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L IiRte Miss Has Paintul Struggle Dure
) SRR ing Speiling Lesson Conducted
4 by Her Father.

o st

i Ralph Royston, who fs a salesm

r one of the big printing machiner:
uses, lives tn Dyker Heights, Brook

) He bam-five children and one ©
‘the youngsters, a girl, is a notoriously
X speller.

i The other evening Mr. Royston was

endeavoring to help the child with ber

; duas The girl had to spell “even-
y,” and with much palnful effort she

tarted “e,” then “v,” then hesitated

" 4 haltingly suggested ‘o again, and
“having progressed thua far stopped.

= “Well, go on,” sald the {ather, as he
ipronounced “evenly” slowly and care

‘fully, to help the youngster. “What's

after ‘e-ve' ™

1 The little girl thought and thought

7 Jmnd then suddenly saw light. = T

7 "3 "R she sald.

Her father, who couldn’t understand

“*why she could not get the word right,

#msked her with some tmpatience, “Why

"Oh yes,” exciaimed the little one
th a glad ery of triumph, “that's it!
V-E-R-Y-R. Evenly.”
<+ Mr. Royston laughed and the sisters
- : jand brother of the struggiing speller
" 'flaughbed, and then the Jittle gir! under-
= ood that she had blindered terribly.
-jAnd then she did what a Iittle miss Is
' etodoatsuch;nmo Shamt. 4

'hsmncs ON BRITISH SHIPS

senwlng Preference for Chinese Sea-
.-+ .men Over Britons for Bervice
* o Under Red Ensign.

s Ons of  the principal grievances
R .icomplained of by the union, we be-

7R D lleve, 18 the alleged growing prefer
-ience of ship owners for Asiatic sea-
. men, particularly Chinese seamen, to
-{British seamen, for service under the
"% _yred eneign. The recent declaration by
Fﬁnsmn Churchill, home secretary, is
. to the following pertinent effect: With
1L »U'regard to the alleged dumping of Chi-
- :inese labor on British ships, the fig-
tures ahow that the number of British
‘seamen employed !n the British mer-
ocantlle marine is steadily Increasing,
lwhile the number of Lascars and Asl-
_ atics of all kinds was stationary. In
v 1806 there were 263,686 persons em-

" 'ployed, of whom 180,192 were Britiah
and 48,483 were Lascars and Asiatics.
. In 1808 there were 198,474 Britlsh and
"' 48,960 Lascars and Astatics, an io-
.crease of nearly 18,000 DBritish sea-
. ‘toen in four years. It should be re-
" “membered that a very large propor-
2. :tion of Lascars and Aalatics employed
" |were ratives of Indla and Britiah lub-
Jects -—Shangh:u Times.
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K The Astronomer’s Cat.
'l'he Rev. T. E. Fapin, who recently
. “mchieved coneiderable fame by diacov-
,',foring a pmew s{ar, possesses a tabby

", 'eat, says the london Globe.

. T The story of Vr. Espin's cat in his
s > ‘own words is this: "Last February, re-
' ‘. ‘turning from church on a cold aight,
% with the grourd covered with snow, |
" 'heard lamentaiions very similar to
ui'what Jeremiah would have ' uttered,
' and on searching about found a young
-sand quite small cat on the window sill
“lvery cold and very starved. [ took
‘him i{n and fed him and made Inguir-
‘fes, but bave never obtalned the least
clue as to his owrer. FIe was then
* “pbout six months old. We became
‘keenly attached and his affection has
been so great that on wmore than one
‘occasion he saved me the trouble of ,
utlng my d!nner by belng ﬂrst in
the nald " : .

»
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Damnlng Evidence.
) “Madam,” saye the agent of the
‘black hand, “we have a photograph
R -7 of you and Count de Gayleigh rtding
v ... in an sautomobile. Send $10,000 to um
"1 or we will publish the plcture.”
“- *‘What cars [7 baunghtily mays the
‘1ady. *“The Count {8 a gentleman in
"every way aud, besides, he I8 gotng to
* marry my daughter. There can ba no
' scandal connected with my riding with
= him”
‘“That’s not the point
- 1908 model car’”
With a low rmoan tha unfortunate
. .“womasn sank to the floor, after giving
“m fesble indicatio: that on reviving
‘Prom her faint she would writa a
k ;oheck for the hush money. —Life.
. S
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e Oplum (n Barrsl Staves.
Throdgh some clever work on the
part of the cusioms secret servicey
men 199 cans of opium hidden in the)
staves of barreis contatning lamp
‘blacking were seized recently and the'
" wonyld-be imgporter and his asgistants
-were arrested.
~ As the staves of the barrels were
7 pather thick just in the conter {nstead
.ot being hollowed out, the smugglers
“had carvad out a smail Fotr 5?2 pockat
:-’large enough to contain a narrow can
®f opium in each stave. When the
" mtaves were sot togather it was impos-
ble to nmee these 'wenlngs \!nn!ll
: lme- '
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" Then He Struck,

