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| WOMEN BUY A HEARSE.

Las Cruces (X. M) Club Decfde That
Town Shoul!d Haveg s Proper
Funeral Vebicle,

Think of & wumsan's club buying &
bearse with its first ofticial dollars!
"That is the vdd proceeding of the Wom-
an’s lmprovement agsvciation at Las
Cruces, N. M., and as the president,

" Mra. D. C. Billings, puts it proudly:
"~ %It'g the only hearse in the county.”

This enterprising incident indicates
the uphill work of clubwomen in the
sparsely rettled routhwestern states,
who long for some of the advantages
and aesthetics of so-called vivilization

. —an uphill work, it may be added,
wrhich is unknown to big and thrice-
blessed clubs in thickly populated cen-
fers. )

The Las Cruces Woman's Improve-

-jment association has only 11 members.

_When this ambitious little band organ-

~4zed five years ago, it not only pur-
chased a hearse to replace the rude
wagon that had previously served at
the head of funeral processions, but
‘set about otherwise to improve this

.mall town, made up mostly of unpro-
gressive Mexicans and winter tourists.
‘They bought a section of land and pro-
ceeded to convert it into a park by
planting trees and putting up& pa-
wilion. Afterward they purchased a

~“-—43ot for the purpose of erecting, some
. proeperous day, B public library and

clubkouse under one roof.

.« *You clubwomen of the north have
_mo idea how away-back-in-the-Bible-

- times these Mexicans,” wrote Mra.

" ‘Billings, according to the Pilgrim. *“We
women have worked slowly and at
great disadvantage. Several times we

- have applied to outside clubs for help,

_’but. receiving no answer, have decided
we must walt and work.”

Atprerent theseclubwomen are build-
ing a windmill to secure better irriga-
tiop—another unusual undertaking, in-

. deed.

| _HE DOCTORED THE EGGS.

and Caught a Dishonest
4 Employe. 1
A Long Island doctor who has been
-missing eggs from his poultry yard
. ‘for ‘some time is happy at last, for
For
.months every effort and every devioe
‘40 detect the culprit failed, but, final-
.1y, the doctor hit upon a scheme that
;was worthy of Sherlock Holmes.
" He took a dozen or more eggs and
‘bored the tiniest of holey in the shell
'of each. Thep through these holes he
‘Introduced into the eggs a piece of
very fine wire. The holes were then
iflled with white wax and the egge
‘returned to the nest.
A few days afterward the doctor was

" ealled in to see the child of a woman

in the village near him. After attend-
4ng the child he talked about one thing
and another until the lady told him
- of such a strange thing that had hap-
perned to her. A few days before she

s " had bought a half dozen eggs from the
- whlgge-grocer_and in four of them she

had found short pieces of wire.
+ These were produced and shown to

" “4he doctor, who took possession of
- - them. and told the lady how they had

come to be in the eggs. He then inter-
‘wiewed the grocer, who finally admitted
4hat he had been buying egge for some
time from a man employed by the

_doctor. The man ie now working else-

where, gays the New York Times, and
_the doctor no longer patronizes that

i particular grocer.

~ * PONY LIVES ON COAL DIET.
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) an Appetite for Bituminous
i : Fueld.

lA ('hicagd butcher is greatly a.n;

-:,'noyed by the insatiable appetite hia
" pet Shetland pony has shown of late

for soft coal. Omne day lately the

'“ ~=pony broke its halter strap, and. find-

., ing the barn door locked. squirmed

«« ghrough a hole in a partition between

the barn and a coal shed, where it
was found some time later, content
edly munching the fuel.

The owner was at a 1nss to account
for the unusually large amount of
“coal his family had used this winter

" untjl He found the pony in the coal

bin. The disenvery also explained, he
. thought., why the pony had been “oft

w " 4tg feed” of late, and why condition

powders had failell to restore its ap-
petite.

In his opinion, the pany had been
in the habhit of appeasing its hunger

. with soft cosl for several weeks past.

"The animal has grown fat on its un-
usual diet.

. A New XNational Park.
~ EKatherine Louise Smith tells in
» Outlook the need—and the oppor-

- gupity—for a new national park in
. morth

central Minnesota. There
stands t-day a piece of ancient for-
ested America (im  fact, the only

great northern pine forest between

the Rocky mountains and the At-
lantic ocean) which it is passible still
%0 save from degtrmetion. Within the

vaMon, along the Leech, Cass and
Winnebagoshish lakes, there are, as

v ..4f ready and waiting for this pur-
pose, (11,392 acres of land and 21%-
" ¢ 210 scres of water surface.

