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LAFAYETTE

- Address delivered by Colonel H. J. de
Ja Verpne on.September 6th, 1916, at
the Cabildo, in New Orleans, on the
wceasion of the celebration of the
birthday of General Lafayette. L

r. Ohairman, Ladies, and Geatlemen,
The de La Fayette family is one of
ancient chivalry, made illustrious un-
«der the old French monarchy by seve-
ral of its renmarkable members, and
immortalized by General Lafayetle
ho took a most prominent part in
¢ French and American Revolutions.
The patronymic name of that house
was Motier, and its antiquily is traced
‘hack 1o 1240, to Pons Motier, seigneur
«de la Fayette. La Fayette was a con-
iderable estate situated in the Com-
ne d'Aix, near St. Germain I'Herm,
fn France. Pons Motier married Alix
or Hétis Brun, daughter and heiress of
Gilles Brun, seigneur de Champétidres,
They laft  several children, among
Hthers Gilhert, whd  eontinued  the
©ldest branch, amd Pons, who founded
dhe.branch of Champétidres,

There were three principal branches
;of the Motier de la Fayetlte family:
“74st. That of the Je Motier Je la Fa-
yolte, —

2nd.  The de Motier de 1a Favette de
8t Romain (which is now extinet'.
Ind. The de Molier do Lafayette de
hampétitres de  Vissae, of whieh
naral Lufayette is a Jeseendant.
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They were jords, counts, and then
‘marquis de la Fayelte, seigneurs de
ongibaud de St. Romain, de Roche-
agoux-de Champétieres-de Vissac-de
havagnac, amd many other fiefs,

Among the members of this illustri-
ous family was Jean Motier de la Fa-
yette who was killed at the hattle of
Poitiers in 1356, 3ilbert 1§, Wis bro-
ther, was koighted in 1338 amd married
Catherine de Ia " Roehe-Tournuélle, of
whom Guillaume Jde Motier de 1a Fa-
yette, father of Gilbert TH, one of the
heroes to whom France was indebted
for the expulsion of the Enghish from
dts territory. By this hand fell the duke
of Charence at the battle of Baugey and
&e took prisoner the count of Arundel
Bt the dattle do la Guibray. He wam
omde ifield-marshal of France for his
~alor, in 1421, His son, Gilbert IV, sei.
gneur de 8t. Romain, was equerry {o
Kings Louis XI and Charles VII{ from
#474 to 4486. He married Isabeau de
Polignac. They had fifteen children
4 sons and 11 daughters.— Twao of the
wons continued the lineage: Andsine de
1a-Fayetle, saigneur de Pontgibaud and
rangois de la Fayetle, seigneur de St.

"Anloine was born 4474, was gover.
' of Boulogne and died in 1531, leav-
from his marciage in 147, with
; ite de Rouville, three sons and
W W daughters. After his death his
eldiist 9on decame governer of Bou-

From his marriage with Frangoise de

“baf Gadsar de Bourbon, count Jde Busset

Bl the field-marshal & Albert.

“Ivre. That lady wrote several novels

1 léans,

{died in 1729, and René Armand Je Mo-

-] sieges of Gironne

bran de Vissac married Marie de Pons

married Anne de_ Vienne Listenois and !
lelt two ehildren: Francois de la Fa- {
Jayette, killed at the battle of Saint
Quentin in H557; and Jacqueline, lady 4rf|
Pontgibaud, who ‘had married Gy de,
Daillon, comte de Lude and Kuight of |
the Order of the King. Jean de Mo-
tier «de la ‘Fayette, their unele, was |
slain at the battle of Qognae in 1569.)

