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“CURED WITH WATER

Hostile Filipinos Are Compelled 10
: Give Up Their Secrets.

‘Mebe Scouts Have a Queer Meth-
od of Fianding Out What They
Want to Knopw frem Cup~
tured Insurgemia.

[ B P

_4be Macabebe scouts in

The “water cure” as conducted by
the TIhilip-
pines. says Dr. Maxwell S. Simpson, is
m piece of artistic work, absolutely
‘barmless, and invariably effective in
mecuring information. The “third de-
_gree” worked in American police sta-
%iops is fur more disastrous to the vic-

. tims than this process, which had long

“‘been in use in the islands, snd was

" taught to the Macabebes by the Span-

jards while they were in their service.
1 duubt if the “water cure” was ad-
_ministered 50 times in all during the
entire campaign. A-threat of it was
.often sufficient, says the Chicago Inter

Ocean.
In questioning a native it war always

" done quietly, without attracting tFe

s e

attention of other natives, in order

‘that the informer might not later suf-

fer at their hands. He was questioned
wery carefully as to his knowledge of
the whereabouts of the enemy or the
%hiding places of arms or supplies.

His powers were usually dormant.
3t wag “No sabe, FeNnoT; NO entiendo,”
and a blank stare. Our native .ser-
" geant would then take him acide and
talk quietly and confidentially with
him, arguing the case, but without re-
sult. A North American Indian can-
ot be more stoical or present a coun-

. wtenance more tnmoved under trying

.

4 whit

circumstances than a Malay—not one

Qur sergeant would then search the
prisoner's clothing and inspect his
‘body. Concealed about the person
would often be found incriminating
evidence of affiliation with the enemy.

- . On his body might be found the marks

of the Katapunan society—the scar one
the left forearm from which the blood

. 4= drawn for his signature, and the pe-

culiar tattoo on the breast.

" There he stood, apparently an in-
mpocent amigo, white garmented—the
#ymbol of purity—denying all knowl-
edge of any misdoings of his own or

_ - the enemy: vet, in all probability,

2 man who but a few moments be-
‘fore had fired at us until escape was
Smpossible and had then tossed his
“rifie into the jungle and mingled as
‘an onlooker with the people of the
village.
He is compelled to lie down upon
the ground st full length. A strip

" .«af bamboo about the size of a build-

ing lath, is laid across his forehead,
and the head kept firmly to the
ground, arms and legs being se-
cured.

The chin being pressed down and
~the mnostrile being held closed he is
. compelled to open wide his mouth
+«§nto which is conducted a thin stream
"o water from a canteen held about
three feet abave his face. He swal-
‘Jows the water until the stomach
fllz, the water is regurgitated, the

_stomach is refilled, and so the pro-

?

‘cess goes on.

N0 dire results can ensue, but
-srashing out of the stomach in this
“manner has a wonderful effect upon
.the memory. It dawns upon him
~ghat he remembers seeing guns bur-

" :3ed in a near-by rice paddy, that so
+ ypany insurrectors are in camp in the

' meighboring mountains,

that such

« wupplies are hidden in a certain house

"*in the village, and

other valuable
.thoughts come to his quickened brain
" without harm to his body.

Released from his position he

L. 'enlmly lights a cigaret‘e and pro-

ceeds 1o conduct the troops to the
place of concealment or patiently
swaits further developments, know-
§ng that if his story is not substan-
“4jated the dose will be repeated.
Bazing in mn American college is

- .- barbarous beside the *“water cure.”

“« W is to he commended.

)ther treat-

., ment is bupglesume and crude. This
" 4m artistic,

w

&
e
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4w ot . Aomunition Cloat 84,564,
.. «wBear Admiral ('Neil, chief of ord-
nance of the navy, has compiled some
interesting informution relative to the.

mbsnunition expended in the naval bat-

- tles at Manila and off Suntiago. Judged
from the »tandpoint of values, the

T figYt with Cervera’s squadron cost this

government in ammunition expended

37 g4 504, The smmunition expended by

oy

Deweys vessels at Munila cost consid-
Cerally less—a little more than 370,000

.~ The total wwight of ammunition ex-

o

+E A

@y o4 My futher-in-law ha. come ta xtay

" pended in the fight off Sintiago was
364.7 tona. The total weight of nietal
thrown was 1140 tonk. There were
L 9474 rounds fired, of which 1L3trwere
- frem the main and 8174 from the sec-
opiury battery gung At Manila the
total weight of ammunition expended,

ncluding powder, was 142 tong, There
L were 66.9 toms of metal thrown and

k- Crd Btar

ok

iy S S '

