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' MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. ..

The enrliest men'tan of shoey in in

. mm FEgyvptian papyeus, written about

the veur 2200 3 C. - .
Of every 16L000 pecsony in France

Comine are accused of soue crime 1ip
ceonrse of a year.
All the flour consuned by the 1l

L4

S~ ON0,000 people in Sism comes from the

“Rinited Ssates.
If absorbent cotton is applied at
-once when milk is spilled on a woolen

_.dress or coat all traces of the stain

“wwill bhe removed, )
“Ping-pong” not being s dignifted
«#mough name for enthusiauts at the
game, they call it now ‘“provisional
“table tennis™
., Beveral wealthy members of the
American club of Havana have organ-
.. Jaed the Havana Mardi (iras company,
-ahe pugpose of which is to give in that

. .city uvery year a spectacular carnival

I'd

y L

- - il eman

° " Jike thuse given in New Orleans.
- ¢ Jtwould be difficult to overpraise the

- walwe and importance of the work done
By the many excellent hospitals of
New York. The. annual report of

" Mount Sinai has just heen made pub-
‘Fie, and its Rhowing Is highly com-
mendable. More than 2,000 free pa-
“gents received treatment I 1901, and
im the dispensary %0064 prescriptions

.were filled.—New York-Letter.

- CUBA'S FIRST PRESIDENT.

Estrada  Ppima n Patrlet
Who Has Suffered Much for
: His OCountry.

R ]

Tomas Estrada Palma is 86 years of
age. His father was a wealthy planter
3o the easternmost province of Cuba,
and the son was well educated in Cuba
and in Spain, and became a lawyer,
with a view not so much to the prac-
tice of his profession as to the better

. mmanagement of the affairs of a large

astate, states the Chicago Daily News.
" His patriotic sympathies led him to
active service in the ten years' strug-
‘gle for independence which began jn

1868 and ended in 1878, and early In
ithat period he became a general in the

“Jusorgent army. Townrd the end of
‘ghe wur, he became the president of

©. ~ghe provisional government, a post
" tbon which at least indicated the con-
. +fidence in which ke was held by the
_«Caban people. )

He was made & pri.on'er. taken to

_ .Bpain, at the risk of his life refused

"to swear allegiance, witnessed, in con-
‘sequence, the conflscation of his es-

.-tates, and some time.after the final

ctermination of the atruggle regained

" “his personal liberty, at the loss, how-

ever, of his Cuban property and home.
“When he goes to Cuba, two or three
moonths hence, to assume the duties
mnd high honors of the prejsid‘ency. it
“wgill he after an absence of 24 years.
After his release, at thee end of the
_‘ten years' war, Palma. traveled in
- Spanish-American, countries, and set-

E " tled in Honduras, where he married

‘the daughter of the president of that
" yepublic and became postmaster gen-.

" .- eral. Subsequently. he came with his

ife and one little ¢hild to New York,
-amnd saw an opportinity to establish

*Spanish-American countries, - TG
. Tis institute was located in the ﬁlt'o',
*dle town of Central Valley. in Orange

#he metropotis. He has now lived in

‘. fentral Valley for 18 years, and his

Sty L N SRR

'

. «ontragtors.

- ~firet year

- ®ix children, five of whom were horn.
‘ghere, have known no other home.

. CONVICT PARM A SUCCESS.

" what Operated by Lovistana Authori-

ties Has Proved Profitable as
’ Well as Benofelal.

" “The experimenfs undertaken in
~RLouisiana some years ago of coloniz-
‘jog ‘the less hardened orimjnals upon
-Jarms has been attanded by gratifying

%, wesults thus far, reports a southern ex-

change. The state constitution adopt-

> ed in 1898 provided that after the ex-
- piration of the leases then in force no

" eonvicts should be hired out to private
The board of peniten-

tiary commissioners bought lands and
erected buildings for the housing of
“those convicts who could be employed

outside the prison walls, and many of
‘the able-bodied prisoners were set to
“-wrork raising cotton, as well as corn
" and other food crops, and caring for
~gattle and hogs, all the results of their
"Jabor to be applied to the support of
~the penal ivstitutions and their in-

_iumates.