A tew dayn ago a recond-clars stok-
“ior was paraded before (be command-
ing offcer of the Davanport maval bar-
fracks on a chargs of insubordination.
‘His insubordinalion took the form of
resistance 1o belog introduced to the
“gwimming bath. Arked what he had
“lto say for bimseif, the youth replied:
“8ir, I've only hin In tho navy three

. 'days. The first day ihe doctor drawed
;—'fgm of my teath The aerond day I
<was vaccinated. And the third day

T VR

., the petty officer be saye, '‘Cum along.
uee're a-going to drowu yor!'
7don Truth. S e e a0

"—~lon.

BLACK CATS IN BIG DEMAND

Fur ll Used In Making Ladies’ Cloaks,
Hlu. Muffs, Capes
~ Other Articies.
The market value of black cats s
rising rapldly, owing to the fact thzt
their fur !s greatly in demand foc
the making of ladles’ cloaks, hats,,
muffs, capea and other articles of’
dress. In the Lonmdon fur market ate
tractive prices are being paid tor
black cat skins; in fact, the price 1s so0
vory sitractive that organized gangs
of oat thieves are golog from towm
to sown on the south coast of England
in search of dusky felines.
Within the past week or two the
“Loet” ocolumns of newspapers Io

‘Wew York and elsewhers bave record-

ed the dissppearance of some fine
Dack oata, family pets, for the re-
turn of which large rewards aand ‘Do
questions asked” were oftered. Of
ocourse there may be no connectiom
between the increasing value of biack
eats and the disappearance of family
pets, but the owners of black cats
may be acting wisely {n keeping aw
oye on “Topsy” or “Smut” until the
market price for black cat rur touchel
rock bouom -
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LATEST MODEL WORKABOUT

Farmer Cresatss Some Excitement by

Appearlng on Streets With Rig | -

-..of Qwn Invention.

Walter Lanfair, a farmer living oa
Dewey street, Tatbham, created som®
excitement by riding through the townr
fa a “workabout” of his own invention.
It congisted of & body placed on four
rubber tired wheels with a single seat
on which he rode. This rig wal pro-
pelled by the occupant working hia
arms dack and forth after the manner
of a person on a hand car, and that
was the-only apparent aource of pow
er in the movement of the “work-
about” There was & 50r. of a gear
arrangement under the body of the rig,
but just to what extent it operated
was not visible to the onlooker. Mr.
Lantair coasted down hills and seemed

_to expertence no Aifficulty {n climbing

others, so that the machine worked to
advantage both ways. At all events
he was the envy of a small army of
school children who ran after him and
his “workabout” until he disappeared

over the hill.—Springfield Republicgn_.

~A Dignified Function.

George Ade was out walking with &
gulde in Kioto, Japan, when he ob-
perved a great procession approache
tng, and be pavsed while it passed.
The people wore gay apparel, and
carr.ed banners with Japaness inscrip-
tons. Thelr {nces were grave. They
wers mournfully chanting to the ao-
‘sompaniment of tomtoms, cymbals
‘and.drums. Tt was a long procession..
‘Ade took off his hat with due respect
to the unknown dead.
turned to his gnide and asked:

“Buddha?’

-“The gulde shook his head.

" *Shinto?" Inquired Ade.
‘" Agaln the guide shook his head.