It ir the

land of the original Dakntas and

. Qjibwas—the cradle of narthwestern

. wtory and tradition.

e Comsiderate of the Thief.

The follaning advertisement recent-

. .y spipeared ina London paper: “Milk
s 4 .» =1 the indiaidual who r1ole the milk
off my duorstep this marning will he
kY Tgand enongh to knock at the door on
— the occasion of his next professional
Cwisdit 1°1) give birm a drop of run. ta pat
4nit. Milk taken neat oneold mornings
and an empty stomach s likely to in-

. . jure the iaterna) economy of cutdoog

o

workers., Address. ete.”

& Physician Played Sherlock Holmes

tishits of the Chippewa Indian reser-

—

e . S

A MAKER OF SAINTS.

An Establishment in Paria That Has

Beea Producing the Figures for
Over a Ceatury,

The firm of Rafi, in Paris, has been
in existence for over a century, but it
is only six years since M. Pacheu, with
whom a M. Lecaron is associated, took
over the business, says Pearson's Mag-
azine.

“This making of saints,” he said,
“was o business which, when I decided
to engage in industry, appealed to me
wost strongly. R is an industry fora
man who is fond of frequenting the
public libraries, who takes his pleas-
ure in poring over old books and docu-
ments, who delights in research. Thus
1 do not know of anything that givea
me greater pleasuré than when [ am
written to about some saint concern-
ing whom the customer can give me
few if any details. One has to huntup
the particulars, the period in which he
lived, the costumes of that period, to
find out what were his special attri-
butes, what was his martyrdom, it
martyrdom there was.

“Thus some time ago we received

‘#rom a priest in the south of France

an order for a statue of St. Frik. 1
had never hesrd of such a saint, mor
does he figure in our catalogue, though
that massive volume contains over 180
closely-printed pages of the names of
saints. We applied to a priest who
is a great authority on this subject,
and we learned that St. Fris wae a cap-
taln of barbarians under the Roman

denomination, and that he was mar® -

tyred at the age of 20. This gave us
e period, and the reat was easy.
“Again, on another occasion, we

were asked to make a statue of a Ste. -

Ame, of whom we knew nothing but
that she was a widow. We had to find
out everything else about her. But
once we know the period our task be-
comes eagier. The period indicates the
costume. Thus recently we had to
make a St. Maurice. We knew that e
was a captain, that he was a Roman,
and we dressed him with the breast-
plate and the helmet of a Roman cap-
tain.”

THE TROJAN .HORSE TO DATE.

Clessical Method Employed by Two
Clever Parisian Thieves In o
Thelr Business,

Even in these latter days an intelli-
gent study of the ancient clasgics may
prove & valuable asset to the consci-
entious student. That, et least, is what
one gathers from the exploits of the
pair of Parisian knights of the order
of industry who stole a dummy horse
from a saddler's shop, and proceeded
to put it to the same use as the Greeks
did the Wooden Horse of Troy, reporta
the London Graphic.

The deceptive quadruped was placed
on a handcart and wheeled toa house
where an innocent concierge consented
to take careof itfor the night. Before
morning one of the confederates had
emerged from the interior of the
horse, 1aid hands on such valuablea as
he could find, and regained his hiding
place—to be duly carted sway by his
friend.

This stratagem was actually success-
ful several times—for good “N. Fipe-
jet” had, no doubt, never heard a cer-
tain trite tag about gift-bearing
Greeks, and the legitimate suspicion
with which prudent Trojans should re-
garad such. At last, however, a police-
man happened to see the horse passing
through the streets, and, having heard
of its exploits, made bold to stop it—
and the game was up. Even good Ho-
mer nods—and the students of the
band were caught napping. Clearly,

_Devetope—) however, there is still money to be

made out of a sound classical educa-
tiom.

CHINESE SANDWICHES,

They Aré Xot Compoaed of What Com-
mon Prejudice Might Lead
One to Suppose,

Patrons of a certain restaurant in
this city frequently call fora “*Chinese
candwich,” and the order is not de-
layed.

The prejudiced might suppose that
a Chinese sandwich was made of—well,
peser mind, it isn't.