The legislature appropriated $200,-
~@08 for the working out of the new
- yplan and.the report of the first year's

woperations is now made public. From
~ the two plantations which were estab-
+¥ished the total cash imcome for the
is $180,000. DBeaides -thiy
‘weady money the board has several
- thousand tons of hay, #0.000 bushels

.2+ -»f corn and enough peas and potatoes

to carry men and stock through the
"mext crop year. One of the farins has
»@ steam saw mill, which is run by the
zonvicts. Some of them are employed
in building levees, and others who are
~wmmable to perform such active labor
.~are busied with light wark in the pris-
-on at Baton Rouge. The good effect
- of the system wpon the health of the
“prisoners themselves in shown By the
fart that the mortality among Lonis-
iana convictn has heen rednced one-
bhauif. Conditions in the gnlf states
sre sald to e more favorable for out-
door employmenl of convicts than
they are in the north.

1t Seemed Probable,
T ¢ w«nd?r.“ said the flirt, “if he
“has heard of my other engagements.™
e “\\1‘?" asked her dearest friend.
*“Oh, he qidn’t just seom to have
“gthe usual confidence as to the future
~-—that's all.”
“In what way?

' “Why, he intimated that he'd like

;o have me nign a receipt for the em-
gagement rivg. And 1 wanted to
‘Weep 1t for my collection, too.”"—Chi-

+ cago Post.
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~wounty, New York, some 40 miles frony- -

-m schoal for youngipeople from the "}
Aot
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Las Cruces (N, M.) Clab Decfde That
_Town Shounld Have a Proper
Muneral Vehicle,

Think of a woman's club buying
hearse with its first ofticial dollars!
That is the odd proceeding of the Wom-
an's lmprovement association st Las
Cruces, N. M., and as the president,
Mrs. D. C. Billings, puts it proudly:
“It's the only hearse in the county.”

This enterprising incident indicates
the uphill work of clubwomen in the
sparsely settled southwestern states,
who long for some of the advantages
and aeathetics of so-called civilization
—an uphill work, it may be added,
.which is, unknown to big and thrice-
blessed clube in thickly popuisted cen-
ters.

The Las Cruces Woman's Tmprove-
ment association has only 11 members.
When this ambitious little band organ-
ized five years ago, it not only pur-
chased a hearse to replace the rude
wagon that had previously served at
the head of funeral processions, but
set about otherwise to improve this
small town, made up mostly of unpro-
gressive Mexicans and winter tourists.
‘They bought a section of land and pro-
ceeded to convert it into a park by
planting trees and putting up a pa-
vilion. Afterward they purchased a
Jot for the purpose of erecting, some
prosperous day, a pubiic library and
clubhouse under one roof.

“You clubwpmen of the north have
no idea how away-back-in-the-Bible-
times these Mexicans.” wrote Mrs.
Billings, according to the Pilgrim. “We
women have worked slowly and at
great disadvantage. Several times we
have applied to outside clubs for help,
but, receiving no answer, have decided
we must wait and work.”

Atpresenttheseclubwomenare build-
ing a windmill to secure better irriga-
tlon—another unusual undertaking, in-
deed.

N

HE DOCTORED THE EGGS.

A Physician Played Sherlock Holmes
and Cunught a Dishonest .
Employe,

‘A Long Island doctor who has been
missing 8 from his poultry yard
for some time is happy at last, for
he has discovered the? thief. For
months every effort and every device
to detect the culprit failed, but, final-
1y, the doctor hit upon a scheme that
was worthy of Sherlock Holmes.

He took a dozen or more eggs and’
bored the tiniest of holes in the shell
of each. Then through these holes he
introduced into the eggs a piece of
very fine wire. The holes were then
flled with white wax and the eggs
returned to_ the nest.

A fewdaysafterward the doctor was
- called ifi to see the child of a woman
- in the village near him. After attend-
ing the child he talked about one thing
sad another until the lady told him
of such a strange thing that had hap-
pened to her. A few dayk before she
bhad bought a half dozen eggs from the
village grocer and in four of them she
had found short pieces of wire.

., . There were produped and shown to
- ‘the doctor, who took possession of
~them, and told the lady how they had
.. eome to be in the epgs. He theninter-
viewed the grocer, who finally admitted
~ that he had been buying eggs for some
time from a ‘'man employed by the
doctor. The man is now working else-
where, says the New York Times, and’
the doctor no longer patronizes that
particular grocer. .

PONY LIVES ON COAL DIET.