Montmorin were born, Pierre de Mo-
dier de la Fayette, who lost his life at
the battle of Moncontour in 1569: and
Olaude de la Fayetle, seigneur de Hau-:
tefeuille. The latter married Marie
d‘&lég'l e, dauvghter of Gaspard, sei-

ur.de Viverols: and de.Beauvpir and
ot' Charlotie Jde Beaucaire. Jean, their
son, seigneur Jde Hautefeuille, died on
the 34 of December, 1651. He had mar-
ried on the 10th of April 1645, Mar-
guerite de Bourbon-Busset, daughter

and de Chalug, and of Charlotte de
Montmorillion.  They left, among
others, the following eltibiren: Fran-
¢ois. who vontinued the linreage; Char-

les<Francoiz, who was killed at the
battle of Estampes in 1652; Jacques,
Knight of ‘Malta: Louise, lady-in-

waiting to the Queen, Mapie J'Autni-
che.

Francois de Motier, conté de la Fa-
yotte seigneur de Nades, de Haute-
feuille, ele., served in the company of
He mar-
ried in 1665, Marie Madeleine Piochie de
la Vergne, daughter -of field~marshal
Aymar de la Vergne, governor of Ha-
andd her literary merit was universally
celebrated women of the XVII cen-
tury,
Henriette d'Angleterve, duchess of Or-
who ‘honored her with the
greatest esteem and l,’xj-iendship. B

Francis de Motier de 1a Fayette left
two children, Louis de la Fayette, who

tier, marquiz Je la Fayetle, captain of
the regiment of the King, (1789°, colo~
nel uf the Regiment de Ia Ferre (1680;,

e . o . i —em ¢

hlwl Louis Christophe Roeh Gilbert de
lL““tH*L marquis de 'la Fayetle, colonel
tof the Grenadiers de France, who wa.

and was a lady-in-waiting to|°

| teeil oviginal states of the United
States 0f Ameriea.. He said My

Tl émeuille had made her will, and who
\\m killed a! the wicge of Milan, in
I.H He died a boechelor. 2nd, Mi-

killed at the battle of Minden. He had
married, on the 22nd of May, 4754, Ma-

| vie Louise Julie de la Riviére, Jaugh-|

ter of the mmarquis de la Riviére, who
ecommanded the second company of the
Mousquetaires du roi,
MARIE PAUL ROCH YVES GILBERT
. DE ‘MOTIER MARQUIS DE LA
FAYETITE.

(Generd! Lafayette,! the liberator of
the Upited States, was the only issue
af this marpiage. He was born in the
chiteau de Chavagnae, Haute-Loire, in
the province of Auvergne, France, on
the 6th of Septamber 1357.. 'While he
was still pursuing his studios, his
mothier-died, leaving lrim the posses-
yor of an immense fortune, At the age
of sixteen he was married to Marie
Adrienne Frangoise dz Noailles, d’A-
yen, daughiey of Uean ILouis Paul
Frangois de Noailles, duc d'Ayen and of
the duchess d'Aguesseau Je Fresnes.
He was close Lo the King and to the
Royal family and among the most pro-
minent men of France, '

The independent etizracter of gene-
ral Lafayette inspired him with a
strong dislike for the servility of the
court. He Dad sucked at his mother’s
breast, ideas of liberty anl freedom,
He was the most perfect ideal of a
young and earnest Republican. of wnost
comssrvalive trend of mind, and vet,
strange to say, of an illustrious and
proud lineage, scion of a family of
ancient aristocracy. By right of title
he should have enjoyed the privileges
and advantages of the higher classes,
and yet he was willing to lay down
his life for the principles of Liberty,
He was enthused for the cause of
american lndependence @B the
news of the quarrel between England
and her American eslonies, (the thir-

heart’s sympathies were envolled, and
my only dream was to join my co-
tors” He was then a captain of
cavalry. .