1t doesn’t seem quite clear why this
particular sandwich should be tagged
with a Mongolian label. In compo-
sition it is more Teutonic than oriental.
In short., it consists of two generous
slices of rye bread spread with finely
chopped raw meat.

That there should be a demand for
such a sandwich is not surprising. Ger-
mans have for a long time relished raw
meat. even without the bread. Possi-
bly the idea spread from Great Britain
and the continent, where the hospitals
have for years nourished certain pa-
tients with raw beef and raw mutton.
The raw heef sandwich has also had
a place in the regimen of New York
hospitals for a long time.. The medi-
cal men's theory is that raw meat is
more pourishing and more easily di-

- gested, and s especially adapted to

weak stomachs.

1f the tuste for raw meat hecomes
general it will be a curious response to
the criticism of vegetarians, who have
constantly declared that he who slays
hiz brother, the ox, for food. would
be a more consistent savage if he de-
voured the carcass without cooking it.

. . Am 04d Windfall,

Yt iz said that a fareman stereo-
typer in a London printing works has
had a curious windfall. Going to a
aale of musical instruments, he pur-
chased an old harpischord for 20
shillings, because, having a hobby for
tretwnrk, he fancied theé woodl of the
front panel. When he got his pur-
chase home he dissected it. He then
discovered that the harpischord had
a double back, and presantly between
the boards he found very old Rank
of Fngland notes, the total face valug
of which amounted tno §150,000. '

Jurors. -

;Bit.tréu rdnyadoe n; Ianisiane .ot dant %us les Etata do 8ud: %Ba publisité o

.dying mosquitoes.

- pelic from Norway—a

AN ARTIFICIAL PEARL.

Produced by Placing a Ball of Was
im the Shell of & Fresh Water
Muanel,

*.

- A ball of béenwax introduced into

the shell of a living fresh-water mus-
sel has resulted in producing the
most remarkable artificial pearl in
existence. It is about an inch and a
half in length, oval in form and pink

_in color, and is now the property of

the Smithsonian Ipstitution, reports
8 Washington exchange.

The ball of wax was placed near
the hinge of the bivalve, which being
in & tank of fresh water, was care-
fully watched. The irritation of the
wax caused the mollusk to protect
itself by Toating the foreign ubject
with a smooth coating of pearl stuf?
-~the -8ame material as that which is
weed in lining the inner surfuce of ite
shell. Im the case in question the
result was an enormous pearl. Owing
to pressure, however, the wax ball
lost its spherical shape and become
oval in form.

At the end of Awo years the mussel
was taken out of the tank and opened
and the pearl removed. The wax
afterward contracted owing to dry-
ness, which caused the pearl shell to
crack. This accident, while destroy-
ing the commercial value of the
pear], made it possible to observe the
thickness of the nacreous covering,
which is somewhat greater than that
of an ordinary sheet of letter paper.
If the pear] were not flawed it would

“be worth an enormous sum of money,

but, even as it Is it is priceless as &
curiosity.

WHY WE RESEMBLE ROOKS.
Beme Pointa of Similarity Between

Human Beings and Feathered
’ Bipeds,

He was standing in the rear end of
@ car, where all are friends in the
common misery of having their toes
trod on or hats crushed in, says the
New York I'ress.

“I'm from England,” he raid, ad-
dreasing nobody in particular and
apropos of nothing, “and I want to
tell you people that we all are only
& lot of rocks. Say, did you ever
watch a colony of rooks build their
mests in the spring?”

Everybody looked reflectively away.

“Well, I'll tell you. First a rook
picks up a stick and puts it in his
nest, then goes away after another
one. When he's gone another rook
flies to his nest and steals the stick.
When he gets back he puts down the
second stick, for still another rook
to sateal, and starts out after the-
first stick. He doesn’t find it, and
when he gets back to his nest he
#nds the second stick gone, and he
starts after that, scolding and swear-
ing in rook fashion.

“By this time the other thieves
have been robbed, too, and it only
t&kes about three sticks to go around
the community and get the whole
blamed community pow-wowing.
Say, ain’t that human nature?”

Everybndy looked reflectively away.

NOVEL CURE FOR SNAKE-BITE.

Mesquitoes Save a Man's Life by
Drawing Out the Polson of
a Rattler,

sTaikin' about rattlesnakes,” said
an Erie railroad brakeman, acording
to the New York _Sun, “did you ever
hear how the mosquitoes - saved 8
man's life up near Gulf Summit, in
Pennsylvania, last summer?