A Pet Shetland in Chicago Develops
an Appetite for Bituminous

* . . Fuel,

-

%
B U

T8 . - . .
A Chicago butcher is greatly an-
noyed Ly the insatiable appetite his
pet Shetland pony has shown of ige
for soft coal. One day lately the
pony broke its halter strap, and, find-
ing the barn door locked, squirmed
through a hole in a partition between
* the barn and a coal shed, where it
was found some time later, content-
edly munching the fuel.
The owner was at a loss to account

coal his family had used this winter
until he found the pony in the coal
bin. The discovery also explained, he
thought, why the pony had been “off.
its feed” of late, and why condition
powders had failed to reatore its ap-
petite.

In his opinion, the pony had been
fn the habit of appeasing it¢ hunger
with soft coal for several weeles past.
The animal has grown fat on its un-
usual diet.

A New Nationanl Park. *
Katherine Louige Smith tells in
Outlook the nmeed—and the oppor-
tunity—for s mew national park in
. north .central Minnesota. There
stands to-day a plece of ancient for-
ested Ameriea (in fact, the only
-great northern pine forest between
the Rocky mountains and the At-
lantic ocean) which it ia possible still
to save from destruction. Within the
limits of the Chippewa Indian reser-
vation, alomg the Leech, Cass and
Winnebagoshish lakes, there are, hs
if ready and wﬂting for this pur-
pose, 611,502 acres of land and 218,-
270 scres of whter surface. It is the
land of the original Dakotas and
Ojibwas—the cradle of northwestera
story and tradition.

. Oonslderate of the Thlef,

The following advertisement recent-
Iy appeared in a London paper: “Milk
—-1f the individual who stolethe milk
off my doorstep this morning will be
good enough to kneck at. the dnor on
the occasion of his next professional
wisit 1'll give him a drop of rum to put
fnit. Milk taken neat on cold mornings

. w‘ 5

o Lapiziane

-

i’

)

and an empty stomach s likely to in-
i jure the internal economy ot outdoor
workers. Address, otc.™

-+ "WOMEN BUY A HEARSE. ‘™9
[ Vo e :

"

L Their Businecss, -

for the unusually large amount of .,

An Establishment In Parls That Has
Beoa Prodacing the Figures for
Over a Century,

~%'be firm of Rafl, in Paris, has been
in existence for over a ceutury, but it
is only six years since M. Pucheu, with
whom a M. Lecaron is associated, took
over the business, says Pearson’s Mag-
azine.

“This making of saints,” he aaid,
‘““‘was 8 business which, when [ decided
to enguage in industry, appealed to me
most strongly. It is an industry fora
man who is fond of frequenting the
public libraries, who takes his pleas-
ure in poring over old books and docu-
ments, who delights in research. Thus
I do not know of anything that gives
me greater pleasure than when [ am
written to about some saint concern-
ing whom the customey can give me
few if any details. One has to hunt up
the particulars, the period in which he
lived, the costumes ok that period, to
find out what were his special attri-
butes, what was his martyrdom, If
martyrdom there was.

“Thus some time agn we received
from a priest in the,south of France
an order for a statue of St. Fris. 1
had never heard of such a saint, nor
does he figure in our catalogue, though
that massive volume contains over 150
closely-printed pages of the names of
saints. We applied to a priest who
is a great authority on this subject,
and we learned that St, Fris wasacap-
tain of barbarians under the Roman
denomination, and that te was mar-
tyred at the age of 20. This gave us
$he period, and the rest was casy.

“Again, on another occasion, we
were asked to make a sfatue of a Ste.
En . of whom w2 knew nothing but
that she was a widow. Wedhad to find
out eve-ythiry else about her. But
once we know the period our task be-
comes easicr. The period indicates the
co<tume. Thus recently we had to
make a St. Maurice. We knew that he
was a saptain, that he was a Roman,
an1 we drdssed him with the breast-
plate and the helmet of a Roman cap-
tain.”

THE TROJAN HORSE TO DATE.

Olassical Method E‘lnployed by Two

. ° Clever Parisiam Thieves ia

s

Even in these latter days an intelli-
gent study of the ancient classics may
prove a valuable asset to the consci-
entious student. That, at least, is what
one gathers from the exploits of the
pai? of Parisian knights of the order
of industry who stole a dummy, horse
from a saddler’s shop, and proceeded
to put it to the same use as the Greeks
did the Wooden Horse of Troy, reports
the London Graphie. .