© 8555 rounds fired,
were from the main and 4.443 from the
» geccndary battery guns.--Washington

Higher F.ducation in Germany.
_ Tre following notice Las been pla-
E f:arded in the entrance hall of Wurz-
. burg university:  “Huonorable ladies
whr attend pnblic lectures  are  in-
"formed that hefore entering the lec-
“ture room they must take of their
hats. In care of non-complisnee with

. dThe Nexleeted Hunhand,
S What miaker Yot s Llue
the firrt New Woman. at theciuh,

Of the latter 1,410«

‘4his notice thes must expect to have
" 4heirhats taken awav hy force.” This
S sianed by the university junitor.—
o { Eilﬂndnn News.

asked
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MAY SAVE NIAGARA.

Speculations as to the Preservatioa

.of the Great Cataract.

Yennels Under the Rivee fow l-‘u-'

triml Uses Have & Tendenoy to
Reduce the Ewosive Power

1 of the Whirling Waters.

" When it was first proposed to divert
the waters of Niagara there were those
who had visions of a time when the
mighty cataract’s thunder would be
bushed. They predicted that if this
first attempt succeeded the work
would go on until practically all the
water would be taken todrive turbines
and none be left to plunge over the
precipice, says the Chicago Inter
QOcean.

At first the engineers scoffed at
these predictinng, declaring that the
water abstracted would be relatively

so small in quantity as to make no im- -

presfion on the flow Lately the en-
gineering press, noting the increasing
dietances to which electric power i.s
transmitted, has begun to admit that
the signs of the times point to Niag-
ara’s complete destruction as a thing
of beauty. The Electrical World, for
example, makes such an admission,
but says by way of excuse:

“Nlagara, from every esthetic point of
“iew, was wrecked long beTore the pick
opensd the works of the power company.
Man's petty avarice had already undone
nature's best work. Had wise men teken
the Niagara region three-quarters of a
century ago and guarded it so that none
of man’s handiwork should visibly infringe
upon the majesty of the scene, then would
the mighty fall have been saved to art.
Falling this, 1t has been redeemed from
vandals to the great service of industry.”

These considerations will hardly
console lovers of majestic natural
scenery. They may rightly affirm that
the erfors of the past do not excuse
the utilitarian destructiveness of the
present. Yet they may be consoled by
the reflection that  entirely natural
forces would ultimately have left no
Niagara Falls, and that the interpo-
sition of man may so change the oper-
ation of these forees as to preserve
the cataract longer than it would have
survived if left to ttself.

The straight down plunge of Niag-
ara results from the fact that just
there a dayer of hard stone overlies
a =ofter formation. Farther up the
river this hard stone disappears, and
the river flows over the softer underly-
ing bed. The falls tend to wear away
the precipice that makes them. They
have receded a considerable distance
since first known to civilized man. As
this recession continues it will finally
reach the point where only the soft
stone is found. Then there will be no
#aTl, but only a-gigantic slope or rapid.
It may be that the descend would be
&0 reduced as materially to lower the
Jevel of the upper lakes.

Yow, it may be that by taking great
guantities of water from the river this
process of erosion will be greatly re-
duced That would be the natural ef.
tect. The Niagara precipice may be
preserved by preventing the river
from wearing it down. “One day a
future generation,” says the Electrical
World, after stating these facts, “may
sawake to a realization that the Niag-
ara tunnels saved the great lakes™
They certainly may. if they but take
out water enough, save the cataract
dor several centuries beyond its nat-
ural life.

When that day comes it {s reason-
able to suppose that arrangements
will be made by which the waters may
for & time be turned from the power
eamals hack to their old channel. The
Electrical World suggests that great
national holidays may thus be cele-
brated. Thus may we imagine, some
thousands of yvears hence, several mil-
Tions of Americans gathéring on the
banks of the Niagara to see the falls
tyrned on. and telling the children
that bt for the so-called greed of
their forefothers there would then be
no fallg to see.

FORK TAKEN FROM STOMACH.