“Was not that a funeral proces
sion?” asked Ade.
“No,”. sald the guide. *“That's the

way of advertising. It Is tooth powder
for sale.”—The Sunday Magazlng. ’
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. Bitterly Disappointed,

' Hare's a story in the week's dhuals
of Malne merchants, this time from
Portland. A Portland tradesman was
visited by a friend from the country
and among attempts to entertain took
the viasitor to the theatsr. When the
lights werd ‘low the merchant quietly
drew forth a palr of opera glasses
and banded them ‘o his guest. A con-

" teuted “Ah” siipped from the man

from the country and then his arms
in the alr were falntly discernible.
“What's the trouble?” asked the host.
The answer came In a distressingly
pain whisper of disappointment: “OB.
noﬂ\lng, only the thing's empt.y ‘ ‘_-

" " vacations for Cattle. i

In western Australla one farmer
may be heard to inquire of another
whether he has as yet sent his cattle
on their vacation, and what is meant
{s just what Is asked. Those farmers
who ilve anywhere near the coast—
and in Australla “near” wight mean
a distance that would startle dwellera
fn other lands- send their cattle for
a month or six weeks" holiday at the
sepshore each summer. The change
of afr and food is sald to be extreme-
ly beneficial. The grass on the coast
is impregnated with salt and bas the

effect of a tonic on the an!mnln—-— _

Hnrper s Weekly
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Father of Hia Country Had the Grip.
As the Father of Hir Country had
the grip it is not surprising that it
should run through all the family. Oh,
ves, George had it. Witneas the pro-
ceedinga of the Lexington Historical
aoclety, Vol. I, page 50: “And bow
thareby he Iocurred & most vlle
grippe. which his loval subjects thers-
upon took to themselves, belng only
too happy. so they declare, to share
even the infloowenza with the nobdble
Wanhlng&on - Boston Tranacript.

A

Lace From $t. Helena,

1t is pleasant to read that the work
of the Bt. Helena government lace
gchool has met with the approval of
her majesty the gueen. Since the
withdrawal of the garrizon a few
years back the hiatoric little island
has passad through a period of acvere
depression. The lace school was atart-
od with a view to improviug things.
1t will be a godsend to the iniand

its Incs beocomes fanhlonnblo tn Lom-
.. don.—London Globe. g
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ALEXANDRA DEFIES OLD AGE

Secret of Dowager Queen’s Youthful
Appearance Liss Mostly in o
Tt Her Diet. Eoa Y

The secret of Queen Alexandra’s
wonderful youthful appearance never
ceages Lo interest feminine England
and some details of her diet have been
imparted to the curious,

Queen Alexandra never touches red
meat. She eats only chicken, turkey.,
duck and game. The vegetables she
has served to her are cabbage, spin-
ach, peas and beans. She does not eat
pudding or pastry and for dessert has
simply fruit cooked or uncooked and
nuts and raisins.

She is particularly fond of-nuts and
has been known to make an entire
luncheon of almonds and walnuts
dipped in salt. She eats toast rather
than bread and very litils butter, but
quantities of cream.

She drinks nothing but hot milk,
having given up tea, coffee, cocoa and
wines years ago. On this diet with a
moderate amount of exercise Queen
Alexandra keeps wonderfully well and
preserves a girlish symmetry of figure
and softness of skin which makes it
difficult to ren.llze tha.t lhe is woll
put 60 : ;

LEARNING AMONG THE SCOTS

‘Many a Man Who Never Had Any
.- "8ohooling” Gets Surprisingly
“. -z Good Education. SR
i(ln: a man who never had any
“schooling” gets an education, and

'ofwen 8 surprisingly good one.

A traveler in Scotland once met &
farmer whose ground remt was about
$20 a yoar and who wrote poetry in
Gaelic that was of high order. _

This same traveler met a youth in
8cotland who rode from home on
horseback to the seaport and then
across Scotland to Aberdeen, whers
he sold his horse to enter the univer
sity. .
it 1s related of another Scotchma.n
that he was overheard repeating a line
of Tennyson, whereupon some OD®
asked him what poct he lfked best.

“Homer,” he replied.

- “Whose trapslation do you read?’