The deceptive quadruped was placed
on a handcart and wheeled to a house
whege an innocent concierge consented
¢ 4o take care of it for the night. Before
morning one of the confederates had
emerged from the interior of the
horse, laid hands on such valuables as
he could find, and regained hlis hiding
place—to be duly carted sway by his
friend. )

This stratagem was actually success-
ful several times—for good “M. Pipe-
let” had, no doubt, never heard a cer-
tain trite tag mbout gift-bearing
Greeks, and the legitimate suspicion
with which prudent Trojans should re-
gard such. At last, however, a police-
man happened to see the horse passing
through the streeta, and, havingheard
of its exploits, made bold to stop it—
and the game was up. Even good Ho-
mer nods—and the students of the
band were caught napping. Clearly,
however, there is still money to be
made out of a sound classical educa-
tiom. -

They Are Not Componed of What Come«
mon Prejudice Might Lead
One to Suppose,

Patrons of a certain restaurant in
-this city frequently call for a “Chinese
sandwich,” and the order is not de-
layed. ;

The prejudiced might suppose that
s Chinese sandwich was made of—well,
“pever mind, it isn’t.

It doesn't seem quite clear why this’
particular sandwich should be tagged
with a Mongolian label. In compo-
sitioh itis more Teutonic than oriental.
In short, it consista of two generous
slices of rye bread spread with finely
chopped raw meat.

That there should be a demand for
such a sandwich is not surprising. Ger-
mans have for a long time relished raw
meat, even without the bread. Possi-
bly the idea spread from Great Britain
and the continent, where the hospitals
have for years nourished certain pa-
tients with raw beef and raw mutton.
The raw beef sandwich has aiso had
a place in the regimen of New York
bospitals for a long time. The medi-
cal men's theory is that raw meat is
more nourishing and more easily di-
gested, and is especially adapted to
weak stomachs.

1f the taste for raw meat becomes
general it will be a eurions response to
the criticism of vegetarians, who have
constantly declared that he who slays
his brother, the ox, for food, would
be a more consistent savage if he de-
veured the carcass withont cooking it.

An 0dd Windfall,
1t 18 said that a foreman stereo-
typer in a don printing works has
had a curous windfall. Going to a
aale of musical instruments, he pur-
chased an old harpiaschord for 20
shillings, because, having a hobby for
fretwork, he fancied the wood of the
tront panel. When he got his pur-
chase home he dissected it. He then
diacovered that the harplschord had
a double hack, and presently between
the hoards he found very old Bank

ot dass %us les Etsta dy Bn

of England notes, the total face value
of which amounnted to $150,000.

CHINESE SANDWICHES.
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8 lot of rocks.
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.+ A MAEER OF SAINTS. : »s. s AN ARTIFICIAL PEARL. -

Produced by Placing a Ball of Wasx
— imn the Shell of a Fresh Watew
Muassel,

A ball of beeswax introduced into
the shell of o living {resh*water mus-
sel has resulted in produciug the
most remarkable artificial pearl in
existence. It is about an inch and s
half in length, oval in form and pink
fn color, and is now the property of
the Smithsonlan Institution, reports
8 Washington exchange.

The ball of wax was placed near
the hinge of the bisalve, which being
in a tank of fresh water, was care-
fully watched. The irritation of the
wax caused the moilusk to protect
itself by coating the foreign object
with a amooth coating of pearl stuff
—the same material as that which is
used in lining the inner surface of its
shell. In the case in question the
result was an enormous pearl. Owing
to. pressure, however, the wax ball
lost its apherical shape and bécome
oval in form.

At the end of two yvears the mussel
was taken out of the tank and opened
and the pear! removed. 7The wax

afterward contracted owing to dry-,

ness, which caused the pearl shell to
crack. This accident, while destroy-
ing the commercial value of the
pearl, mad® it possible to observe the
thickness of the nacreous covering,
which is somewhat greater than that
of an ordinary sheet of letter paper.
It the pearl were not flawed it would

be worth an enormous sum of money, o

but even as it is it is priceless as »
curiosity.

WHY WE RESEMBLE ROOKS.
Some Polnts of Similarity Betweeos

Human Beings and Feathered
Bipeds,

He was standing in the rear end of
a car, where all are friends in the
common misery of having their toes
trod on or hats crushed in, says the
New York Press.

“I'm from England,” he said, ad--

dressing nobody in particular and
apropns of nothing, “and 1 want to
tell you people that we all are only
Say, did you ever
watch a colony of rooks build their
nests in the spring?”

