as [ re-
alized that the ‘tar’ was petroleum.

*‘I was going to send you word
that I'd et you off on your bargain,
as I didn’t want to cheat anybody,
when a man comes along in a buggy
and smells and siffs ad calls out:

*‘Hello, neighbor; what'sy
smell?

**It's tar or soap grease. says L
"¢ “Where does it come from?

*'From a spring down here!

“He. got down and went to the
spring with me, and after looking
and tasting snd greasing his shoes
he asks:

*‘What’s your price for this farm™

“‘l was axking $2.000 and had it
sold.” says I, but owing to this smell
I'll take $500 lexs.”

*‘He said he'd take it, and he got &
lawyer and we finished up the bausi-
ness in half @ day. That's why 1
didn’t show up, and that’s how you've
saved $500.°

“It was a matoral oil well, of
course.” «<aid the Taleds man, “and
I may tell you that it yielded over
half a million barrelx aof il before
it petered out. It was a big thing
and a good thing. but don't try to
ronsale me. There are no words in
the Enclish language that ean do it.™

- LEONIDAS GOT LOST,

thie

Strayed Tos Fer frem the Wagos
with Chickens and Fgge for
S/ Ris Own Geed.

_ _“Leanidas Miles,” said the recorder
at the police matinee to the prize fag
boy of Devil's D)ip, “these puor coun-
try women say that after they hired
¥ou to help them yown turned in and
helped yourself to a lot of ecgers and
two chickens.”

“Nuttin® but de ’spishans ob de ig~
nernunce ob de folks frum de kentry
whut_ doan know nq better, Jedge
Briles” stated the f2t boy. |

“I don’t exactly cutch the drift of
your know-nothing argument,” said
Recorder Brovies

“Ise est lowin'”" stated leonidas,
“dat de ignernunce ob sech buckra
folks as dese frum de kentry doan
know nuttin’ ‘cept ter t'ink dat ebber
pigirer dey seex am fixin' ter steal
ehickens, Jedge Briles.™
__"The ignorance of the country peo-
ple.” the recorder sold the fat boy,
"is in a great measare shared by the
well-informed people in thecity. Tell
me, anyhow, what eountry ignorance
has got to do with vour trying to steal
the eges and the chickens which you

were pretending te sell for these
women?"
“Perzactly dis, Jedge Briles,” was

the reply. 1 wus wid de waggin er
doin’ mer levels' bes” ter sell den spllr
aigs an' dem old w»ettin’ hins, when
I jest went off u leetle too far an' got
losted frum de waggin. Befo' I had
time ter fin' de waggin ergin de per-
lice eotched me an® 'lowed dat I was
de bery nigger dey been er looldn® fer
ebber since de woods was burut.”

“The idea of & boy from Deril's Dip
getting lost in Atlanta,” remarked Re-
ecorder Broyles, aecording to the A¢-
lants Constitation. ‘is enough te
make an elephant laugh or a billy
goat sing. T am going to. give youw
tlfe horse laugh, and by seading you
to our littie Sing Sing out on the hilk
for 30 days. Don't be so helpful
around country wagons, Laonidas, for
we have a new motto uprhere and it
ia:  The stoekade helps. those who
help themselves.”

Favorite Food for the Cobra

The keepers of the big cobras iw the
Central! park menageris and the New
York Zoological garden do no4 find
it easy 3o supply ftBeir vememous
charges with the kied of foad that
they specislly prefer. In their na-
tive land eobras live ¢hiefly onn smallep
and less dangerous amd objeetionable
snakes, but although every effort is
made to collect Barmless smakes to
satisfy the appetite of the imprisoned
coheas, at some seasons they have to
be eontent witk rats and mice, which
they do not particilarly like. Other
varieties of captive snakea are fed
mainly on toads, mice and rabbita,
English aparrows are algso purchased
for them. —-Youth's (‘mpanion.

Eyo-l.l! F..ll‘ Fast,
Cholly—-Your father howed to me
very pleasantly on the street to-day.
Edith—Indeed? Mamma ssid he'd
make some awful bjunder if he wenst
without his glasies.—Stray Storiem
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