“well, while getting out rallroad

for and the leg was bandaged tightly
above the wound. It was expected
that Morehouse would die hefore the
doctor could come up there on his
wheel, but he didn’t. Just as soon
as the leg was bared to put on the
bandage, it was attacked by a swarm’
of mosquitnes, and when the doctor
arrived he found the man as well as
ever and lively as a cricket, but the
ground was covered with dead and
They had sucked
the poison from Morehouse's wound
and saved his life. This was hard on
the mosquitoes, but 1 presume More-
house's life was worth saving.”

COCOANUT PALM IS HANDSOME

Its Long. Graceful Leaves Lend &
striking ‘Beauty to the
Southern’Tree,

“The cocoanut is one of the handgom-
est palms by its long. graceful leaves,
It grows luxuriantly as far north as
Palm Peach, Fla., and a few specimens
may be =een a little ahove that point.
Used to line walks, they prerent &
pleturesque scene, the low hranches
curving gracefully overhead. The nuta
and their development are very inter-
esting to observe. As o long time is
gocupied in the growth of the nuts,
they may be seen on the rame tree in
many stages, from small, acorn-like
ones . to the immense brown-husked
fellows, all in large bunches. The
flowers, too, for a new crop, may be
included in the collection.

It is & matter for concern, rays Mee-
han's Monthly, that there appears to
he little or no attempt to propazate
cocoanutr in Florida, even though they
be for ornamental purposes only.
They are far from heing so plentiful
a8 they were 15 years ago.

Queer Norwegian Relfc,

A citizen of Stillwater, Wis,, is the

poasessor of an extraordinarily rore
verdict ren-
dered by a jury of 12 in June, 1533, at
Oslo Courthouse, where Christinnia
now stands. At the bottom of thia
novel verdict hang 12 strips of sheep-
skin, with 12 pleces of heeswax the
gize of a small watch, which contains
upon each the seal of one of the

e - L,A"__.‘.fum#.t-,_..
s

WAVES IN THE AIR.

Are Like Water Waves That Stir the
Whele Mass from the Bnrface
10 the Hottom,

Helmholtz showed that when a cur-
rent of air warmer, and therefore
lighter, was luwing above another cur-
rent colder and denser the circum-
stances were the same ns when the
wind is blowing on a level surface
of liquid. In both cases regular wuves
are produced in the denser medium,
and the waves have their cresis perpen-
dicular to the direction of the upper
current, says a ecientific exchange. A
wind that will produce water waves
one meter long will, in air currents
differing ten degrees C.in temperature,
produce waves from two to five kilome-
ters in length. To water waves from
five to ten meters long correspond
air waves having a length of 15 to 20
kilometers. Such waves, whuse height
above the surface of the earth is not
often greater than their length, are
like water waves that stir the whole

- mass of water, from #the surface to

the bottom. They are very frequent,
but are not visible unless the lower
layers of air are saturated with moist-
use g0 that mists are formed. In such
» cage parallel bande of clouds are
produced, extending over a large por-
tion of the sky. Inaballoon ascension
Herr Emden, of Munich, was able to
recognize such waves and to make such
measures as to schow that the mathe-
matical theory of their formation was
completely verified.

co- A SPIDER'S WOOING.

The Male Is Always in Danger of

Being Devoured by the Object
of His Atteations,

faarcely, however, had Araneina re
turned to continue her feast upon
the fly than still another summons
came over the telegraph system from
the outer edge of the web—a signal
different from any of the previous
ones, seemingly of a timorous nature.
Araneina knew at once that it was
from a gentleman spider come a-
courting. who did not dare to ven-
ture too close uatil he was sure of
the mood his lady love was in, says
Pearsan’s Magazine.

It very cften happens that a male
spider who is precipitate in thrust-
ing hig attentions upon one of the
other sex lives just long ennugh to
regret it, for, shnuld the lady chance
to be hungry, she would not scruple
to make her next meal upon an ad-
venturous wooer. Araneina’s cour-
tier evidently did not consider the
occasion propitious for love making,
for, when at his third or fourth dif-
fident signal she angrily darted to-
wards him, he dropped to the ground
and disappeared.

Araneina now ate the remuinder of
the contents of the fily. Then, fur-
ther trussing up the beetle in her
larder for the next day’s breakfast,

she retired into the cleft of the limb

above her web fu1 the night
DORMANT MONEY.