In spite of all kinds of obhstacles, in-
terpased by his family aml by his gov-

brigadier general in 1693. He died in
Laddau. August 12, 1694, 1ving from
his marriage with Moarvie Madelcine de
Marillae, an only daughter, Maiie Ma-
deleine <de Motier de Lafayvefte, who
narried on the 7th of Aprit 1706,
Charles Louis Bretagne 2 Wy Iré-
mouille, prince de Tan:nte, duc de
Thouars, and peer of France. By her
will on the 3rd day of July, 1717,
the duchesse de 'k Trémouille,
last of ther dranch of the family,

dispose.d of her estate of Ia l~‘uy(,»ttek

in favor of Jean Roch de Motier, mar-
quis de fa Fayette, seigneur de Vissae,
unele of General Lafayetle aml doscon-
dant, in the 12th degree, of Pons Motier
de la Fayette, conumon ancestor of all
the branches of the family. ’

The hranch of the de Motier de
la Fayelte and seigneurs de Champé-
ticres and de Vissae of whom gene-
ral de la Lafuyelte was the only des-
cedant traces dits genealogy to Pons
Maotier de la Lafayette, as already said,
For eduturies, membwrs of that hranch
of the fanily were, like the others,
noted for their 'imlomilu.bir- courage
amd valor, -

The grandfather of general Je la Fa-
vette was Edouard de Motier Jde la Fa-
yette, baron sle Vissae, seigneur du
Bouchet and other fiefs. He served ot
the <iege uf Whilipshourg in 1688 and
three years afterwards at the siege of
Mons, where he was woundel. He
tonk part in the batlle of de<la Mar-
saille on October ith 16893 and in the
.and of Barcelona
under the duke de Vendome in 1697,
He wus at the battle of Eskeren in
Flanders in 1703 and the same vear at
 the battle of 8pire, where he was se-
rivusly wounded, He was the son of
Charles «le Motier de la Fayette in fa-
vor of whom, René Armand, marquis
de la ﬁ"ayew- made bis will in 1602,
which will was ratified by the testa-
ment of the duchess de Ia Tr émouille,
his Jdadughter, on the 3rd of July {717,
in favor of Jean Roch de Motier de
Ia Fayette, grandson of Charles de Mo.-
tier de la Fayelte, anJ umle of gnnm‘al
{Layafette,

Charles de Motier ae 13 Fayette, ba-

de la Grange. dame du Bouchet, He
was the grandson of Jean de MovVier de
'a Fayetde-Ohumpetidres, captain in
the regiment de Chevreuse in 1617. He
was the one who hought the barony
of de Visac and added its name to
hig. In 1622 he had married Gabnllv
de Murat de 8afint-Ebles. s
“Edouard de Motier de la Fayette, ba-
ron de Vissac, married on the 9th of
January, 1708, Qatherine de &uat de
Chavagnac. They had two sons: {er.
Jean Roch de Motier, marquis de la
Fayette in favor of whom, Marie Ma-

. e lalter, named Louls, bad

ernment hie ambarked on the 26th of
April 1777 on a vessel chartered by
himsell. The Congresa of the [nited
States gave liim the rank of Major-
General amd the commamd of a hand-
ful of men who diad the popmpoygs name
of “Army of the North,” Wounded in
the first encounter, e kKept on fight-
ing with the greatest valor amd hrave-
ry. He won the friendship of Wash-
ington amd the enthusiastic admiration
of the americans who presented him
with a sword of honor. c
In 1779 he returned to France to so-
licit aid dfrom the French goverpment
for the struggling amerivans., He was
particularly feasted at Versailles and
at Paris: ‘he enjoved his popularity,
The young “republican” marquis won
the ad-niration of all as being wonder-
fully unigque. The Quecn,  hersell
ardered that a regiment of dragouns be
placed at his command.
- By his eourage, and ondlitary talents,
his «disinterestedness  the  wonderful
activity he displayed to ohtain the aid
of France and of Spain, he s congie
Jered as the liberator of llu' !mto(l
States of America. ;