Kovel Operation Suceessfually Per-

~ formed Upon a Lunatle in &
B Paris Asylum,

A recent extraordinary surgical op-

eration performed at Puris wus there- -

moval of & full-sized eating fork from
the stomach of aninmate of an asylum
for the insane, who had swallowed ft
on a wager. The Roentgen- réys
showed where the fprk was. -Then the
stomaeh was cut open and afterward
sewed up. The lunatic is now doin'g
well,

The Paris surgeons are deeply inter-
ested in the case of a well-known actor
named Moatfleury, who died under cir-
cumstances suid 1o be unparalleled.
Montfleury, who was extremely fat,
was playing a part in Racine's drama,
“Andromache,” and acting with great
spirit, when he snddenly fell forward.
Examination showed that his abdomen
had burst. Death followed within
three minutes. Dr.Jules Guesdon, who
first reached the patient, signs a de-
tailed scientific account of the case,
whli(-h was printed im the Paris Jour-
nal.

s His Last Trip,

‘A pathetic ifcident of an old hofle i

of Ip~wich, Wass., formerly owned by
sn expressman: OUn sceount of his age
and debility, the old horse had heen
taken from work and tarned out on
a farm lo graze. One day he made hig
sppearance, unattended, at the rail-
way station, backed into poxition as it
he had an express wagon behind him,
and waited as in the old days. Short-
ly after the train arrived, the old
Lhorse wentslowly away to the village,
where he backed up to the express of-
fice ax had been his custom for years.
Then. aftera reasonable time, he rtart-
ed up the road towar®the farm, and
Inter in the day he wius found dead by
loston Herald.

. with us replied the Ltlier: “und John
an - mnd he sit at their Loittine all day and
_ ¥l ery ahdut e treatment of John - 3
v Catholic Btandard snd Times. I the rosdside. -
e -
!’._ “
L e e e oWy
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. PUNGENT PARAGRAPHS.

When the girl says they are engaged
and the youog man says they ure not
it takes » jury to decide.—Chicago
Daily News. .

Keeper of Fence—*“What bave you
here, a paste diamond?”  Highwuy-
man—*"No, it's genuine; but 1 had -to
paste the fellow to getit!"—Indianap-
olis Newa.

Barber—"*That's strange. You say
you have been here before. 1 don’t
seem to remember your face” Vietim
—%“Probably mot. You see, it has all
healed up pow."—(Glasgow Evening
Times.

Malapropos.—(adleigh—*1 thought
1 had met you before, Miss Browne.”
Miss Browne—*No; 1 guesgit was my
sister.” Cadleigh—"Perhaps so. ‘The
Miss Browne | met wag rather pretty.”
—Philadelphia Press. .

Stern Parent—*"1 «suppose you are
aware, young man, that I cease topro-
vide for my duughter when she leaves
my rouf?” Suitor—"0h, yes; we have
gettled about that—BerthaandI. We
have decided to make, our home with
you."—Bostqn Transcript.

The Fatal Rope.—"Ah!” said the
prison visitor to the convicted mur-
deress, “when you think of your im-
pending doom, does not your memory
revert longingly to the days of your
innocent childhood?” *“Well,” replied
the doomed creature. I surely would
like to ekip the rope.”—Philadelpbia
Press. -

Senjor Partner—*Yes, when T adver-

tised for a careful boy 1 dropped a
book so it would be observed by the
long line of applicants. The first boy
picked it up.” Junior Partner—“And
you gngaged ¥im?* Benior Partner—
“No: he not only picked the book up,
but he put it in bis pocket.—Philadel-
phia Record.

“LIFE IN THE SUBURBS.

“There Is Oune Thing About It That
. saves It from Being Altogether
Unbearable,

The man who has been remarking
“I told you 'so” to his room mate at
the office who built a house in the
suburbs and moved into it last fall
chuckled gleefully as the man who
ives in the suburbs appeared half an
hour late the first moruing of the re-
cent snowstorm, relates the Washing-
ton Star.

“I told you s—" began the gleeful
chuckler.. He was interrupted by
the other, who was not in a particular-
1y happy frame of mind, and who
sneered:

“Yes, you told me g0, of course.
You've been telling me so £8r the past
#ix months. 1f you hope that I will
eventually believe it, why keep it up.”