Many Thousands of Dollars Avwaiting
Lawful Ownership |n the
English Courts,

‘A great deal of money hecomes dor-
mant through the carelessness or for-
getfulness of the owners. When Mr.
Goschen's conversion and redemption
scheme of 1887 came into cperatiom
the Bank of England nutified £»,000
holders of consols that their 3 per
cents were no longer 3 percents. No
fewer than 11,500 letters fuiled to
reach the stockholders to whom they

~ HERE'S A QUEER THING,

The “Morning Hour” in the Benate
Begins at Noou and Lasts
Abeout Twou Hours,

The “morning hour™ is one of the
gqueer things of the United States
senate. In the first place the “morn-
ing hour” is two hours long, though
it may be completed in ten or 15
minutes. In the recomd place, says
the “Washingtan Stur, it never oe-
curs in the morning, but begins at
12 o’clock noon, except on the rare
occasions when the senate meets at
10 or 11 o’clock., Senator Hoar, of
Mussachusetts, is Tesponsible for the
elongation of the morning hour 8o ug
to make it cover 120 minutes. Prior
to 14 years agu the “morning hour,”
while existing in the afternvon, was
but an hour in length, but a resolu-
tion submitted by Mr. Hoar was
adopteld Angust 10, 1588, and . that
provided that the _“morning  hour”
should be two hours in length or that
it should end at two o'clock. This
resolution provided “‘that after to-
day, unless otherwise ordered, the
morning hour shall terminate at the
expiration of two hours after the
meeting of the senate.”” The morning
bour is devoted to the presentation
of petitions, the introduction of bills,
reports of committees, etc, and ia
the time when all sorts of little mat-
ters of that kind are attended to. At
two o'clock the presiding officer lays
before the senate the bill on the cal-
endar, which is set aside as having
precedence over other measures, and
that i generally the time for long
gpeeches of all kinds unless umnani-
maous consent is secured to consider
pension bills for a gpecified time or
unobjected bills on the calendar.

MOKKEY MASCOT IN‘WAR.

A Simian Veteran of Philippine Strife
Who Was in Many En-
‘-‘EDC-‘I.

Fritz, the mascot uf company H.
Twenty-third regulars, and veteran of
the Philippine war, is known to the
boys of the company as “comrade,”
and to them he is away above the av-
eraze of hiz kind.

Fritz enjoys the rare digtinction nf
being the only une of 12 monkeys able
to stand the long orean voyige from
Afanila. Frank J. Knoffkey is his
owner, and the soldier has never gune
into anengagement since April 14,1000,
when Fritz was brought ioto eamp,
without the faithful monkey eitheron
his shoulders or trudging aleng close
by his side. Iritz has been ane every
{sland in the fulu archipelago and suf-
fered without a murmur the long and
trying campaigns.

When Knoffkey lay wonnded nnthe
feld in Cebu island his comrades in
uniform pressed on, but Lis conrade
Fritz nestled close to hir side and
guarded him through the watches of
the night. 3

On the regiment’s foreed march
across Lateyv island, Fritz divided hir
time hetween walking and riding an
the shonlders of the men along the
line. Tt was on this oceasion, savs
the New York Mail end Exyress that
he eame near Insing his life at the

hands of several wild monkeve be-

cause he had no tail. A menkey lnses
his roeial standing in the Philippines

when he is minus a tail. Fritzescaped -

from hiz indignant relatives only by
leaping to the shonlders of his master.

AMERICA’S JEWEL MADNESS.
Prevalling Hnth ;'or Precioun Stanes
Surpaseca Anything Fover Be-
fore Seen tn This Country.

The world has never geen. andinn

|

CUBANS ARE HARD WORKERS.

Peculiarities of the People as Ber
Forth by the New [I'resident
of the lIsland.