“I rarely read a translation,” he
said, wiping the fish scales from his
apron. ‘I like best to read }lomer ln
the orlginal Greek. ST

' '*rho Bending of Big Guns.
Among the problems with which
army and navy engineers have to deal
nowadays is that of the drooping of
‘the muzzles of excessively long guns
‘under the stress of their own weight.
‘Bxperiments have shown that wire
wound guns of 12inch caliber and 60
feot length droop at the muzzle about
‘four and a half minutes of arc, wbhile
built up solid guns of the same slze
droop about two and a balf minutes.
Differences of temperature in the
body of the gun also cause bendings,
‘which may elther increase the droop
at the muzzfe or counteract it. accord-
ing as it is the upper or under part
of the gun that has the higher tem-
perature. In consequemnce of these
distortions projectiles on leaving a
-gun have a wabbly motion, continuing
‘up to 500 yards, and probably more.—
Youth's Compmlou o
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"TInjury In tnnovation.
Humanity, in ages of experience,
bas learned that any radical change or
decided innovation may mean some
great injury to the.whole tribe or
race. So human beings have first
‘thelr curiosity aroused by the un-
‘usual, and then come fear and hate.
It is certainly no new thing for women
to wear trousers. Howesver, at some
.or many periods in the history of hu-
manity women have introduced as
‘fashion some absurd sjmilar style, and
‘the race has been greatly damnaged
thereby. And that may be why the
crowd resents trousers for the women.
Instinctive resentment here may be
in the brain of the race, rether than
in the Individual lLirain-—racial mem-
ory of the effect on men of wowmen
wearing the trousers.

~
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Whon Codfish Use Ballast.

A QGloucester fisherqan) one of the
. proteetanis agan the M3h clause in
the Canadian Reciproeity bill, was

talking about fish {n Washington.

~phase “balloohlats Hnd ‘ddronauts”
he smald, “think they are very claver
with thelr sand ballast, but by crinus,
the codBsl has heen using sand ballast
since before the flood. Whenever
there's a tervible scarcity of cod, what
few you do catch have sand in their
stomach. Why? to welgh them, so
that they can sink down to deep water
where their frilencs ars. Yes, sand
filled cod means scarce fish, 1t
menans that the cod for some reavon
or other are swimming deep, thelr

stomacha ballasted wlth md to keep

thom down

" Diek in a Crowd.

When a certain mild-mannered rep-
resentative from a  middle western
lmto went to congress he left behind
'a body of constituents who fancied
that great personal benefits would
some to them through their powerful
statesman. A farmer with political
designs followed the great man to
Washington.

“Wall, Tom,” a friend asked him on
his return, ‘‘did you mee Washington
and Dick Blank, and 21d you get what
you went after?”

“Yes, | neon Washington, and | seen
Dick Blank.,” he raplied, ‘but Dick
couldn’t do nuthin’ for me. He was
havin’ a hard time to keep from gi¢.
tn' tromped on hisself.”—Success.

CROTERYLY A-0%N sa¥t MERCREDI,

10 MAT 191

SH!IRT-BUTTONS FOR
:ingen}ous Old Woman Triss
Hand at a Little Home

o Dentisery., 0 0F

TEETH

Her

. Bhoe-button eyes are frequently
Beau obn the woolly dogs, cats and
other animals sold for toys, penwip-
ers and pincushions, but shirt button
teeth worn by a human belng are a
decided novelly.

- The only set ever made s worn by
an old woman lving in Pltwsfield,
Mass. Findlog herself unable to buy
‘& new set of false teeth she was
driven by necessity to make them.
.8he had worn for many years a gold
plate, a relic of more prosperous days,
Thls plate bore only four teeth, two
on each side. In course o! time her
remaining front teeth fell out and she
,decided to try her hand at a little
home dentistry. With infinite care
and trouble she drilled eight tiny
hoies in the plate by means of which
she firmly atteched four white bone
Lbuttons of the proper size to ft with
strong linen thread. The “makeshirt”
teeth,” as she called them, were a

_-8real success, and when fitted In place

in her mouth It took a second glance
to tell how they differed trom the or-

- dinary dentist-made imclars. As the

edges of the buttons wear away with
.use she turms them upside down.
When omne {8 accidentally broken f{t
is ecasily replaced, as she keeps a
sock of bone butwns on hmd for the
purpose. :

gt
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STYLE IN ENGLISH NECKWEAR

Sroad-Ended Tie Has Been Rags for
Hnlf Decade and is Likely to
‘ Continue.
£ —

For the last halt decade the broad-
onded tie mads from the plece has
been the rage in England, ard haber-
dashers will not look at anything else.
Its vogue I3 likely to continue for
another year or two, particularly as

- {t I8 to the interests of both manufac-

turers and dealers to keep It going
a8 long as possible. This type of tle
has a maximum length in England ot

‘42 inches, the average for such four-

in-hands being 26 to 38 inches.