By no means abasbhed, the city man
proceeded with the attack. “Great
sport hustling for the car through the
snow, isn’t it?” he went on to EBay.
“Especially fine, this waiting in the
open for the hetter part of an hour
and the road tied up and no prospect
of the cars ever running again. S'pose
you are prepared to say you couldn™t
get along without such exercise. ot
course, you can’t imagine how you
ever managed to exist when you didn’t
have to jump up from the breakfast
txble and dash half a mile through
jey drifts and then stand still and
shiver while you ruined your'eyes gaz-
fng along a line of poles wishing 4 car
would heave in sight. Walked in—of
course—yo had to. The trudge was
exhilarating—set the blood a-coursin’
through your veins, and you feel like
a new man; certainly, I know your
thoughts just as fully as though you
had expressed 'em. Wasn't 1 glad,
when [ looked out the window this
morning, that I wasn't way off in the
wilderness somewhere, hu.t Wias Snug-
ly located right here in a row of bricks
and less than nine blocks from the of-
fice. But you knew it all. You would
move out there any old distance from
nowhere. Maybe you're sorry now. g
told you so0.”

The man who built a house in the
suburbs by this time had removed his
overcoat and rubber boots and was
‘warming himself in front of the fur-
nace register. :

“I"M admit life autside the city 1fm-
its entails some inconveniences during
extraordinafy weather stivh-as pre-

. wails to-day.” he said, quietly. “But

thére is one consolgtion.  When 1
looked out the window and saw the
vast expanse of snow 1 was not com-
pelled to throw on my clothes and
hustle out before breakfast and shovel
the.fleecy deposit off a sidewalk. as
you had te do, with the knowledge that

failure to do ro would result in my be-

ing haunled Before the police court and
fined. Guess you'll admit there’s at
least one zdvantage in living in the
suburbs, even in midwinter.”
Strange to say, the hitherto gleeful
chuckler had completely subsided.

Richest Life Region, : i
Taking inte consideration hoth va-

riety and peculiarity, as regards the
forms of life, the neotropical region
(including South America, Central
Ameriea, West Indies and Mexico) is
undoubtedly the mort remiirkable of
the great divisions of the land recog-
pized by zoologiste and botanists. Of
ordinary terrestrial quadrupeds (mam-
mals), 37 families are represented, of
which no fewer than eights are abro-
Intely pecnliar. Of birdeéno fewerthan
73 familiesare represented, 23 of them
peculiar, these including more than 400
sarts of humming birds, the brilliant-
1y colored macaws and toucans and the
South American ostriches.: There are
35 funilies of reptilea (six peculiar),
thore limited to this region being all
tbe lizard kind. Huge ruakes are char-
acteristic, the hoa canstructor and
even lurger anacenda (the largest
known species) being found nowhere
else. Frogs and tosde are represented
by 16 tamilies (four peenliar)and fresh
witer fishes by 14 fumilies (four pe-
culiar). - N. Y: Heruld,

_ject is chaotic at present.

. is produced.

GETS HIS OLD SEAT.

Senatof Quay Improves ﬁis Loca'tion v

) in the Senate Chamber.

By a Little Foresight on His Part Hle

Succeeds in Putting in Kirst He-
quest for the Coveted Denk
.about to Be Vacated,

When pews came frum Oregon that
Senator Siton wus  practically de-
feated for recomination by failing w
curry the primary elections in Muluoe-
muh county, severil sepators at vnce
attempted to file un applicaton for
the desk now cvecupied by the Oregon
etitesinan, which he will relinquish
pext March., The seat is 8 choice vne,
being in the frout row on the repub-
lican side. It was occupied for six
years by Senator. Quay, who movell
to the adjoining seat on the retirement
of Don Cameron, Senator Carter tak-
ing the vacancy,

Mr.Simon,who had a seaton the back
row, where newcomers are usually
pleced, was fortunate in applying early
for Mr. Carter's seat,and when the lat-
ter was defeated for reelection by Mil-
licnaire Clark he moved to the front
TOW,

*The other applicants for Simon’s

" gent were evidently not so astutein siz-

ing up political possibilities as was
Renator Quay, for when they geverally

. presentgd their claims they were told

that the Pennsylvania renator had
forestalled them. So Quay. after next

March will go back tohis old seat, hos- '

ing up from “way back” row. He will
then have a- New York
either side of him, Depew on his right
and Platt on his left, with his colleague,
Penrose, only one seat away, next to
Depew.

PLANS FOR AUTO ASSOCIATION

Xational Organization Wil Seek to
Secure Good Roads and Cniform
Speed Laws,

Winthrop E. Scarritt, president of

“the American Automobile asrociation,

is mapping out a line of endeavor fur
1he new natione] organization of mo-
tor vehicle clubs. Itevill be submRted
at the first meeting of the board of
directors, which will be held in this
city the secon@ Tuesday in April.