We have an island materially rich,
with a fertile xoil and sulubrious cli
mate. The people are industrious
enpecially those in the country dis-
tricts, all that they ask is to have
plenty of work at reasonable com-
pensation. They are fond of huwe,
and by nature are luw-ubiding. They
love liberty and are brave, but relent
less when stirred by oppression,
says Thomax Estruda Pulma, in Sue-
vess. The Cubans are unxious for
their children to be educated. One
of the reasons assigned in the Dec-
laration of the Ten Yéars' War waor
that Spain treated us so murderous-
ly in order to pay the standing army
that oppressed us, and would  not
furnish schools sufficient to educate
onr children. The Cubun people are
singularly hospitable. A stranger,
visiting a home, is not enly treated
with kindness, but ix offered a cup
of coffee as an evidence of good will.’
They have what is called the south-
ern type of hospitality. Thaugh our
‘people are hard workers, they are
not, as a rule, as pruvident das peo-
ple of indusirial balits ought to be.
They have a free and eany Way,
epending their money on the pres-
ent rather than raving for s rainy
day. They are just and hopest in
their dealings and have faith in God.

TALKING.AT SEA.

Two Ocean Liners Crowsing im Op-
posite Directionn Use the
Wireless ¥Wethod,

PR

The marvels of wirelecs telegraphy
are great enough to render a recent
nee of the aystem not sufticient!y won-
derful to be extraorlinary. perbapa,
vet the incident rep-rted by Cham-
bers' Journal s one which appeusls to
the imagination.

Two Cunard liners, the Lucania dand
the Campaoia were croscing the At-
lantic in opposite < recticne. Each,
knowing the date of the cther’s sail-
ing. could make a culclution as to
the hour when they w uld maost likely
micet. When the honrcanne the vessels
were too far apart to right vach other,
Precently, bowever, the warning bell
of the wireless telepgraphic apparatus
in the Campania tinkled. and the mes-
rage wos apetled out: “Are youthere?
—Lucania.” And then tle two veasels,
53311 invisible to each rther, and, aait
wis found, 36 milex ay.art. talked for
gome hours, excharzing experiences
as to the weather. ¢ nd fnally parting
with the word “g«<-by"” when they
were 140 miben asunder.

Such a conversati- n carried on be-
tween vesseds In the «pen rcean, vep-
arated by guch a viict streteh of wa-
ter and owt of right of cach other, is
&n impressive illustration «f what
wireleea telegraphy meiaus.

'KILLING OF THE CHINCHILLA.

" Fur Dealers ia This

Country Are
Deeply Intereated in lts Danger
of Extermination,

- Ny . .

Fnr deaders are much interested in
the news from Chili that the chin-
chilla has almost bheen exterminated
Ly fur hunters and that =stringent
meacures will have to be applicd to
prevent the extioction of the animal
there, In spite of luws for gs pro-
tection in BRolivia, the chinchilla has
almost eatrely dizappeared  from
that republic, and furrier: fear that
it mayv disappear in Chili as well, re-
ports the New York Sun.

According to custorns reports the
nimber of the animals killed in Chili

ties over back of Summit, Abe More- were addressed; the peuple were
—"house wus bi i Jeg-by-a-rate | ge i tives were un-
tlesnake. A doctor was at once gent known, says Chambers’ Journal. One

person who could not be found held
consols amounting to upward cf
‘£187,593; and over 40 possessed £10,-
000 each; and this money awaits law-
ful ownership. A very singular care
of a stockholder’s forgetfulness led
to a suit in chancery some years aga.

A lady who had attained the venerable . ..

age of 98 died at Marseilles. For years
she had practically llved an money
borrowed from her relatives nnder the
impression  that she possessed no
means of her own. Only after she
had died it transpired that a sum of
£ 56,000 waa standing in her name in
the funds. and also £20,000 of accumu-
lated dividends.

_THE STUDY OF FIGURES.

Statiattenl Literatare Not Muoch In
Demand Among the Generality
of Readers,

It is fairly obvious that the study o
statistics is not exactly what would
be termed a popular pastime. Libra-
riang do not discover any extensive
demand for statictical literature. Sir
John Lubbock, if I remember rightly,
found no place for a single volume of
figures In his hundred best books, and
in that flood of articles nn “Books
That Have Helped Me! by authors
great and authors small, the same sig-
nificant eilence seems to be main-
tained... There were some very curi-
oug books that haveapparently proved
helpful to certain persons, but there
was unbroken testimony of a negative
kind that nobody had ever been helped
by & blue hook, rays W. M. Daniels, in
Atlantic. To say of anything: “As
dry as statictics,” fn at once to consign
it to the nethermost limho of aridity.
Quch is the verdict npon the finished
statistical product. "As for the meth-
ods employed in domstructing ruch
tables — weighted averages, index
numbers, ot curves of error—these, to
the wayfaring man. are hidden and in-
geniua refinements of crueity, to be
avoided at all hazards, or at least for-
gotten with a shudder and a prayer.