"A good grade of Irish poplin tubu-
Jar tie retails at about 50 cents, the
bighest quality Irish poplin, however,
which comes in the piece, when made
up, retails at about 75\ cents. Other
styles are priced at 60, 45 and 35
cents, and: ties of these classes are

.to be found {n the men’s furnishings -

stores of any of the larger British
cities. Wholesalers pay about $2.90
per dozen for ties that retall at 45
conts each, and sell them to the deal-
ers at $3.i{0 per dozen, less two

and onrv-half per cent. e T
™

ol 8olons on Strike.
Leglislation in the Isle of Man, off
the shore of Englatd, 1s at a stand-
stlll Décause the house of keys has
gone on strike. Maonximen can a%ord
to mark time, for their laws have long
been advanced. Every womanm, widow
or spinster, o the lsle of Man, whetk-

"er she be owner, occupier or lodger,

enjoys the parliamentary (ranchise.
Every widow enjoys half her husband's
personal estate and has a life Interest
in his real estate, and she cannot be
deprived of this by will. The gale ot
cigarettos and intoricants to children
was forbidden in Man for years before
such a probibition was enforced In
England itself. ¥ngland has legis-
lated mildly agsinst money lenders.
The highest Interest that can bde
charged for a loan in the Igle of Man
is 6 per cent., and that has been the
law for over two hundred years. And
there are many other instances in
which Manx lawmakers have adopted

- progressive measures wlth enﬂn suo-

cess.

Loper Colany ct Molokal.
“Tha.leper colony in Hawaif has not
grown any the last several years,”™
satd O. B. Thomas of Honolulun. “In
fact the number of lepers conflned on

" the tstand of. Molckai has been de-

creased by the discovery that some of
them were not suffering from the dis-

) GMQ

“The district m which the lcpm
Hye 1w ROSTR NN
by a high rango of mountalns and the
lepers have a Tegular municipail gov-

~earnment of their own. They have their

gchooln and thoir amusements and pur-

_sue_their dslly wprk with as much

“pleasure and industry as the lnhabl
tants o! thriving villages.”

L]

: ‘Dond by Doser by Arithmetic.

Before wireless telography was
thought of, and the patient could com-
municate with the shore doctor, the,
captain was the ship’s doctor, says
the London Chronicle. He had a med-
icine chest with numbered botties,
and a book of instructions. There is a
ship's carpenter still living who owes
his life to the captain’s trcatment. It
was rheumatism. The capssin read
in the book of instructions: “In cases,
of rbeumatism one tablespoonful of-
No. 11 three times & day.” There had
been a run on No. 11. But “6” and
“5" were full. "1 reckon that makes
“11,'” sald the captain. And he curgd
the carpenter by arithmetic. :
5 —

. The Galaxy of Double Stars,

Coburg, L.ane county, a village of 8§00
people, boasts two palrs of twins
horn within the last slx weeks, and stx
pairs of varlous ages In attendance
upon its public schools. Upon the
banis of these facte Calonel Roosevelt
-is to be invited to ikit Coburg while

~In the Aate And ARV & tew encCouUrag-

Ing and congratulatory words to the
parents of the vilage.— Port,md Or.-

- .gonian.

N aa . -._j')"’ "1 nn pt:..ug |' L} l.

& emm o

{IN FEAR OF HONORARY TITLE

saying that though the trustees wers

_take part.

.-plxgons —-London Evening Standard.

b L. :.,. . Lo Lt

Baron Steuben Alarmed Lest Ha

_8hould Meet Mishap That Befol

. “Lafayette. L

8‘0::\5 men have shunned honorary
titles ..moat as earnestly as others
have coveted them.

After Lafayette had been made &
doctor of laws by a New Jersey col-
Jege shortly before the close of the
Revolutionary war, Baron Steuben
was {n great fear lest he should mest
with a similar mishap. Having to pass
through a college town where the
marquis had been thus distingulshed,
the old warrior, 'so the story runs,
balted his men and t.hus addressed
them:

“You shall bave to spur the horses
well and ride through this place like
the devil, for, if they catch you, they
will make doctors of you.”