Hn sueceeded in obtaining that an
auxitlary body of anen, 6000 strong,
would be sent to Amenica under the
command of Rochambeau, but those
forces were only ready in the begin-
ninz of 1780, Lafayette, impatient, ar-
rived al Boston before that army., In
that new phase of the war in which
France was engaged, Lafayette dis-
played the greatest ability and an un~
daunted bhravery. Hé ended the war,
00 to spaak, by guining the vielory at
Yorktown, which confirmed his repu-
tation and created an immense sensi-
tion in America and in Europe. He
was 10 he, for ages to come, the con-
necting link between the two great
nations, the United States amd France,
the cause of their lasting friendship,
the une tie extending through the vast
expanse of the mighty tlaptic vrriting
to this day. the souls of our fellow
citizess to those of the deseendanls of
our French ancestors, 7% ’

When Lafayette returned to France,
he received from Louis XVI the title
of teld marshal tin the French armies.
In 1784 -he made another voyage {0 the
I'nited &tates, which was a continual
triumph and he wes the honored guest
of lis friend, the illus!rious Washing-
ton. The Ameritans showed their
gratitude by giving his name to cities,
and erecting monuments in his fhonor,
and bestowing wpon hikn end his pos~
torily the honor of american citizen-
ship. Al bus return {0 Franece he
again devotod his e to public. affairs.

In 1787 Lafayetis wag chosen to form
part of the Assembly of notablee; he

wE ¥4

firsti

1 ress

to which the nobility of. Auvergn.
etected Him a leptuy in 1789, He made
patriotic and libheral speeches, and in-
troduenst many  important’ measuares,

the declarution of the Rights of Man,
and it was him, 4150, who caused to he
decrcad by the Assembly that when a
Nation is oppressed “insurreqtion 18
the most pious J¥ duties”

In July 1789 he presided the Assem-
bly and during three dJdays recaived
with the greatest dignity the deputa-

] tion of Revolutionary Paris. Appointed

chiof of the National Militia, at the
Hotel de Ville iin Paris, he drew his
sword, anl in presence of the penple,
swore to devote his life to the defense
of Liberty. He was then at the very
height of his glory, in the very flower
of youth and at the acme of his popu-
larity. The wonds from his authoni-
‘tative lips pacified the . peopls and
during all that pertod he was the idol
of France and master of draris, He
was maimtained commandant général
of the Nagional Guard by the Asseanbly
and the King.

When, on the 17th of July, three days
after Lhe fall of the Bastille, Louis XVI
came to Paris, he was recelved by La-

1 fayette at the hand of 200,000 men and

escorted to the Hoel o Ville,  Bailly
lrad given to the Kingz the biue and
red badge adopted at the taking of the
Bastille, but it s0 happened that the
volors of the bnogo- were the same as
the livery of the house of Orleaus, and
in ordet to coneciliate nratters, Lafa-
yette proposed to add the colors of
the Bourbons, which were white, to
those of the Revolution; and this i3
the origin of the French national flag
uf to-Juy.

During the dark days of the Revolu-
tion, Lafayetle saved pany intended
victims from death on the guillotine
and on the 5th of Octoher he rescund
the royal family from the mob at Ver-
sailles and esceorted it to Paris {al-
though he had their hatred.)

At that time the Yiberal ideas of La-
fayette had, been surpa<sed; s situa-
tion  wad  peculiar. Republican  in
theory and sentiment, he nevertheless
protected and sustdined Royalty. But,
he helieved that in accordance with the
customs of the past, France- =houhll
have a monarchy — '1 o« m.tltutmn'l!
monarehy. RS :

The 'Feast of the Federatiog dn 1780
wus for flafayette a grand day. He
was feasted and acclaimed by the Na-
tional Guards of the Provinees toe such
an extent that it sermet to him an
apotheosis,

After many evenbful ‘L!‘fany in which
he displayed the highest bravery and
tha greatest fresdom f (hought, and
aclion, azainst the Revolution and aet-
ing with all his might and energy to
save the King and the royal family, he
was arrested and sent to bhe foftress
of Obnutz, in Moravia, in May {795
The dignity with which he bore his
long and eruel captivity dispelled all
suspicions  that may have existed
agatnst him, His devoled wife oh-
tained permission in 1795 to join him,
with their two Jdaughters in the fort-
of  Olmutz. Their son, George
Washington de la Fayelte, heing at
that time the guest of his gudfath«*r.
General George Washington. '