“Good roads and wniform speed
lawes,” said Mr. Scarritt, “will natural-
ly first receive the attention of the
nationa! association. The Jegislation
in the various states will be watched
by the local clubs in those states. but
they will huve the backing and receive
the suggestions of the nationsl body.

“The new clubs that come in will
nat be by any means unrepresented in
the work of the association, even
though not represented on the hoard
of directors. They will be given places
on the committees, and I +hall try to
arrange to have the committees so con-
gtituted that they can be added to as
new clubs come in and desiratle mem-
bers pres¢nt.themselves.

“The speed luws will receive ourspe-
cial att¥ntion. Legislation on this sub-
We cun at
least inform our members as to the
Jaws in the various states on the sub-
ject.”

A NEW FLYING MACHINE.

One Being Constructed by Dr. C. F.

Buarton for the British War
Office,

Lo

Details of & flying machine which

Dr. C. F. Burtun is constructing for

the war office were given by himina.

paper read at a meeting of the Aecro-
pautical society, says the Lundon cor-
respondent of the New York Herald.

The machine, he explained, is a com-
bination of gas vessel and screw pro-

eller principles, the balloon being
fish-shaped and divided internally into
foar compartments. The driving mech-
anism consists of gix’screw propellers
coupled to motors.

<ir Hiram Maxim, who presided,
thoyght the mudel cuntained more
mechani=m than it could carry.

Sir Hiram Maxim took oceasion also
to deny that he had offered a prize
of $100.000, to be competed for at the
St. Lonis exposition airship econtesta.
He is prepured, however, he said, tn
offer a large sum of money fora prize
if a really practicable and tried airship

. Rare Specimen of Shark,

Dr. True, cnrator of the National mu- '

seum, has just received the skin of a
whale-shark, “rhin¢don,” which is 18
feet lung. It is the first specimen of
this creature ever found on the “At-
lantic coast of America, and belongs
tothe rarext species of the shark-whale
1amily, of which only the teeth have
heretofore been found. This whale-
ghark was found on the beach three
miles north of Ormond, Fla,, where it
came ashore the last of January. The
managers of the hotel at ounce tele~
graphed the Smithsonian Institution,
and upon instructions had the gkin
removed and shipped to the museum.
Dr. True, who is probably the greatest
knawn authority. upon sharks and
whales, pronounces this fpecimen the
rarest on record.

" Jeffernon Memorial Road.

Citizens of Albemarle county, Va.,
have organized the Jefferson Memorial
Road association for the purpose of
buildipg a public boulevard between
Charlottesville and Monticello, where
President Jefferson lies buried. The
road will be two miles long, and is ex-
pl‘(‘l(‘(l to cost §20,000,

Pure Food and the Went,
The ery of the great west i for pure
foad, not only because it is right that

‘all food should be pure, says the Chi-

cago Inter Ocenn, bhut because the
grext westraises the stuff out of which

the best pure food is made,
A

Est tMs win.,d1e e Feuitians st dans «cus les Etats du Sai, ‘8a pablinité offre dono au commeroe des avautages excantionusls.
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LOCK-COMBINATION EXPERT.

New York Man Who Upens Safes and
Vawits Im Dintant Olties ’
) by Telephone, :

L)

If there Is any mun in the world
that could transform himself into uo
efticient burglar it is the expert on
combinutions up in the office of the
sife trust. This man knows nore
about locks snd vaults thun all the
bank robbers in the ecountry. He
van open w sufe bir Boston by tele-
thne in five minutes, ordinarily. It
a bank in Philudeiphia loses its ¢com-
Lination there is a tumultuous ring-
ing of 'phone bells in the trust’s of-
flice. and the buy at the switchbooard
shouts wildly for the expert, says the
New York Times,

“Well, whait is it?” the apener of
vaults shouts into the mouthpiece,
hix tone showing that he is asccus-
toied to such calls,

“This is the bank.

The presi-

dent's gone home und the cashier's -

sick. I'm Mr, ——, Give me the fig-
ures, plessa”

The opener =atisfies himrelf that
the right man is ¥n the other end.
‘Then he looks up hig records, if he
does not happen to remember the
figurex wanted. It i8 only a mat-
ter of a few minutes before he is
back at the 'phone, and in us many
more minutes the vault in Philadel-
phia is opened.