There is another story that omly s
few years ago, when college degrees
were scattered somewhat lavishly, an
illiterate old man of great wealth, hav-
ing been honored with a degree by
8 college which he had laid under ob-
ligation, made a wager that he could
obtain a similar honor for his serv-
ant. He won the wager and, en-
couraged by his success, made anoth-
er that he could obtain a degree for
his horse. This time, however, he
lost. The college authorities got wind
of his game, and in answer to his
request for a doctorate for So-and-wo
the president wrote a courtsous note,

anxlous to oblige so good s friend of
the co!lege, they had found oa exam-
ination of the records that though
they bad once conferred a degrea
upon a jackass, there was no prece-
dent for conferring one upon A horse.

MYRIAD FOES OF THE 0AK

Most Afflicted of Trees Is the Prey of
. Over Fifteen Hundred Klndu T
ot insects. LT Ty

Along the Hudson river, from S8puy-
ten Duyvil to Ossining, according to
reports of foresters, thousands of elm
trees have been saved from destruc-
tion since last fall, the epraying pro-
cess, more freely employed than ever
before, (having killed the eggs of de-
vastating beetles by the million. Men,
provided with machines that throw a
polsonous fluld even to the highest
branches of the threatened trees, have
been busy at this work for several
months when the weather was favor-
able for such operations.

“Strange,” said a workman in charge:
of a sapraying apparatus, “but the bee-
tles never atiack a maple or a horse
chestnut or any other kind of tree.
These pests always go for the elm, but.
the oak has troubles of its own that
are entirely different from those of
other trees. We've found that the oak
Is greatly afflicted. No lese than ff-
teen hundred kinds of (nsects feed
upon it at one time.or apother during
the season of verdure. What do you
think of that? The great wonder is
tbat the eclm, as a species, 18 not ex-
tinct.” And the man wanted to read
the names of the devouring pests from
a Us_t of them he had in his pocket

:',i.“

Complex American Legal Probiems.

No country has such complex and!
varied problems to cope with as the,
Unfted 3tstes. Conditfons arising by:
reason of the heavy tide of immigra-
tion from all countries, including gem-
tiles, Jews, Greeks, Turks, Mohamme
dans, thcae of all religions and those! -
with none; those coming to promul-
gate socialistic doctrines, the perplex-i
fng Chinese and Japaueae questions in.
the west, the abolition of slavery, the:
rights of trusts, the organization and.
rice of federations of labor, have
raised perplexing questions which have
demanded the attention more or less
of tha criminal arm of the law. -

‘he said

A War on Wild Pigeons.

A great slaughter of wild _.pigeons
tnrok nimce all over the Isle of Wight
this weak and it (s estimated thet
quite a thoueand guns werc enrolled
for the campaign, among them being
landowners, occupters and shooting
tenants who were publfcly invited to

The guns were ctntlonod in vood-
and coppices over a wide area. Somé
big hags were. obtained. The farm-
‘ers have suffered terribly ov{ng to
the depredations caused by the wild

Oﬂgln of Dollar Sign.

"“Plecag of cight” meap the Sml-h‘
peso duro, or hard dollar, bearing the
numeral eight acd being the valye of
eight reala.

Our commercial sign for the dollar
1s supposed by some authoritias to
have reference to this eight, the ver
tical strokes representing the Ptllars.
of Hercules, which {n the beginning.
were stamped on some of the Spanish,
dollare.” According to another ac-
cougt the dollar sign is derived trom
the stamp “R"R.” accompanied by two

temance the

vertical strokes. .
v _ What She Forgot. ‘
A lady who had given a workman
engaged on some work at her house
A glags of beer, afterwards asked him
it he liked fit.

“It is pure beer. ] brew it mynelf,
and it is mmponed of nothing but malt .~
and hops.”

-*And water,” joined tn the men.

“Ah, yes, certainly. and the water.
1 had forgotten that.”

“No, you didn't forget the water,
ma'am; maybe it vwere the mnlt and
hops you forgot.” woo

s ——— - ——
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NAVY BUILDING IN EUROPE

éAustro-Hungary ard- France Plan Ex-
" ‘tensive Operatione for the )
LoriBhipbullders. A

P

‘The Hungariaa delegations have ap-
proved fhe Austro-Hungarian naval
program, which calls for an expendi-
ture of $656,000.600 In bullding four
‘Dreadnoughts, three fast cruisers and
& oumber of torpedo boats In'the next
slx years.” A squabble with the Aus-
trian delegations has arisen.over the
partition of contracts for the new
work. Admiral Montecuccoll is ao-
cused o! promising Hurgary a larger E
share than her countribution to the
work entitled her as an inducement to
pass the naval budget. The Austrian
deiegations refused to ratify the deal,
and Montecuccoll threatens to Tre-
sign.