The 1ot of those illustrious prisoners
attracted the sympathy of the whole
workd, and th american consuls in
Europe did all ‘in their power, withonut
avail, to hake them liberated. Howd
ever, the vietories of General Bona-
parte over Austria, eompelled the re-
fease of General Lafayette. 1t was one
of the elauses ot the treaty of Campo
Formic, but Bonaparte added a note,
in his own handwriting that Lafayette
would nut be allowed to enter France.
The prisoners were freed on the 19th
of September '1797. Lafayetle estab-
lished himself in Holstein, remammg
there two years, b

At the first news of Lhe {8th Bru-
maire, {(November Oth 1799, the day
when Bomaparte upset, after his re-
turn from Egypt, the Pirectoire, Lafa-
yelte entered France, Bonaparte heard
with a great deal of dissatiafaction af
‘his arrival in Panis, but did not dare
to modest him. The patriotic general
had the highest admiration for Bona-
parte who, for 4 moment, encouraged
the fillpgsion hat he would establish
Liberty in France. Up to the time
that Bonaparte was made consul for
life, Lafayette was on friemdly rela.
tions with him, but neverthebess re-
fused the title of senalor, and all other
disti-nctions olfered him. He could not
torgive Bonaparte for the arbitrary
regime he had established over France
At that epoch the rupture between
Lafayetle and Bonaparie became coin-
plete. There was no more hope for
Liberty. There reigmed shaolute des-
potism, N
In 1808 the great patriot had the
griavoua aoisfortune to lose his nable
and devoled wife, who had followed

pmpmed great raforms and urged the

deleine dc la J-‘nyeue. ducheqs de la

s e e et

convomuon of the “Etats-Généraux 1

who had sustained and helped him in

It was Lafayette who first prepared;

From 1815 to 1824 his existence was
dull of arduouns duties and of disap-
pointments,  On the 13th of July 1824
he embarked dor the United States Lo
respind to the invitelion of the Ame-
mican people. He was weleotned as a
“Father of the Country,” and his voy-
age was a continuous ovation, a regu-
lar triumphant tareh. After a stay
of over 4 yvear in Lhe «lifferent citirs of
the Uonited States, he set sail for
France sn the Tth of september 1825,
Frauce was then ruled by Charles X.
In 1827, Lafayelte was elected deputy
atnd he thad ‘hopes again for a consti-
tutional monarchy, but thuse hopes
soon vanished. France was swayed by
the tyranny of anistocratic despotism.

In 1830, Louis Philippe ascerrded. the
throne of France. Lafayette was made
to believe thrat he had reached his
highest ambition. He imagined the
King woubd de a - constitutional mon<
arch #nd would give freedom and kib-
erty to the French people. Lafayetie,
at that moznent, was master of the
situation, and turned the tide in favor
of Louis Philippe, who, at the Royal
Palace in Parix, on the 7th of August,
invited iLafayetle to follow lrim on the
balcomy of the palace and there, he-
fore the whole mass of the peo,)!u th-r
King +mbraced him.

For sometime, Lafayetle was ocvu-
pied  in  rearganizing the National
Guard of wikich he was the head. He
soom dixcovered that he was betrayed
on all dides, and at Lhe same moment
a law was passed suppressing the com-
mandant generalship of the Natianal
Guard. Lafayette at. mwf- -mt m lns
resignalion,

iin spite af all the deceptions he ox-
perienced he nevie’ forsvok diis prin-
diples and never despaired to see them
realized, He died on the 20th of May,
{83:i. The funeral pageant was of the
most grandiose character and in every
way worthy of the iHustrious patriot
wiio had renderad sueh signal seevices
to the cause of Liberty, He was buried
by the side of bis loving wife, in the
cemetery of Picpus in Paris,

The people of the United Statvs sent
soua earth o be mixed with the varth
of his sepulehre: Jfor
the expressed wish of Lafayotte.