Sugar for Horses,

To Inerease their powers of en-
durance two ounces of sygar are now
fncinded in the daily fond of army
horses in Argentina.

fire dono au commerce des avantages exocentionnals.
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other part of the World S<ThrfeEnow
o be seen, anything like America’s
jewel madness as shown by the condi-
tions of to-day, when more than 500
New Yirk establishments are engaged
solely in the importation of preciaus
Sh»n;‘i, when agents of American deal-
ers are gearching Furope forthe white
gem and hopelessly endeavering  to
supply American appeals for rubies
and emeralds, and when 6,000 men in
Scuth Africa are toiling to obtain dia-
monds, more than half «of which are
to add to the beanty and happiness of
the American womans It i~ the that

has caused the United States to be-.
- ecome the greatest diamond market in

the world, gays Ainslee's Magazine.
For her we have imported In a single
year §20,000000 worth of precious
stoneg: for her, at one perivd, we
smuggled them in‘at the rate of §7,-
000,000 a year; for her we anuually
buy comething like §12,000,000 worth
of diamonds. and thus, for her sake,
heartlessly leave of the world’s out-
put of diamonds only some 34,000,000
worth to gatisfy the vanity of all the
rest of the women on earth, For her
adornment we annually cause to -be
brought to this country diamonds
the aggregate 1,200
pounds, a weight three times that of
the total output of the famous Kim-
berley fleld, and practically the equal
of that of the whole of South Africa,
the world's greatest diamond mine.

Killing of Sealn,

The increased value of sealckins in
1900 induced the lessees of the Pribilof
fslands, the breeding grounds of the
seal herds, to kill 13,000 two-year-old
geals. whereas the rule has been not
to kill any seal which has not reached
the age of at least three years. If.the
killing of twoeyear-olde is allowed to
continue it is certain that the seal
herd will snon be exterminated.

Fattened Oynters,

':Hnlfdev«*l(qm} ovsters and hivalved

which are in poor flesh, a¥ a ftockman
would say., are now kept in regular
pens and fattened for the market, as
{f they were pigs or otherlive stock.

U

How c-«.ﬁ? I_{o l)f:wn.

A western cattleman says that all-

enws lie down on thelr left side and
pever on their right unless the left is
fnjured.

" L’ABEILLE DE LA NOUVELLE-ORLEANS

Has increased gredtly in-rerenU vears.

The number of chirchilla pelts ex-
ported in 1900 was 605,510, more than
double the exports of 1808,

A scientifie pociety in Chili has a}
ready drafted a law forhidding the
hunting of the chinchilla for four ap
five years In certain regions. and al-
lowing hunting eleewhere for only
half the vear. It also forbid: 1he nse
of fircarms. dogs, fire and. in faet,
evervthing except traps.

The fur dealers expect that the
law will be enacted and predict that
the prjce of chinchilla fur will soon
be vory moch higher.’

_FIRST WAR IN BISTORY.

Inneriptiona Lately Unearthed Re-
vea) the Fact That Egypt Once
Iuvaded France,

.That Egypt and France held inter-
conrse as early as 4000 B. C. i< proved
by the marked resemblance of inscrip-
tions found in the two countries, says
the Philadelphia North American. The
excavations of Prof. Flinders Petrie
have hrought to light evidence of an
extremely ancient movement between
the land of the Pharaohsand the coun-
tries bordering on the Mediterranean.

This communication, like all otber
great invasions of history, had its
origin in an effort at trade extenaion.
The great wars of the eighteenth
Fgyptian Aynasty were provoked by
surrounding natlons jealous of Egypt's
growing wearlth and power. In retali-
ation Egypt carried the campaign into .
Asia and Europe, and, judging from g
the inscriptions mentioned, must hu.ve,‘
pushed as far west as France. »

Prof. Petrie has in his possessiona ~
series of figures found in Malta and .
neolithic remaing from Brassenpuoy
in France which are beyond chance of
Adoubt the work «f Feyptians. They.
establish Intercourse long before the -
perind which is generally recognized
as the beginning of the history of the
countries of Europe,

Breach of Promiae in Japan. .

‘One feature of western civilization
haa just made its first appearance in |
Japan, where a native womun has|

hrought suit for a breach of promise,
hitherto an vpknown procedure iu the
land of the chrysanthemum.
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