It happened the other day that s
Boston trust company was in trone
ble ubout its combination. The safe
concern waxs called up, and the lock

expert. was summoned to the receiv- '

er. The usual request followed, but
by some chance the opener's good
memory had foraaken him, and he
had no record of the particular lock
in question,  The Boston officials
swore loudly over the wire. 1t was
no use, though, and finally they had
to give it up. ' »

Not long after the wire had been
vacated there was another ring, and
the opener found himself again in
conversition with the same peaple.
Thix time it was a request that he
come 1o DBozxton at once, hiring a
special train if necessary,

I ean't  came,” he answerbd,
“There's too much tao do here i of-
fice hours. I'll take the regnulay truin
Sunday.”

Argument was of no avail. and the
bunkers had to wait.  The
combination was lost un Wednesday,
and for the next four dayvs they had
to borrow all the cash they needed
from other companies. The incun-
veniences thev endured by reason of
inaccessible papers may be imagined.

This did not worry the expert, how-
ever, for he knew that nobody else
could fill his place as well as he. gnd
80 there was no danger of his being
discharged. He had been with the
safe concern for a great many years,
and his imperturbability was noy to
be upset by a trust company’s tem-
porary troubles. He left the office

Joston

ut the usua! time every day, had hig -~

dinner at home, and rlept just as
easily during thoxe four days aad
though there were no such things
a8 bank safes. In sapeaking of the
occurrence he said:

“Why didn't I g0? The idea! Do
snu know that there are six or eight
banks thut lose their figures every
day? Tt wns better to leave one of
them in a lurch for four days than
to have thew all in trouble for one
day.” :

AN ELEFHANTINE TRANCE.

Hardy Circos Animal That Was Proot
Againat Even a Ratlway *
Smash-U p.

“We had with us {n our menagerie.”
gaid the old cireus fan, according to
the Detroit Free Press, “one of the
meanest elephants 1 ever knew. e
wagn't vicious, but he was full of low-
down tricks, and for two vears we
tried our best to sell or chinge him
offt No other menagerie or zoo0o
would have him, as his character was
well known, and when the third year
opened we were all hoping that he'd
fall dead on the highway or get
killed in a railroad smashup.  We
hadn't mmade a dozen towns when the
smashup came. The railroads were
hauling us and taking the risks, and
we had half,a dozen men hurt and
five or six animals Kkilled. » Among
them was old *Zero,” the elephant.
He appeared to have been killed as
dead as a oor nail, and a team of
horses was hitched to his leg and he
was drawn into a fiebdd to be buried.

“The railroad folks sent an attor-
ney to the spot as soon as they
heard of the accident, aml he at
once took hold and began estimating
damages. We had got rid of our ele-
phant, and there wnas also an appor-
tunity to turn him into cold cash., We
sung hin praises and sounded his vir-
tues and wanted $16,000 damages,
The attorney tried to make out that
the market was glutted with ele-
phants and the price was down, but
we finally settled, on $10,000 as the
right fignure. The dead ‘Zero’ had gne
tusk. and the attorney went over to
see about having it chopped out.
Three or four of us accompanied
him, and yon may call me a chump
if that miserable old fraud, who had
played dead for 1% hours, didn’t sud-
denly get to his feet and begin reach-
ing out for thistles! Yes, sir. he did,
and we couldn't find a mark on him
to get even 15 cents damages, and we
were ro knocked out about it that
we Jet the attorney get away without
listing the sacred cow of India who
had both horas knocked off!”

Anticipatieg a Posaible Dispnte. N

We hope there will be no unseemly
squabble over “marconigram.” AN vS
the Chicngo Tribune. The idea of
solling u wireless telegram by that
name sprang up spontuneously in a8
Sundred plaees at once.
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OUR EARLY COINAGE.

Curiosities of Metallic Money Made
Before Mints Were Known.

A Fow Rare Pheces il o Existeace
That Are Valued at Fabanlous
Prices—In the Dajyes of
: Grodd Dust,

Sald a coin dollector, whose fad is
early American coins: *{ am reminded
by the recent publication in the Times
Mugazine of the myntery of the 1504
dolur, of many curious facts about an
eurly coinage which nre very  little
known outside of numismatie eircles,
For instance, how many know that the
words *F Pluribus Unum,” whicl: have
appeaged on various United States
coins, and are on the standard silver
dollar and the nickel five-cent piece
of to-day, were never nuthorized by law
to be ro placed? Very few; and yet,
no doubt, as muny know it ax know
that the later motto, ‘In God we Trust,”
which appears on all minor United
States coins, was likewire originally
stamped on them without authority
from the government.