Everybody Inoked reflectively away.

“Well, T'll tell you. First a rook
picks up a stick and puts it in his
nest, then goes away after another
one. When he’s gone another rook
flies to his nest and steals the stick.
When he gets back he puta down the
second stick, for atill another rook
to steal, and starts out after the
first etick. He doesn’t find it, and
whet he gets back to his nest he
finds the second stick gone, and he
starts after that, scolding and swear-
ing in rook fashion.

“By this time the other thteves
have been robbed. ton, and it only
takes about three sticks to go around
the community and get fhe whole
blamed c¢ommunity pow-wowing.
Say, ain't that human nature?”

Everybody looked reflectively away.

NOVEL CURE FOR SNAKE-BITE.

Mosguitoes Save & Man's Life by
Drawing Ont the Poison of
a Rattler.

b .
- (e vett NS

“Talkin' about rattlesnakes,” said
an Erie railrorad brakeman, acording
to the New York Sun, "did you ever
hear how the mnsquitnes saved @
man's life np near Gulf Summit, in
Pennsylvania, last summer?

“well, while getting out railroad
ties over back of Summit. Abe More-
house was bitten in the leg by a rat-
tlesnake. A dnctor was at once sent
for and the leg was bandaged tightly
above the wound. It was expected
that Merehouse would die before the
doctor could come up there on his
wheel, but he didn’t. Just #s soon
as the leg was bared to put on the
bandage, it was attacked by a swarm
of mosquitoes, and when the doctor
arrived he found the man as well as
ever and lively as a cricket, but the
ground was covered with dead and
dving mosquitoes.
the poiznn from Morehonae's wound
and saved his life. This was hard on
the mosquitoes, but T presume More-
house's life was worth saving.” )

COCOANUT PALM IS HANDSQME

Its Leag, Graceful Leaves Lead & '

striking Beauty to the
Sounthern Tree.

The cocoanut is one of the handsoms
est palms by its long, graceful leaves.
1t grows luxuriantly as far north as
Palm Beach, Fla., and a few specimens
may be seen a little above that point.
Used to line walks, they present a
picturesque sxcene, the low branches
curving gracefully overhead. The nuts
and their development are very inter-
esting to observe. As a long time is
occupied in the growth of the nuts,
they may be seen og the same tree in
many stages, from small, acorn-like
ones to the immense brown-husked
tellows, all in large bunches. The
flowers, tne, for a new crop, may be
included in the enllection, .

It is a matter for concern, says Mee-
han's Monthly, that there appears to
be little or no attempt to propagate
cocoanuts in Florida. even though they
be for ormamental purposes only.
They are far {rom being so plentiful
as they were 15 years ago.

e

Queer Norwegian Relie.
A citizen of Stillwater, Wiay ia the
possessor of an extraordinarily rare
relic from Norway--a verdict ren-
dered by a jury of 12 in June, 1333, at
Oslo Courthouse, where Christiania
now stands. At the bottom of this
povel verdict hang 12 strips of sheep-
akin, with 12 pleces of beeawax the
size of a amal! watch, which contains
upon each the sexl of one of the
Jurors.

1

They had sucked

.

. §a pablioit4 offre dons au commercs des avantages sxosutisansis.

Rditien hebdomadaire $3.00.
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WAVEBIN THE “R'T’ i "ﬁki

Are Like Water Waves That Stir the
Whole Mass from the Sarface
to the Hottom,

ko N B
Hclmhodtz showed that when a cure
rent of air warmer, and thcrcfnre.
lighter, was fowing above another cur-
rent coldér and denser the circum-
stances were the same as when the
wind is blowing on a level surface
of liquid. In both cases regular waves
are produced in the denser medium,
and the waves have their crests perpen-
dicular to the direction of the upper
current, says a scientific exthange. A
wind that will produce water waves
one meter long will, in air currents
differing ten degrees C. in temperature,
produce waves from two to ive kilome-
ters in length., To water waves from
five to ten meters long correspond
air waves having a length of 15 to 20
kilometers. Such waves, whuse height
above the surface of the earth is not
often greater than their length, are
like water waves that stir the whole
mass of water from «4he surface to
the battom. They are very frequent,
but are not visible unless the lower
layers of air are saturated with moist-
use so that mists are formed. Insuch
a case parallel bands of elouds are
produced, extending over a large por-
tion of the xky. Ina balloon ascension
Herr Emden, of Munich, was able to
recognize siuch wavesand to make such

measures as to show that the mathe-

matica! theory of their formation was
completely verified.