France's naval program, so far as
fixed, provides for laying down this
ear two 23,500 ton battieships.

Turkey has definitely arranged with.
the Armstrongs for the construction
of two first-class battleships at once.
A speclal commiasion is visiting for
eign navy yards in search of ifforma-
tlon tn order to determtne on the du-

pluement and armatent. o {

PASSING OF TUATARA LIZARD

le One of Most ‘Anclent Formo of Anl«
i ”mal Life Now Found on
S .Earth. ;

The tuatars um. found in New
Zealand, is one of the most ancient
forms of animal life pow found onm,
earth. Originally this lsard pos-
sessed four eyes, but in the course of,
the ages it has lost one pair and must’
now get along with two. The tuatara,
lay eggs which are remarkable {n that
they require 14 months to hatch, the
embryo pasaing the winter in a state
of hibernation.

Thliese small syrvivors of past a
are found only in a few localities &
are becoming very scarce, collecto
from every part of the world bein’
contnually on their trail. They are
about two fcet {n length, and, In com-
mon with other licards, have the for-
tunate characteristic of being able to
replace portions of their Illmbs or
tails which have been destroyed. It le
asserted that one of these lizard.
owned by a naturaiist, had the mis-)
fortune some time ago to'lose an eye"
and that a complete uew eye, perfect:
in every way, has grown ia tbe phco
of the old one.

An Officer's Ready Wit

An ancestor of Tolstoy’'s, an army
officer, was an excellent mimic. One
day he was mimicking the Emperor
Paul to a group of his friends when
Paul himself entered and for some mo-
ments looked on unperceived at the
antics of the young man. Tolstoy
finally turned. and beholdlng the em-.
peror he boved his head and was al-
lent. “Go on, sir,” said Paul. “Con-
tinue ynur performance.”

The young man hesitated a moment
and then foldicg bis arms and repro-
ducing avery gesture and intonation of
his soverelgn bo said: ‘“Tolstoy, you
deserve to be degraded, but 1 remem-
ber the thouchtiessness of youth, and
you arae pardoned.” The czar smiled
al!ght‘y at this hpeech “"Well, be lt lo

‘Tell It % Rostand.

“Did you ever notice,” lnquired the
woman who has just moved to the
country, “that when you hear a roos-
ter crow early fn the morning it al- :
ways sounda 4 lcng way off? [ usced .
to observe ttat wheh I took my vaca
tions in the country. Even when stay- R
ing at & place that had a barnyard
full of chickens, 1 never heard a roos-
ter crow close by. It always had a
distant spund, rort of mystic and al
most poetic In the early aawn. Now
I am living in the country 1 notice
the same ahrill, small note, far away—
always far away—Aalthough thero, are
lots of chickena In the yard next door
and across the streat, too. I'm sure ik
there's some arrangement between:
the chanticlers about this, only we
are not clever enough to undmtund
| S .

Ao The Crying Need.
Al irate old lady, the wife of "
prasperous farmer on the outakirts of!
Philadelphia, stepped off a train ln'
Broad wstreet station the other duy}
with & face like a thunder cloud. Any|
ons ocould see in that scowling coun-
smoldering fire that |
might dreak forth at any minute. |
Stamping excitedly on the platform,
she gnathed her teeth in a mugglo!
to keep back the tears. Finally she.
buttonholed the first person who|
would listen to her tale of woe.:
“What's all this bere talk of oducat-
ing young men to be civil enmneorl"'!
she screeched, Indignantly. “What we |
need in this here country i morol
civil conductors and less sasay bru.ko— .
men. -—P'MIadelphh Times. )

A Trunk-Packing Hint.

One girl who is something of a trav-;
sler has for her grunk a large sheet of:
blus muslin. ® 18 put in the bot-,
towz of the trunk befors the packing: '
is started. When everything tg i iti
is folded over the top of the clothas. -
and firmly pinned with safety ping.

With this precaution the girl is sure
to find her garments as smooth at the
end of a trip as at the start.

Another of her packing methods is
to stow in the hatbox of the trunk all
the loose tisue paper that comes to.
tbe house. This does away with a

Bad search for tissue paper when
“ packing is to be done.

R — .