“The motto ‘E Pluribus Unum’ first
appeared on an American coin in 1756,
raid the eollector, according to the
New York TMmes. “Thers was no
United States mint then, and, in fact,
no United States, the constitution
forming the union not having as yet
been adoptéd. There was a private
mint at Newhurg, N. Y., and ‘E Pluri-
bur Unum’ was first placed on a copper
coin struck at that mint. Very few
collections have specimens of this cojn.
It is very remarkable,

“In 1787 a New York goldsmith
coined a plece of money which was
knawn as ‘the 16<dollar gold piece,” and
upon it the motto was stamped! in this
form: ‘Unum E«Pluritms’  Only four
of these enins are known to be in ex.
{stence.  They are vajued at more
than $£2.000 each.

“A great many of curearly coins he-
fore there was any legal anthority for
natinnal coinage, were made 'n Eng-
land. Most of these were copper, and
were coined far different states and
all hore the words ‘E Pluribos Unum.?

“The 'nited States mint nwas estab-
lished in 1792, hut the uve of the na-
tional motto on any of the gold, «il-
ver or copper colng was not author-
ired or directed hy any of the pro-
visiong of the aet establishing it
The motto remained «n cur  early
gold and silver coins until 1834, when
it was omitted from the gold cains.
In 1%26 it was omitted from the 23
cent pieces, and in 1%37 from all sil-

_ver coins. It was not stamped on
" mny coin again until i1 appeired on
the nickel and the standard sgilver
dollar. i

“The words+In God We Trust® were
first placed on the two-cent piece,
which came inta our subsidiary esin-
sge in-155& but & now no longer part
of it. The motto wag placed there
by direction of James Pollock, then
director of the United States mint
at Philadelphia, and not by any legia-
lation of .congress anuthcrizing  the
minting of the twrwcent pirce,

“In 1793 the first g« ld coins were
stamped by authority in the United
States miut from golddound in North
Carnlina. By the way, it may be an-
other fact but little known that the
first gold diggings and mines in the
United States were in Nerth {(aro-
lina. and that the placer pit mines of .
that state, tagether with those of
Georgia and South Carclina, dixcov-
ered later. were so fuil of gold that
they supplied the United States
mints and the demands of trude in
this country with the precious metal
from 1530 until the discovery of gold
in California, the mint hasving re-
ceived from the North Carolina gold
regions alone more than $25.000.000
worth of gold, It was the gold yield
of North Carolina and Georgia that
led to the establishing of branch
mints at Charlotte, N. C, and Dah-
lonega, Ga.

“Lung before that, however. gold
Aust heing the universal circulating
medium in lower North Carclina and
northern Georgia and the adjacent
regiuns of South Carclina. and thes”
risk and inconvenience attending its
use bheing very great, a German gold-
smith. named Christopher Bechtler,
established a private mint in the
South  Mountain district of North

b Carolina, in Rutherford county, a
few miles from Rutherfordton, the
epunty seat, for the turning qf gold
fnto money. He stamped from the
gold the miners brought in, either
from the North Carolina, Georgia or
South Carolina mines, gold coins of
the denominations of $1, $2.50 and $3,
receiving a certain percentage of
the gold for his work. This mint
was in operation from 1831 until !
Bechtler's death in 1843, The coins
were stamped and minted by a press
and dies made by Bechtler himself.
The dies were cut with the denomina-
tion, quality of fineness of the gold,.
name of the coiner, andsthe abbrevia-

tion of the name of the state in
which the gold was mined. No alloy
was used in the minting. Rechtler

was 80 conscientious in denuting the
fineness of the gold that many of the
coins of his mint that bave been
melted down and assayed at the gov-
ernment assay office at  Charlotte
_have proved to he finer than the
mark on the coins declared them to
k. DRechtler made a fortune from
the seigniorage of hia coining. and
although the United States branch
mint was established at Charlotte in
1835, the Bechtler money wax for
years thereafter the popular curren-
ey of a large portion of the south.
Even to-day some ‘wayvback moun-
taineer occnsionally presents nne of
these rare coins at the village store |
in payment for purchases, it bhaving
been, perhaps, hoarded for ycars in
o kis family”
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