A SPIDER’S WOOIRG.

The Male Is Always in Danger of
Being Devoured by the Object
’ of His Attentions,

$

" Scarcely, however, had Araneina re-
turned to continue her feast upon
the fly than still another summons
came over the telegraph system from
the outer edge of the,web—a signal
different from any of the previous
ones, seemingly of a timorous nature.
Arancina knew at once that it was
from a gentleman spider come 8-
courting, who did not "dare to ven-
ture too close until he was sure of
the mood his lady love was in, says
Pearson’s Magazine.

It very often happeuns that a male
spider who is precipitate in thrust-
ing his attentions upon one of the
other sex lives just long enough to
regret it, for, should the lady chance
to be hungry. she would fot scruple
to make her next meazl upon an ad-
venturous wooer. Araneina’s cour-
tier evidently did not consider the
occasion propitious for love making,
for. when at his third or fourth dif-
fident signal she angrily darted to-
wards jim, he dropped to the ground
and disappeared.

Araneina now ate the remainder ot
the contents of the flv. Then, fur-
ther trussing up the beetle in  her
larder for the next day's breakfast,
she retjred into the cleft of the limb
above her web for the night.

 DORMANT MONEY.

Many Thousands of Dollars Awalting

Engliah Courts,

A great deal of money hecomes dor-
mant through the carclessess or for-
getfulness of the nwuers: When Mr.
Gnschen's conversion and redemption
scheme of 1887 came into operation
the Bank of England netificd 68,000
holders of consola that their 3 per
cents were no longer 3 per cents. No
fewer than 11,500 letters failed to
reach the stockholders to whom they
were addressed; the people wete
dead, and their relatives were un-
known, says Chambers’ Journal. One

. person who could not be found heid

consols amounting to upward- of
£187,593; -and over 40 possessed £10,-
000 each: and this money awaits law-
ful ownership. A vety singular case
of a stockholder’s forgetfulness led
to a suit in chancery some years agn.
A lady who had attained the venerable
age of 98 died at Marseilles. For years
she had practically lived on money
borrowed from her relatives under the
impression _ that she possessed no
meang of her own. Only after she
had died it transpired that a sum ot
£56,000 was standing in her name in
the funds, and also £ 20,000 of accumu-
, lated dividends.

THE STUDY OF FIGURES.

Statistical Literature Not Mueh Im
Demand Among the Gemnerallly
of Readers,

: Tt is fairly obvious that the study ot
statistics is not exactly what would
be termed a popular pastime. Libra-
rians do not discover any extensive
demand for statistical literature. Bir
John Lubbock, it I remember rightly,
found no place for a single volume of
figures in his hundred best books, and
in that flood of articles on “Books
That Have Helped Me” by authors
great and aunthors small, the same sig-
nificant sflence seems to be main-
tained. There were some very curi-
ons books that haveapparently proved
helipful to certain persons, bhut there
was unbroken testimony of a negative
kind that nobody had ever heen helped
by a blue book, says W. M. Daniels, in
Atlantic. To say of anything: *“As
dry as statistics,” is at once to consign
it to the nethermost limbho of aridity.
Such 1s the verdict upon the finished
statistical producs, As for the meth-
ods employed in constructing such
tables — weighted averages, index
numbers. or surves of error—these, to
the wayfaring man, are hidden and in-
genius refinements of cruelty, to be
avoided at all hazards, or at least for-
gotten with a shudder and a prayer.
Snaar ftor Newses.

To increase their powers of en-
durance two ounces of sugar are now
fincluded in the daily food of army
horges in Argentins.
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¥3UERE'S A QUEER THING. |

The “Morning Hoar” in the Senate
Begine at Noon aud Lasis
About Two Hours,

3 o -
+#The “moraing hour” is one of th

queer things of the United States
senate. 1ln the first place the “morn-
ing hour” is two hours long, though
ft may be completed in ten or 1§
minutes. In the secund place, says
the Washington Btar, it néver oo~
curs in the morning, but begins at
12 o'clock noom, except on the rare
occasions when the senato meets ab
10 or 11 o’clock. Senator Hoar, of
Massachusetts, is responsible for the
elongation of the morning-hour so as
to make it cover 120 minutes. Prio