The same honors rendered to Wash-
inglon ware gianted to Lafayette. The
entire Tnion wore mwurmng for lun
for thirty dJays. g

The memary of General Lafayette is
enthronnd in the hearts of the citi-
cens of they Uniled Stales of Amnerjea,
as a Liberator, as the loftiest ideal of
Freedam and Liberty, and as  the

g ———— v

greatest man of the two Hemispheres:

such had bheen

i Trlhute me Col. (‘Imﬂ.
‘Alexundrfr, of l'hiln_qlvlphia.

Philade!phiy, No»phmlnl 3. 1416,
My Dear Colupel:

On Lafayette Day, Septembre 5, the-
magnificent Pelican State flag ot Louj-
giana, presented to the City of Phita.-
delphia by your patriotic Mayor, Mar-
tin Behrman, and “broken out™ avep 1.
dependence Hall, on last flag Day, June
14, will be displayed from sunrive i)
sunset over Independenc. Hall, not on-
Iy in memory of Rafayette, but al®o in
honor of New Orleans. .

Lafayett2 visited  Philadelphia in
1824, the same  year in  which
Hhe visited New Orleans, s¢
Yeu  sa2 how appropriate - it
is that New Orieans and Phi‘ad.l-
phia join mutually in doin~ '+ nen (o
the itnmortal son of France, ‘

It was while joyously ringing a wel-
cume to Lafayctte, on that oc asgion,
that th old Liberty Bell cracked, and
thereafter became silent.

Bhould 1 live a century longer, 1
shall never forget the vivid impros-
sion the legend of the Pelican made
upon me, as, standing, with my hand
on the Old Liberly Be't last Orange
Day, 1 listened to Colomel Luarendon's
luvely and gifted daughter, Laure.
granddaughterecl the illustrivu< Gey-
cral Beauregard. as she go eloquent!y
presented the cornucopia of golden op-
anges, plucked from the boswom  of
Louisiana, to our Philadelphia Liber iy
Bell Commities,

God suraly guided me  thirty-ope
1vears ago, when, amidst a3 <torm of
ubjection and oppasition to the “sag~
rilege,” 1, as official repre<entative
uf Philadelphia, sent the Ol Liborty
Bell o your New Orpleans Exposition
to heip with ity wounded side ty heay
the wounds of the Civil ar, the Blu:
and Lhe Gray, the North and the South.

And as I look up on Lafayette Day
at  your Pelican flag floating out

album Oid Glory, fur which your pa-
trivtic Governor Pleasant sent me 3
star emproidered “LOUISIANA, 1 as-
sure you 1 shall fa:l, happity, proud
of my work. Vive Lafayette! Vive la
Nouvelle-Orféans et a  Louisiane !
VIVE E LA BELLE FRANCE !

< USineerely yours,

-, CHARLES W. ALENANDER

Celonel Huwves Joale fa Vergne,
President and Fditor,
Lo Labeille e da Nomvelle-Ors

! ‘ Idanx. -

stl'\ ez-vous de la

ttons au sujet de
parfumeur vend de
procurera.

embaumée de Is Meur de Beaulé
I'tade et veus recevrez des félleits-

eréime exquise et
de

volre teint.. Volire
ILln)a ou 1 <en

Fn faisant vos emplettes mentionnez I'Abetlle

o N i

Le Francais et Ja Musique son} enzeignés p
sit¢ de Parts, France.

1.a salubrié de 13 1oca)ité est sans r
posside
garantit admisston & toute Unfversité, A
19160 déliveer des diplomes et h- confére:
Nourribture salne el coplensce.
Alr des pins.
Large camp,

LTermes modeérées,

Les classes ouvriront le §1 Septembre

- jonr le catslogue, s§'adresser:

him to the dungeons of Olmutz and}
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