to 14 years ago the “morning hour.”
while existing in the afternoon, was
but an hour in length, but a resolu-
tion submitted by Mr. Hoar was
adopted August 10, 1888, and that
provided that the *“morning hour”
should be two hours in length or that
it should end at two o'clock. This
resolution provided “that after to-
day, umnleas otharwise ordered, the
morning hour shall terminate at the
expiration of two hours aflter the
meeting of the senate.” The morning
hour is devoted to the presentation
of petitions, the introduction of bills,
reports of committees, ete.. and is
the time when all sorts of little mat-
ters of that kind are attended to. At
two o'clock the presiding officer lays
before the senate the bill on the cal-
endar, whiekbis set aside as having
precedence aver other measnres, and
that is generally the time for long
speeches of all kinds unless anani-
mous copsert i secured to comsider
pension bills for a specified time or
unybjected bLills on the calendar.

MONKEY MASCOT IN WAR.
A. Simian Vetrran of Philippine Strife

WMho Was In Many En-
SAgements,

Fritz, the mascot of company H,
@ Twenty-third regulars. and veteran pf
the Philippine war, is known to the
boys ef the company as “comrade,”
and to them he is away above the av-
erage of his kind. .
Fritz enjoys the rare distinction of
being the only one of 12 monkeys able
to stand the long ocean voyage from
Manila. Frank J. Knoffkey is his
owner, and the soldier has never gone
into au engagement since April 14, 1900,
when Fritz was brought into camp,
without the faithful mrokey eitheron
his shoulders or trudging along close
by his side. Fritz has been apd every
tsland in the Sulu arrhipelago and suf-
fered without a murmur the [ong and
trying campaigns.

When Knoffkey lay wounded nn the
field in Cebu island his comrades in
uniform pressed on, but his comaade
Fritz nestled cloge to hirk side and

_ guarded him throngh the watches of
the night.

On the regiment’s forced march
acrosu Latey island, Fritz divided his
time between walking and riding on
the shoulders of the men along the
line. It.,ards on this occasion. says
the New York Mail and Express, that
he came near losing his life at the
hands of ceveral wild meankesys he-
ennse he had no tail. A monkey Inses
hix social standing in the Philippines
when he is minus a tail. Fritzescaped
from his indignant relatives only by
leaping to the shoulders of his master.

AMERICA’S JEWEL MADNESS.

s Prevalling Rage for Precioos Stonee
§ Surpaasea Amything Ever Be-
fore Seem in This Conntry.

*The world has never seen, and in no
other part of the world is there now
to he seen, anything like America’s
jewel madness as shown by the condi-
tions nf-to-day, when more than 300
New York establishments are engaged
golely in the importatian of precious
gtones, when agents of American deal-
ers are searching Enrope for the white
gem and hopelessly endeavaring to
supply American appeals for rubies
and emeralls, and when 6.000 men in
South Africa are tofling tn obtain dia-
mondr, more than half af which are
tn add to the beauty and happiness of
the American woman. It is she that
has caused the United States to be-
come the greatest diamond market in
the world, says Ainslee’s Magazine.
For her we have imported In a single
year 320,000,000 worth of precious
stonea; for her, at one period, we
smuggled them in at'the rate of §7.-

. 000,000 a year; for her we annually
buy something like $12,000,000 worth
of diamonds, and thus, {or her sake,
heartlessly leave of the world’s out-
put of diamonds only some $3.000.000
worth to satisfy the vanity of all the
rest of the women on earth. For her
adornment we annually cause to be
bronght to this country diamonds
weighing in the’ aggregate 1200
pounds, a weight {hree times that of
the total output of the famous Kim-

of that of the whole of South Africa,
the world’s greatest diamond mine.

Kiiliag of Sewnis.

1900 induced the lessees A the Pribilof
islands, the breeding grounds of the
neal herda, to kill 13,000 two-year-old
senls, whereas the rule has been not
to kill any seal which has not reached
the age of at leant three years. If the
killing of two-year-olds ix allowed to
continue it is certain that the seal
herd will soon be exterminated.

*  Futtened Oysters.
Hnlf-d8veloped oysters and bivalvea
which arte in poor fleah, as a stockman
would say, arénow kept in regular
pens and fattened for the market, as
H they were pigs or other live stock.
How Oews lie Down.
A western cattleman says that all
ecows lie down on their left side and

-

never on their right unless the left ia
injured.

berley field, and practically the equal .

"The increased value of sealskins in
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